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Good Evening. Thank you Yale University for sending me here
today to talk about something so precious
to my heart. My name is Dimah Adnan. I
have been studying archeology for seven
years now. I believe that Yale sent me
here because I was a very hard working
determined student, after all I did get into college before all
my classmates. I got into college at seventeen and graduated at
twentyone. After a while I became an archaeologist and went to
many digs around the whole world. I was an archaeologist for
three years, and can I just say they were the greatest three
years of my life. After spending three years learning so much, I
decided I wanted to teach others. I became a professor at UCLA
University. Now let’s get back on track. I came here today to
talk about which Mesopotamian empire was the most achieved. There
are four total empires. The Akkadian empire, the Babylonian
empire, the Assyrian empire, and last the NeoBabylonian empire.
The Babylonians are known for their breathtaking code of laws and
their majestic citystate. I do hope that by the time you leave
you will also believe that the Babylonian empire was the empire
with the greatest accomplishments.
The Babylonian empire was ruled by a king named Hammurabi.
King Hammurabi created and perfected his empire with the his code
of laws. Everyone had to accept and follow these rules. Many
believed that their gods created the rules so they felt pressured
when they were told to follow. Everyone was punished when they

committed a crime. The punishment was different for your social
level. Poor people were punished with violence, when the rich
just had to pay a fine. Sometimes poor people were sentenced to
death, but only if they built a house and it fell then killed
someone, if their son was killed then the builders son would have
to be sentenced to death. If some poor guy were to steal, his
hands were to be cut off. Hammurabi led his empire to success
because he had a routine and a set of rules for them to follow.
Even

though they were not given equal rights the people still

felt safe. I just realized that I was only talking about men's
rights. The women also had a say around there and they were given
many more rights than usual. Now let’s talk about the women and
slaves rights.
The Babylonian King, Hammurabi made a great amount of
fairness toward the people of Babylonia. I am unbelievingly
interested on this topic. I do believe that women
and men, poor and rich should all have the same
amount of rights. Obviously this favor could not be
accomplished, but they were getting there. Women
and slaves had many more rights than all the other
empires. Women could keep their wages and own land.
Although they could not choose their own husbands they still felt
a bit more free. Slaves could also keep their wages and own land.
They could even buy themselves free. Since they could keep their
wages they could save up then ask their owners how much they
needed to be set free. I understand this does not sound fair now
but, that’s only because we don’t have slaves anymore. The
Babylonians did allow slaves but they wanted them to be able to
be set free. Now, the women didn’t care who they married, some

didn’t even want to get married, but the marriages were always
arranged and the fathers chose who will marry their daughter.
Now I can see a lot of people aren’t convinced yet, so let
me try something else to convince you. The
Akkadian people were cruel. They were saden and
were mentally disturbed. They made a victory
stele whenever there was a great victory. One
stele represented NaramSin's greatest victory.
Why would you need a stele? It’s just stupid.
They even tore down the walls of the people who
worked for days to months trying to make it safe
for their empire. Then, we have the Assyrians. Don’t even get me
started on what the Assyrians did. They wore people's heads as
NECKLACES! Wow! The Assyrians were mentally disturbed
psychopaths! Like if you want a necklace then just go to someone
who knows how to make jewelry with beads and metals no need to
KILL and behead people. Last we have the NeoBabylonian empire.
The NeoBabylonian people were so lazy that
they copied the Babylonian empires name but put
a neo in front to make it seem as though they
were better,bolder, and brand new. Some people
say they were inconsiderate because they used
so much of the empires water to plant and feed there “Hanging
Garden of Babylon.” That’s true, while their empires was dying
they were just taking everything to keep a GARDEN alive. That’s
just wrong. The NeoBabylonians may have been skilled in
mathematics and astronomy, but they were most definitely not
skilled in family and in being sweet and understanding to others.
They did not fill their people's needs but they filled their own.

The “Hanging Garden of Babylon” might have been a view but it was
not helping their people. It was targeted to fill the emptiness
of one person not their whole empire. As you can see, Babylon was
the best because the other empires all used violence for bad. Now
i’m not saying that Babylon does not use violence, but they only
use violence to keep Babylonia safe from any harm. Other empires
used violence to win wars and defeat people.
So, have I convinced you yet? To sum it all up, the
Babylonians were the first to create and enforce a set of rules
to their empire. We still use laws for everyday use and rules for
schools and shops. Humanity can probably not even survive a day
without laws. In Babylon the people also used there laws everyday
and made it a routine to follow these rules. We use laws to help
us drive, negotiate, and choose our leaders. The Babylonians used
laws to help with slaves and women's rights. Laws also helped
choose their next leaders. As you can see, the Babylonians were
the best and most achieved empire.
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