Babylonia Empir
“The Most Accomplished Empire”
Thank you. As many of you know, I am Kianna Larsson. I am a Professor at Stanford
University, where I got my PhD. I’ve been an archeologist for 12 years, and am
quite fond of my job. Ever since I was in the sixth grade, history and archeology
have been very important to me. My teacher made history really fun, with lots of
handson projects. He inspired me to become an archaeologist. Today, I do digs
in many places, such as India, Egypt, and Iran. However, my favorite civilization
to study is Mesopotamia, where the first empires were. Now, I have a very
important question to ask you: which Mesopotamian Empire accomplished the
most? The Akkadians, who made the first empire? No. The fierce Assyrians with good war
strategies? No. The NeoBabylonians who created the first sundial? No! These empires all
pale next to the other Mesopotamian Empire, Babylonia! I assure you, that when you leave this
classroom today, you too will think the Babylonian Empire had the best accomplishments.
First of all, the king of Babylonia (named Hammurabi) brought his
people together with Hammurabi’s code. Hammurabi’s code was a set of laws
Hammurabi wrote himself. Hammurabi’s code unified the empire and
preserved order in all of Babylonia. As you know, religion was very important
in these times. This is why the king wrote the laws based off the Gods, so the
laws could never be changed. Also, these laws covered many situations. It
covered divorce, marriage, trade, payments, and all sorts of events in life. But
it also covered punishments for crime. The punishments weren’t always fair, but next to some
of the things other empires did, these laws weren’t unfair at all. Although some laws were
harsh, Hammurabi’s code was the first set of laws that applied to everyone! That is a major
accomplishment, yet, Babylonia had even more achievements.
Another achievement of the Babylonians are the rights women and slaves had. Women
could own property and keep the money they earned. Plus, slaves could
keep money, own property, and even buy their own freedom! Do you know
how unusually fair those rights are? In America, slaves weren’t fully free till
around the mid1800s, and women could finally vote in the early 1900s!
Guess what? Babylonians lived from around 1800 B.C.E. to 1500 B.C.E.!
They lived way before slaves and women finally had the rights they have today in the United

States. This shows the Babylonians weren’t as prejudiced as people that came after them. The
Babylonians are sounding better after every minute! GO BABYLONIANS!
Ok, I see some of you are still not convinced. Well, you will be soon enough! You may
have been wondering why I don’t like other empires as much as Babylonia. Let’s start with the
NeoBabylonians. They’re fine, but not the best. As all of the empires did, Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of NeoBabylonia, fought for his large empire to claim more land. Yet, he didn’t do it in
the kindest ways. When Hebrews fought to keep their land, Nebuchadnezzar took many of
them in captivity, and many of them never returned to their homeland. Think of it this way.
Would you want to never be able to return to your homeland just because you didn’t want
another group of people to conquer your territory? This is plain mean. Now for the Akkadians.
They were the first empire, but was this a great accomplishment? No!
Without much experience, the Akkadians were able to fall more easily.
The Akkadians stole Sumerian ideas, and they didn’t have many other
achievements. Not what I would call the best empire. But don’t get me
started with the Assyrians. Violence around every corner, terrifying war
strategies, having a goal to spread fear? WHAT? How are their war strategies an
accomplishment? The Assyrians are all bloodthirsty and greedy for more land. They live a life
of cruelty, and don’t care about others. And who would make someone wear their leaders
heads around their neck? Just thinking about the idea, and the Assyrians themselves, makes
me shiver. People who love war and seeing blood are not my kind of people. These 3 empires
are definitely not the best. Babylonians are the only ones with fantastic accomplishments.
Cleary the Babylonians are the best empire. They had so many great accomplishments!
Hammurabi’s code was very important since it was the first set of
laws that applied to everyone. Today, without laws, everything
would be a mess. Cars would always crash into each other, and
criminals could do crimes without a punishment! Also, women and
slaves rights were a great achievement. In America these days,
slaves are illegal and women can do just as much as men, but for a long time, this was false.
Babylonians were more fair than many people before and after them, and understand that skin
tone and gender doesn’t make a difference. No empire can beat the awesome Babylonians!
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