
 

Don’t You Blog Me Baby 

Who: Yourself + maximum one other person 

What: A blog post 

Where: Post the completed entry to ____________________________________________________ 

When: End of the period on Friday, February 2.  

Why: Many people in the modern era get their information through digital sources. Knowing the 

science is one thing, but being able to explain it to a wide (and sometimes less-scientifically-familiar) 

audience is a different skill. Can you break down this scientific issue into something understandable 

for the everyday person? Can you keep your audience’s attention while sharing your impressive 

knowledge of biology?  

How: Choose a topic from class and research how it has shown up in the news/world at large. 

Communicate the topic in a blog post for both 1) scientific accuracy and 2) entertainment.  

Possible topics:  

- Eutrophication events in local or recent history (within the last five years) 

- Biomagnification/bioaccumulation (ex: mercury, DDT and other pesticides, etc.) 

- Carbon sinks and human use 

- Topics from last semester: photosynthesis, cellular respiration, population biology, etc. 

o If using something from last semester, check the topic with me before writing it 

Questions to answer or cover in your post:  

- Why should we (humankind) care about this?  

- How does your topic relate to what you’ve been doing in class? (Explain the science 

behind why and how it’s happening)  

- How will this affect people and ecosystems? What are possible positive/negative/neutral 

outcomes? 

- What are your (the blogger’s) feelings/opinions on this?  

Things to incorporate:  

- A title that gets a click  

- At least one relevant picture that enhances the reader’s experience 

- Citation from at least one news source (Things to consider: How reliable/impartial is the 

source? Who’s writing or funding that news site?) 



Final blog posts will be assessed on: 

- Scientific accuracy: Is it relevant to topics that we have covered in class? Are the scientific 

facts true?  

- Entertainment: Is it fun to read? Would the general public be interested in the topic after 

seeing this post?  

- Writing style: Are there grammatical or spelling errors? Does the writing clearly and 

understandably communicate information? If someone were reading this aloud, would it 

make sense?  

 

Sites for inspiration and writing styles:  

13.7 Cosmos and Culture by NPR <https://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/>  

Ask a Mathematician/Ask a Physicist <http://www.askamathematician.com/>  

Bill Nye’s Planetary Society Blog <http://www.planetary.org/blogs/bill-nye/>  

Scientific American Blog Network <https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/>  
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