
Dear Cowan Parents,

As we approach the conclusion of this memorable school year I would 
like to say a heartfelt “thank you.”  It is a true privilege and honor to 
work with your incredible children and with you, parents and family 
members who care so deeply about them and about education in 
general. This year has been one of great change as well as promise for 
schools across our nation, with new standards, new assessments, and a 
fresh outlook.  Through it all, the commitment of the Cowan staff and 
community has remained steadfast, with what is best for the children 
always at the forefront.

LCAP (Local Control Accountability Plan) Community Forum: 
California has launched the most comprehensive change to school 
funding in decades with the introduction of the Local Control 
Funding Formula (LCFF). The LCAP will detail how our district’s 
funding will be allocated.   Please consider attending the upcoming 
community forum during which you will have the opportunity to 
provide feedback and review the draft San Juan LCAP. 

May 6
6:00p.m.
@Will Rogers Middle School
4924 Dewey Drive, Fair Oaks

Summer Mailers:  In past years the Cowan office managed all of our 
enrollment and the office staff was able to mail summer letters, which 
included teacher assignments and lists of suggested school supplies, 
in early August.  Now that enrollment is centrally managed for all 
schools at San Juan Central, we may not have class lists finalized until 
just before the first day of school.  As a result, summer letters will be 
mailed as soon as possible, but most likely not until a few days before 
school begins on August 14.  We would, however, like to make it a bit 
easier to plan for the upcoming school year by again providing grade-
level suggested classroom supply lists on the website, on Facebook 
and in the office during the month of June.  There will be general 
first grade, second grade, etc. lists available that will cover the bulk of 
what will be needed.  Individual teachers may add two or three items 
to their lists once school begins.

Thank You: To our wonderful outgoing PTC Board: thank you!  
Megan Kanzler, President, Meghann Burnett, Vice President, Nicole 
Cooper, secretary, and David White, Treasurer; it has been an absolute 
pleasure to work with you and to witness your dedication to our 
students and our school. Thanks to our parents and the PTC we are in 
the process of replacing needed projectors for the classrooms and our 
teachers were able to schedule a variety of new enrichment activities 
and resources this year. We were able to enjoy various spectacular 
events including the Fall Fest, the Jogathon, the Daughter of My Heart 
Dance, Cowan Science Night, Movie Night, Author Day, the Cowan 
Auction/Chili Cook-off, and we still have the upcoming Cowan Boys’ 
Event and the Talent Show Spectacular. Quite a list!

I wish you a relaxing, fun, and safe summer. 

Go Bobcats!
Respectfully,
Mary Decker
Principal
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Principal’s	Message
NEWS

The school year is just about complete, but before it ends we 
have a few more activities for our Cowan students and families 
to enjoy. On Saturday, May 3rd, our Cowan boys will be able to 
enjoy an evening of fun with a parent, grandparent or special 
adult in their lives at the Cowan Boys’ Night (fliers were sent 
home). At the end of the month, Cowan students will be sharing 
their talents at our annual Cowan’s Got Talent show.  Please look 
for show times on the Cowan website and the Cowan Facebook 
page. 

In an effort to ensure we raise the amount of money we had 
budgeted for this year, we will be hosting a spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser at Open House on Friday, May 16th, from 5pm 
– 6:30pm. We invite you to enjoy a well-priced and delicious 
dinner with your family before you begin exploring your child’s 
classroom. Please look for more information to be sent home 
soon!

The success of our much sought after Cowan experience is, in 
part, achieved through the help of our parent volunteers who 
share their time and talents to help create fun social events, 
raise funds to benefit our teachers and students, and help create 
lasting memories for all of our Cowan Bobcats. We invite you to 
join in the planning and execution of such events. Your time will 
be rewarded with the knowledge that your efforts matter to those 
who value the best that Cowan has to offer. Please consider 
becoming a member of the PTC executive board (elections are 
on May 21st), co-chairing one of our committees, or being a 
member of one of our committees. Look for sign-up sheets at 
open house!

I would like to give a heartfelt thank you to each of our committee 
chairs, committee members and my fellow executive board 
members of the 2013-2014 school year. You each have given 
so time and energy to make your respective events and 
responsibilities successful. You ROCK!

Finally, as I look back on this school year I have fond memories 
from so many wonderful activities that were made possible by our 
volunteers! Events such as the “Meet Your Teacher” day at the 
beginning of the year, to the Mad Scientist Fall Family Festival, 
our fun Jog-A-Thon, the many assemblies our kids enjoyed, our 
new family event – bowling night, the beloved Daughter of My 
Heart dance, the Cowan Boys’ event, along with our restaurant 
nights, movie night, book fairs, and so much more! We have had 
such a fun year.

May you enjoy the last few weeks of school and may your 
summer be filled with opportunities to have fun as a family and 
opportunities to make memories that will last forever!

All my best,
Megan Kanzler
Cowan PTC President
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Mark Your Calendar
 May
1-16 Smarter Balanced Field Test - Grades 3-6
3 Cowan Boys’ Event 
6-7 5th Grade Star Science Test
15 Band Concert 6:30 pm
16 Open House - 5:30 pm
 K:8:10-11:40, 1-6:8:10-12:20  
19 Choir Concert 6:30 pm
21 Rubio’s Restaurant Night
23 No School - Teacher Work Day
26 No School - Memorial Day
27-28 Talent Show Assemblies
28 Talent Show Spectacular 6:30 pm

June
2 6th Grade Promotion
4 Last Day of School
 K: 8:10-11:40
 1-6: 8:10-12:20

Last chance to order Cowan Wear before the end of the school 
year!!  Great promotion or summer birthday gifts!
Contact cowanwear@hotmail.com with question 

and orders.. You can also place orders via email at 
cowanwear@hotmail.com

Cowan Wear

YEARBOOK UPDATE!

Yearbook Orders
It’s not too late to order a yearbook by cash/check. However, 
there is a limited supply so order today! $21

Volunteer Support
Thank you to all the yearbook volunteers. As with all volunteer 
opportunities, it takes some extra time and effort but the results 
are worth it.

Yearbook Chair for Next Year
Unfortunately, I will no longer be able to chair the yearbook. If you 
are interested, please let the PTC know (sooner the better). I will 
be available for transition training and questions.

Thank you.
Danielle Geary, Yearbook Chair
cowanyearbook@gmail.com

PTC Elections:

Our PTC Executive Board elections was postponed until our May 21st PTC 
meeting. If you are interested in volunteering to become the PTC President, 
Vice President, Treasurer, or Secretary, please send Mrs. Decker an email
at mary.decker@sanjuan.edu

Teacher/Sta� Appreciation Week

May 19th – May 22nd

The PTC will be celebrating our teachers and sta� during the week of May 19th!  

We encourage your family and child(ren) to find a small way to say, “Thank 

you.”

“SUMMER ONLY” DISCOVERY CLUB

June 6 – August 12, 2014

San Juan’s “Summer Only” Discovery Club is a child care and enrichment 
program for children kindergarten through sixth grade.  Our highest priority 
is to provide a safe and nurturing environment for children to learn, grow, 
and have fun.  Discovery Club is staffed by teachers who are certified 
as Child Development Permit teachers by the California Commission on 
Teacher Credentialing.  During the summer, Discovery Club is in session 
from 7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  “Let’s Discover Why” is our summer theme.  We 
will be referencing The Big Book of Why, 1001 Facts Kids Want to Know, by 
Time for Kids.  Join us as we discover why the Statue of Liberty is green, 
why there are holes in Swiss cheese, why leaves change colors, and much 
more!  Activities will include science, art, literature, math, and outdoor 
games.  Don’t miss out!  Fees range from $214 to $602 per month.  For 
more information or to enroll your child, call 971-5975.  See our website at 
www.sanjuan.edu – select “services” then select “Discovery Club” from the 
pull-down menu for more information.

 

Restaurant Night News
Join us to support a fundraiser to 
support Cowan! Our next restaurant 
night will be at Rubio’s at Marconi and 
Fulton on May 21st from 3pm-9pm.   
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Committee Chairs Needed for the ’14-’15 
School Year

As we come to the end of the current school year, we are starting 
to look for people to chair vacant positions for our wonderful 
Cowan committees that make our school the unique place it is. 
Please consider volunteering your time in one of the following 
ways:

Membership Drive--Collects and keeps track of membership 
at the beginning of the school year
eScrip/Raley’s--Creates awareness for the programs and 
ensures that families have information and know how to 
participate in this fundraiser
Restaurant Nights—Coordinates partnerships with local 
restaurants for Cowan to receive a percentage of the day’s 
profits by promoting the fundraiser through distribution of 
flyers to families
Fall Family Festival—Three to four people are needed to 
co-chair our annual beginning of the year, carnival-style social 
event
Boys’ Night—Plan and organize a night for Cowan boys to 
play fun games and activities with the mother figure in their 
lives.
Rivercats Night--Works with the Rivercats organization 
to coordinate a group rate for Cowan families to attend 
a Rivercats game near the end of the school year and 
distributes fliers for families to purchase tickets to the event
Cowan Wear—Often co-chaired, this position helps our 
children, staff, and parents spread Cowan spirit by ordering 
and selling Cowan clothing at various events
Cowan Gazette Editor--Gathers articles from staff, PTC 
Executive Board, and committee chairs for our monthly 
newsletter, then compiles for publication and distribution to our 
parents and staff
Gazette e-mail--Sends Gazette out to parents and staff via 
e-mail
Yearbook—Compiles yearbook pages from class parents, 
completes book, and submits to Life Touch

As you can see, we have a wide variety of committee chair 
positions to fill and would love to have you share your talents, 
help our school, and give our kids many great experiences. 

Please contact Kristie Johnson at kaycee3@sbcglobal.net if you 
would like more information on any of these jobs or if you are 
interested in being a chair for one of them. Thank you!

Superintendent’s	Cabinet
Kent	Kern,	Superintendent	of	Schools

Derk	Garcia,	Interim	Chief	Academic	Officer

Kent	Stephens,	Chief	Financial	Officer

Linda	C.T.	Simlick,	J.D.,	General	Counsel

Annette	Buckmaster,	Assistant	Superintendent,	Human	Resources

Beth	Davies,	Assistant	Superintendent,	Elementary	Education

Rick	Messer,	Acting	Assistant	Superintendent,	Secondary	Education

Trent	J.	Allen,	Senior	Director,	Community	Relations

Carl	Fahle,	Senior	Director,	Technology

Jim	Shoemake,	Senior	Director,	Labor	and	Employee	Relations

Board	of	Education
Lucinda	Luttgen,	President
Pam	Costa,	Vice	President
Saul	Hernandez,	Clerk
Greg	Paulo,	Member
Larry	Masuoka,	D.M.D.,	Member

Cowan	PTC	Board	2012-2013
Megan	Kanzler,	President
Meghann	Burnett,	Vice	President
Nikki	Cooper,	Secretary
David	White,	Treasurer

SSC	Board
Mary	Decker,	Principal
Chad	Geary,	Parent
Nassrine	Nourredine,	Chairperson
Alyssa	Rose,	Parent
Jenna	Wolff,	Teacher	
Sara	Casagrande,	Teacher
Elizabeth	Spackman,	Parent

Fond Farewells

Please join me in thanking Mrs. Aarons and Mrs. 
Pratton for their years of devoted service to the 
children and families of Cowan and wishing them 
both the very best as they retire at the end of the 
school year and embark on new adventures.  We 
will miss you!

Mrs. Decker
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Join us for

Cowan’s
Open House

Spaghetti

Dinner!

May 16
5:00pm – 6:30pm

 Join us for a night of delicious family dining 
before exploring your child’s amazing 

classroom displays.
Dinner includes spaghetti (meat or 

vegetarian), salad, 
breadstick and a beverage. 

Adult plate: $7


