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                           Summary:  
Jeff Goodell uses facts, experience, and 
outside input to convey the antagonizing 
reality of rising sea levels in his eye- 
opening book, The Water Will Come. 
Throughout his story, he travels to various 
places on Earth that are threatened by the 
rising sea levels, that may soon be swallowed 
by the unforgiving ocean. Along his  
journey, he collects facts and gather’s the 
stories and input of people effected by 
flooding, as well as scientists, engineers, 
former president Barack Obama, and more. 
He speaks about human-caused climate 
change, and how it is accelerating the rate  
in which sea levels ascend. Jeff Goodell is  
on the front line as he obtains information 
and statistical data about the pressing issue 
of climate change and rising sea levels, 
debunking the common idea that no such 
thing exists in today’s world.  

                Critique: 
Goodell provides a unique 
beginning to his book, 
metaphorically painting a vivid 
picture for his audience by 
depicting a time in the near 
future where costal cities are 
submerged in frigid ocean 
waters. I have always argued 
that the growing impacts of 
climate change are not a matter 
of fiction, so when I read this it 
even furthered my opinions on 
climate change. Jeff Goodell 
weaves in quantitative and 
qualitative data throughout the 
fabric of his book, which shows 
how educated and devoted he is 
in terms of the topic of climate 
change and rising sea levels. He 
acquires the thoughts of many 
highly respected individuals 
such as John F. Kerry, people 
of the science community, and 
more. To exemplify, Jeff 
Goodell doesn’t merely state a 
biased opinion. He institutes 
evidence and dives deep into the 
topic, leaving no stone 

unturned. With each page I 
turned, I found myself 
learning new statistics on the 
topic. I became even more 
aware of the reality and 
causes of rising sea levels, 
and how it will impact our 
future on earth. 

More people than you think believe that 
climate change is just a trend that young 
people follow. However, Jeff Goodell 
perfectly executes his message that climate 
change is indeed very much real, and is 
something we should all be worried about. 

‘Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of the Civilized World.’

Goodell explains  
in his book how  
the melting of ice  
in Greenland and  
Antartica will be a  
major contributor  
to rising sea levels

I would unquestionably recommend this to anyone. This book is a reality check that is necessary for 
everyone to experience. Climate change is no myth, and Goodell unveils this truth. This book is 
inspiring, empowering, and factual. I enjoyed reading this book because it finally felt as if someone 
put into perfect words the reality of this day and age, and what we must do as a society in order to 
reverse this ever-present issue. If we want submerged cities to only be a what-if concept, we must act 
swiftly in order for it not to become a reality
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