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May 18, 2021 
 
 
 
Good afternoon Rio Americano families, students and staff, 
 
Last week a teacher had several flags from Germany on display in their class, including 
a flag from Nazi Germany, as part of a lesson. The Nazi flag is a long-standing symbol of 
hate and does not represent the culture and values of our school or our district. The 
symbolism of these flags is deplorable and we denounce it - hate has no place at our 
school. 
 
A full investigation is currently underway into this incident. We are looking into why the 
teacher thought the flags were appropriate to use and ensuring both the instructor 
involved and others understand that this is not an acceptable way to teach any 
curriculum. The flags were removed from the classroom last week. 
 
We, as a school community, stand for respect and inclusion. Rio Americano is a place 
where all are free to learn in a safe and welcoming environment. This reinforces the 
importance of the ongoing work that Rio started in 2019 after incidents of hate and bias. 
It is an opportunity for continued education and the building of a more inclusive climate 
and culture at Rio and throughout the district.  
 
We are working to create a safe space for students to share their impact and we will 
have more details to share soon with students and families. Additionally, we are putting 
together resources and materials for Rio Americano staff to use in having conversations 
in their classrooms with students.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and for being a part of the Rio community. Please 
reach out to me directly if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Brian Ginter 
Principal 
Rio Americano HS 
 
 

 

 


