
Dear Cowan Families,

Spring is a wonderful, celebratory time of change and renewal, and 
this is certainly the season for both of these in education as well.  As 
I have explained in previous messages, between April 21st and May 
16th our third through sixth grade students will take the California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) in order 
to prepare for the Smarter Balanced Assessment, which will take 
the place of the STAR Test in the spring of 2015. We will not receive 
student scores from the CAASPP because it is a field test, but it will 
provide our students with valuable practice to prepare for the Smarter 
Balanced Assessment.  The  Smarter Balanced Assessment will test 
students on their knowledge and understanding of the Common Core 
State Standards, which have replaced the California Standards, as 
well as the standards of 46 other states.

Students in grades 3-6 have recently begun to take the third round 
of the MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) Test. From the MAP 
data we glean important information about students’ progress which 
teachers share with them and with you, and which is utilized to 
make the most effective instructional decisions.  Please join us at our 
April PTC meeting where I will talk more about the Common Core 
Standards, the CAASPP, and MAP.

LCFF and LCAP: With the new education standards and assessments 
also comes a new way in which California schools will be funded.  
The Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) involves the most 
comprehensive change to school funding in decades and requires 
that budget development be aligned with an accountability plan. 
This plan must show how programs and initiatives in school districts 
are aligned with student outcomes.  Under the LCFF, schools will 
receive a base funding for every student depending upon his or 
her grade level. The base funding will be adjusted for class size in 
grades kindergarten through third and for high schools, for career 
tech.  Funding will also be provided under the Supplemental Grant 
for students who qualify as low income, English Learners, and foster 
youth.

The accountability piece comes into play with the Local Control 
Accountability Plan (LCAP).  San Juan Unified has identified eight 
areas which will be addressed in the district LCAP.  They include:
 

Student Achievement                                                                     
Parental Involvement
Student Engagement                                                                  
Basic Services (such as facilities being in good repair)
Other Student Outcomes (may include performance on assessments)            
Implementation of Common Core
School Climate (suspension rates, for example)                                
Course Access (student access and enrollment in all required areas 
of study)

 
For information on how these eight priority areas relate specifically 
to Cowan, please read my May Gazette message. I wish you an April 
filled with warm sunshine and pleasant breezes.  Thank you for the 
privilege of working with your incredible children.
 
Respectfully,
Mary Decker
Principal
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Principal’s	Message
NEWS

I cannot believe that it is already April! Just a little over 9 weeks left 
in this school year! We still have a few fun activities for our Cowan 
community to close out our school year. Before I share those activities 
I would like to thank Meghann Burnett and the parent helpers who 
stepped up at a moment’s notice to assist at our Science Night. Thank 
you for your help in ensuring that our first Science Night was a great 
success. I would also like to thank Heidi Nielsen who worked closely 
with Ms. Hamlin to provide a fantastic Author Day, featuring Chris 
Soentpiet, for the students of Cowan. We are so happy to have willing 
parent helpers who gladly serve to ensure all of our children benefit.

On April 4th the PTC is sponsoring our Cowan Chili Cook-Off and 
Auction. This event is for adults and tickets are on sale after school at 
just $20 a ticket! I am looking forward to this event and want to thank, 
in advance, Tracie Hewitt and her very dedicated committee of parent 
volunteers.

Finally, our PTC Executive Board Elections will take place at our April 
PTC meeting (4/23). The offices of President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary are elected positions and must be voted upon each 
year. If you have a desire to volunteer, share your ideas, and make a 
difference at Cowan, please contact Mrs. Decker to obtain the PTC 
Executive Board Member Application form. 

As I announced at our March PTC meeting, due to my recent diagnosis 
of Thyroid Cancer I will not be seeking re-election. Recent scans and 
blood work indicate that my surgery was successful in removing the 
cancer and I have been recovering well. I have truly enjoyed serving on 
the PTC Executive Board for the last 3 years and wasn’t quite done, but 
I need to focus more of my energy on my health and my family. I will be 
available to advise the newly elected executive board in their transition 
into their new roles.

We also have several committees that will need new committee chairs 
and committee members for the 2014-2015 school year. Please 
consider helping with some of these events. The success of our much 
sought after Cowan experience is, in part, achieved through the help 
of our parent volunteers who share their time and talents to help create 
fun social events, raise funds to benefit our teachers and students, and 
help create lasting memories for all of our Cowan Bobcats. We invite 
you to join in the planning and execution of such events. Your time will 
be rewarded with the knowledge that your efforts matter to those who 
value the best that Cowan has to offer.

All my best,
Megan Kanzler
Cowan PTC Presidentå
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Mark Your Calendar

April
1-11 MAP Testing Continues - Grades 3-6
2 Yearbook Club Photo Day
4 PTC Adult Auction “County Fair”
10 Bobcat Pride Assemblies
14-18 Spring Break - No School
21-30 Smarter Balanced Field Test - Grades 3-6
23 PTC Meeting and Election - 7pm at Cowan 

May
1-16 Smarter Balanced Field Test - Grades 3-6
3 Cowan Boys Event 
6-7 5th Grade Star Science Test
15 Band Concert 6:30 pm
16 Open House - 5:30 pm 
19 Choir Concert 6:30 pm
21 Rubio’s Restaurant Night
23 No School - Teacher Work Day
26 No School - Memorial Day
27-28 Talent Show Assemblies
28 Talent Show Spectacular 6:30 pm

YEARBOOK UPDATE!

Last Day to Order is April 20 - Don’t Wait - $21
Place your order now at ybpay.lifetouch.com (ID code: 
6510814).

Be a Booster!
Be a Yearbook Booster! Purchase space in the yearbook 
either by sponsoring a page, writing a message, or advertising 
your business with a business card ad! Download the Booster 
Form from the Yearbook Website via Cowan’s website.

Photos Wanted!
I would love to get photos for any of the Cowan events:

Daughter of My Heart Dance
Cowan Jog-A-Thon
Mad Science Night
Movie Night

You can leave photos on a disc in the front office, 
attention Yearbook or upload photos to be considered at 
community.lifetouch.com. If you are already a member you 
can just login, if not then use the access code SBARLC and 
sign-up. Follow the instructions (basically, there will be a folder 
for each event and when uploading each photo it will ask for 
identifying information). Please be selective in the photos you 
upload since space is limited. Only upload carefully chosen, 
high-quality photos.

Thank you.
Danielle Geary, Yearbook Chair
cowanyearbook@gmail.com

It’s time!  The Cowan County Fair will be here on April 4th!
 
Please join us at our fair grounds:
Friday, April 4, 2014
Check in starts at 6pm. 
Carmichael Presbyterian Church
5645 Marconi Ave. Carmichael
 
We are cooking up the chili cook off!  We are readying our 
midway!  We have fabulous auction items like tickets to 
Disneyland, signature wines, the coveted Cowan parking 
space, front row seating at Sixth Grade Graduation, classroom 
projects, raffle prizes and so much more!  Our DJ is already 
lining up the dance list!  Our auctioneer is raring to go! All we 
need is you!
 
Be on the lookout for your personal invitation.  It will be coming 
home with your child soon. 
 
If you would like to be a part of our chili cook off we have a 
couple of spots left!  $25 entry fee gets you and a guest in and 
you become eligible for fabulous prizes!
 
Have something to donate?  Something from your family 
business?  A timeshare?  A party thrown by you and your 
fabulous friends?  Please get in touch with us!  Contact Tracie 
Hewitt at 916-834-8096 or rongo@surewest.net
 
We can’t wait to celebrate with you and benefit our children!

PTC Elections

PTC Executive Board Elections will take place at our 
April PTC meeting (4/23). The offices of President, Vice 
President, Treasurer and Secretary are elected positions 
and must be voted upon each year. If you have a desire 
to volunteer in this capacity and share your ideas and 
make a difference at Cowan, please contact Mrs. Decker 
to obtain the PTC Executive Board Member Application 
form.  

Cowan wear will be available for purchase at the 
Book Fair April 7-11. Pick up a new t-shirt for your 

growing Bobcat. You can also place orders via email at 
cowanwear@hotmail.com

Cowan Wear
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Help Wanted for Cowan Boys’ Night Event!
This year’s Boys’ Night (an event for Cowan boys and the 
mother figure in their lives) will be Saturday, May 3. The 
committee chair, Marissa Ness, needs help with setting 
things up before the event, running games and activities 
during the event, and cleaning up after the event. If you can 
assist in any of these areas on May 3 to help make this a 
memorable time for our boys, please contact Marissa at 
marissajness@yahoo.com or our volunteer coordinator, Kristie 
Johnson at kaycee3@sbcglobal.net. Thank you!

Thanks,
Kristie  : )

Committee Chairs Needed for the ’14-’15 School Year

As we come to the end of the current school year, we are starting 
to look for people to chair vacant positions for our wonderful 
Cowan committees that make our school the unique place it is. 
Please consider volunteering your time in one of the following 
ways:

Membership Drive--Collects and keeps track of membership at 
the beginning of the school year
Book Fair--Coordinates and plans two book fairs during the 
school year
eScrip/Raley’s--Creates awareness for the programs and 
ensures that families have information and know how to 
participate in this fundraiser
Restaurant Nights—Coordinates partnerships with local 
restaurants for Cowan to receive a percentage of the day’s profits 
by promoting the fundraiser through distributing flyers to families
Fall Family Festival—Three to four people are needed to co-
chair our annual beginning of the year, carnival-style social event
Boys’ Night—Plan and organize a night for Cowan boys to play 
fun games and activities with the mother figure in their lives.
Rivercats Night--Works with the Rivercats organization to 
coordinate a group rate for Cowan families to attend a Rivercats 
game near the end of the school year and distributes fliers for 
families to purchase tickets to the event
Cowan Wear—Often co-chaired, this position helps our children, 
staff, and parents spread Cowan spirit by ordering and selling 
Cowan clothing at various events
Cowan Gazette Editor--Gathers articles from staff, PTC 
Executive Board, and committee chairs for our monthly 
newsletter, then compiles for publication and distribution to our 
parents and staff
Gazette e-mail--Sends Gazette out to parents and staff via e-mail
Yearbook—Compiles yearbook pages from class parents, 
completes book, and submits to Life Touch

As you can see, we have a wide variety of committee chair 
positions to fill and would love to have you share your talents, 
help our school, and give our kids many great experiences. 

Please contact Kristie Johnson at kaycee3@sbcglobal.net if you 
would like more information on any of these jobs or if you are 
interested in being a chair for one of them. Thank you!

Labels For Education   – Not just Campbell’s 
Soup labels anymore!
 

Do you want to help our school earn free stuff? Cowan 
Fundamental can redeem Labels For Education UPCs for some 
wonderful products including art supplies, science and math 
supplies , physical education equipment, library books, office 
equipment and more!

Most of us are familiar with Campbell’s Soup labels, but Labels 
for Education can be found on many products we use every 
day. Some participating products include, Campbell’s Soup, 
V8 Products, Pepperidge Farms products including Goldfish 
Crackers, Dannon Kids Yogurts, Pace, Prego, Post Cereals, BIC 
Office Products, GLAD Food Storage, and many more. Check 
items at home for the Labels for Education UPC, clip the labels 
and send them to school. You may send them in a plastic bag 
and have your student give them to their teacher, or you may 
drop them at the office in the Campbell’s Soup can. Ask family 
and friends to clip labels for you too!

If you have questions, please contact Mary Robrecht at 
mrobrecht@yahoo.com. Happy clipping!

Family Night with Mad Science

Our first Mad Science Night was a wonderful success. The 
students had the opportunity to make slime, play with optical 
illusions and to learn how they fool the eye and mind. They 
also learned about dry ice and were able to experiment with 
electricity by completing circuits. The students enjoyed a 
show full of spins, pops and booms…not to mention a hover 
board, and many children had the chance to catch a ride. The 
PTC would like to send out a huge thank you to Mad Science 
and their amazing scientists, as well as all the parent help 
we received that night. Thank you for being available to help 
on such short notice. We hope that everyone who came and 
participated had as great an experience as we did.

Meghann Burnett
PTC Vice President

Ms. Walker, Cowan art teacher, is in need of baby wipes 
to clean busy creative hands after working with paint, 
oil pastels, glue, etc.  If you would like to donate baby 
wipes please send them to 
school with your child and Ms. 
Walker will collect them. 

Thank you so much for 
supporting the arts.

Art Class News
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Board	of	Education
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“SUMMER ONLY” DISCOVERY CLUB

June 6 – August 12, 2014

San Juan’s “Summer Only” Discovery Club is a child care and 
enrichment program for children kindergarten through sixth grade.  
Our highest priority is to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
for children to learn, grow, and have fun.  Discovery Club is staffed 
by teachers who are certified as Child Development Permit teachers 
by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing.  During the 
summer, Discovery Club is in session from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  “Let’s 
Discover Why” is our summer theme.  We will be referencing The Big 
Book of Why, 1001 Facts Kids Want to Know, by Time for Kids.  Join 
us as we discover why the Statue of Liberty is green, why there are 
holes in Swiss cheese, why leaves change colors, and much more!  
Activities will include science, art, literature, math, and outdoor games.  
Don’t miss out!  Fees range from $214 to $602 per month.  For more 
information or to enroll your child, call 971-5975.  See our website at 
www.sanjuan.edu – select “services” then select “Discovery Club” from 
the pull-down menu for more information.

 


