
Dear Cowan Families,
 
As we transition into this especially busy time of crisp mornings, 
toasty sweaters, intense learning in the classrooms, and 
preparations for the holiday season, I want to take a moment to 
sincerely thank you for the many ways you support our wonderful 
school.  The Cowan staff appreciates it.

Measure N Community Forum:  On October 14th, Cowan staff 
members and parents joined teams from neighboring San Juan 
schools to present input (gathered during the September PTC 
meeting and staff discussions)  regarding our school priorities for 
the Measure N facilities bond funds.  In order, they were:
 
1.)     Replacement of portables with permanent classrooms
2.)    Creation of a drop-off/pick-up “drive-through” at the end of 
Becerra Way
3.)    MP Room improvements including updated air conditioning, 
lighting, a stage, and a sound system
4.)    Modernize the library, replace school furniture, improve all 
sections of the field
I will keep you informed as to the response to our feedback 
and any next steps.  Thank you to the following members of the 
Cowan Measure N Forum Team:
Deborah Cancel
Megan Kanzler
Nassrine Noureddine
Karen Riggs
Common Core State Standards:  A recent local news story 
provided interesting and concise information about the Common 
Core State Standards and how instruction and assessment are 
changing because of them.  Please take a few minutes to watch the 
piece and as always, contact me if you have any questions.
 
http://www.kcra.com/news/3-ways-common-core-changes-
learning/-/11797728/22497346/-/ffob0sz/-/index.html?absolute=true

Have a wonderful and restful Thanksgiving week.

Respectfully,
Mary Decker
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Principal’s	Message
NEWS

I am thankful for a school that values parent involvement and has 
provided a way for us to contribute to our children’s learning experience. 
Our Parent Teacher Club provides family activities, assemblies, 
curriculum enriching programs, technology, social events, supplies and 
so much more for our children. Our students benefit so much from their 
classroom instruction and the additional things our PTC provides. These 
activities and supplies don’t just happen or appear on their own. It takes 
a team of volunteers to make it possible. Thank you to those who have 
contributed with your time and/or financial donations. You are so very 
appreciated! 

A great big Cowan Bobcat thanks to our Jog-A--Thon committee chairs 
- AnaLisa Luippold and Melissa Watts and their army of volunteers. 
Thank you for the many hours of organizing and executing a fantastic 
fundraising event! Please remember that all pledge money should be 
turned in before or on Tuesday, November 12th. Just think, if every 
student were to bring in $35 then we will surpass our goal of $20,000. 
That would be incredible! We also want to recognize the generous 
support of many businesses in our community that donated items 
and/or money to the Jog-A-Thon prizes and t-shirts. We appreciate their 
contributions for such a fantastic cause - our children’s education! Be 
sure to take a look at the list of businesses contained in the Gazette. 

This year, of the nearly 390 Cowan families, only 126 families have joined 
the PTC and donated at least $30 towards our membership drive. Thank 
you very much for your support, but we fell short of our goal of raising 
$5000. As this is one of only three large fundraisers, we need more 
families to join so that we can continue to provide programs and supplies 
for our children . If you have not joined the PTC, please consider joining. 
100% of your donation will be used to fund activities that directly benefit 
our students.  

So far, 34 parents have volunteered to chair the 49 committees and 
officer positions of our organization. As you have witnessed, our 
Fall Festival (Mad Science Extravaganza) and the Jog-A-Thon were 
tremendous successes; the committee heads and their teams should 
be very proud of their accomplishments. However, we need more 
volunteers - and quickly. Cowan Family Science Night is less than a 
month and a half away (December 12) and we need a committee chair 
and volunteers. This family event is in danger of being canceled if no one 
leads this event. If you have a love of science and can help coordinate 
this event please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Kristie Johnson 
at kaycee3@sbcglobal.net. We also need a Box Tops for Education 
coordinator, and we have a few other vacant positions. To avoid other 
event cancellations and to ensure that we are able to have fundraising 
efforts coordinated please consider volunteering to chair one of our 
vacant committee chair or co-chair positions. More information about 
those vacant positions is included in this month’s gazette. Volunteers 
need not be PTC members.

We have chosen Cowan for our children. Let us all do our part to ensure 
that our children have all the wonderful things that make Cowan so 
special. School assemblies, enrichment funds, water for the portables, art 
supplies, technology, spelling bee, PE awards, family nights and so much 
more are provided by our Parent Teacher Club. We invite you to join us in 
our efforts. Many hands make light work! 

In your service,
Megan Kanzler
Cowan PTC President 



Page 2The Cowan Gazette 
November 2013

Mark Your Calendar

November
7 Bobcat Pride Assemblies - Courage 
8 Trimester Ends
9 Chess Tournament
11 No School - Veterans Day
14 Movie Night
15 No School - Teacher Work Day
18-22 Minimum Days - Parent Teacher Conferences
 Scholastic Book Fair
25-29 No School - Thanksgiving Break 

December
2-20  MAP Testing for Grades 3-6
4 Parent Information Night, 6:30p.m.
12 PTC Mad Science Family Night
17 Restaurant Night - Don Quixote
19 Bobcat Pride Assemblies: Respect
23-Jan 3 Winter Break - No School

2013-14 Cowan Chess Club

The Cowan Chess Club has begun its 16th year.  This year our club 
will revolve around twor more Cowan tournaments:

November 9th-Cowan Team Chess Tournament
January 25th-Cowan Scholastic

Chess club meetings are held on Mondays for primary grades (1-3) 
from 2:45-3:45 on the following dates:

October 21, 28, and November 4
January 6, 13, and 27

Chess club meetings are held on Wednesdays for upper grades (4-
6) from 2:45-3:45 on the following dates:

October 23, 30 and November 6
January 8, 15, and 22

All meetings are held in room 10.  Bob Baker from the Sacramento 
Chess Club/School will again be assisting Mr. Parnas

YEARBOOK UDPATE!

Order today - $21.00 each (includes tax)!

Visit Cowan website, click Yearbook, click Bobcats graphic, that will take 
you to the pay site OR go directly to ybpay.lifetouch.com. You will need 
the school code ID -  6510814.

Parent Volunteers are still needed for Movie Night, Daughter of My Heart 
Dance, Mad Science Family Night, and Jog-A-Thon pages. If you are 
interested, please contact me.

Danielle Geary
cowanyearbook@gmail.com

Cowan Book Fair will be November 18-22.  We will be in the Library 
again. Look for the Book Fair Flyers coming home soon!  Don’t 
miss out on the new Diary of a Wimpy Kid! A great opportunity to 
reward our Bobcats during Parent/Teacher conference week!
Thanks 

Thank you to the following businesses for 
supporting our Jog-A-Thon:

Overall Sponsor:
The Gun Range * (916) 972-1484

                       
T-Shirt Sponsors:

Cake Castle * (916) 944-5055
Capitol City Strength and Conditioning * (916) 432-3348       
Dan James Fit/Back to New * (916) 923-8243
Lasertag of Carmichael * (916) 972-7395
Mark H. Holt, D.D.S., M.S., Inc. * (916) 481-6424
Progressive Chiropractic * (916) 979-9088
Silver Sake * (916) 473-6368
Tafoya Plumbing * (916) 482-5890
Tate Stimpson, D.M.D * (916) 482-1690
The Greenhouse Garden Supply * (916) 515-9130 
United Law Center * (916) 367-0622

Gift Basket Sponsors:
Foothill Skate Inn * (916) 488-4700
Skatetown * (916) 783-8550
Sky High Sports * (916) 853-5867
Kovars Satori Academy * (916) 481-4830
Fliptastic * (916) 487-3547
Surf Extreme * (916) 676-4747
Pipeworks * (916) 341-0100
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Cowan Wear makes a great holiday gift for 
your Bobcat!!

Order sweatshirts, t-shirts, beanies, and 
more. Get orders in early to guarantee 
delivery before winter break!

Email cowanwear@hotmail.com with 
questions.
Thanks,
Devan
Cowan Wear 

H E L P  N E E D E D !

If you are looking for a way to share your talents and time, 
we invite you to become a committee chair or co-chair for 
the following PTC committees:

- Box Tops for Education chairperson (position needs 
to be filled immediately) - create monthly Box Tops 
submission sheets, prepare and mail Box Tops, and write 
occasional articles for the Cowan Gazette to give updates 
and report on how much money has been raised.

- Cowan Boy’s Night Event co-chair (position needs to 
be filled immediately) - a night for Cowan boys to spend 
some time with the “mother” figure in their life.

- Cowan Gazette Editor (position would begin 2014-
2015 school year, but could be a co-editor now to ensure 
a seamless transition) - gather articles from the PTC 
executive board, committee chairs and the staff for our 
monthly publication; add articles in the template and then 
send to PTC President and Cowan School Principal for 
approval.

- Cowan Family Science Night chairperson (position 
needs to be filled immediately) - coordinate the planning 
and execution of this event.

Please contact our volunteer coordinator, Kristie Johnson, 
at kaycee3@sbcglobal.net, if you are interested in any of 
these positions.
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Superintendent’s	Cabinet
Dr.	General	Davie,	Jr.,	Acting	Superintendent	of	Schools

Derk	Garcia,	Interim	Chief	Academic	Officer

Kent	Stephens,	Chief	Financial	Officer

Linda	C.T.	Simlick,	J.D.,	General	Counsel

Kent	Kern,	Assistant	Superintendent,	Operations	and	School	Support

Annette	Buckmaster,	Assistant	Superintendent,	Human	Resources

Beth	Davies,	Assistant	Superintendent,	Elementary	Education

Rick	Messer,	Acting	Assistant	Superintendent,	Secondary	Education

Trent	J.	Allen,	Senior	Director,	Community	Relations

Carl	Fahle,	Senior	Director,	Technology

Jim	Shoemake,	Senior	Director,	Labor	and	Employee	Relations

Board	of	Education
Larry	Masuoka,	D.M.D.,	President
Lucinda	Luttgen,	Vice-President
Pam	Costa,	Clerk
Greg	Paulo,	Member
Saul	Hernandez,	Member

Cowan	PTC	Board	2012-2013
Megan	Kanzler,	President
Meghann	Burnett,	Vice	President
Nikki	Cooper,	Secretary
David	White,	Treasurer

SSC	Board
Mary	Decker,	Principal
Chad	Geary,	Parent
Nassrine	Nourredine,	Chairperson
Alyssa	Rose,	Parent
Jenna	Wolff,	Teacher	
Sara	Casagrande,	Teacher
Elizabeth	Spackman,	Parent
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