
Coaches,   
 
I’d apologize for the lack of updates but there really hasn’t been a lot to update so we 
didn’t take up your time.   
 
ACTION REQUIRED (at least for some): Read: Homerooms/Homebases & 
Electronic versions of the exams (although there is good information on each topic). 
 
Event sign ups: Should be complete, there are a few isolated spots open for changes but 
we had as many spots as teams so things are tight.  We will not be coordinating swaps for 
teams if they didn’t get the spots they wanted/needed, part of Science Olympiad is 
dealing with that stuff (and even our own team had to get creative on an event due to the 
swiftness of the sign ups). 
 
Homerooms/Homebases: At this time we are planning on having homerooms for 
everyone (it will be close) so you can be inside if rainy weather.  Fair warning, if it isn’t 
raining, you might want to be outside since that might actually be warmer than inside 
since we will not have heat in the buildings (combination of us being cheap, donations 
being down 30% this year, and trying to “ensure” the fans stay off in the gym for the 
flying events).   For teams traveling great distances, this can help with their packing.   
 
Each homeroom will have two teams (with a few exceptions for large and small rooms).  
Obviously the schools that have multiple teams are easy but for everyone else, we will be 
mixing a middle school team with a high school team.  We have put the following 
schools together due to the relationship between the Science Olympiad teams: 
  
Milpitas/ Thomas Russell  
Palo Alto/ Greene 
Ukiah/ Pomolita 
Wicklund/Mountain House 
Smedburg/Sheldon 
Tokay/Elkhorn (3 teams total) 
BASIS/BASIS 
Franklin/Franklin 
 
If there are other schools that have a working relationship between them, please let us 
know (likewise, if the relationship stated above is misinformed). For schools that have no 
natural pairings, we will select at random and pair you together.   
 
Homerooms will receive the specific homeroom upon check-in in the morning in room 
E2.  It is VITAL that the homerooms be left clean and that all the furniture be returned to 
its original location so we request that you take pictures before you walk in and ensure 
the room is left in the same condition when you leave (we will also ask the same of the 
event rooms).   
 



Flying events:  Due to a basketball game the night before, it doesn’t look like we will be 
able to have practice flights in the morning.  Additionally, tarps will be down on most of 
the gym floor for that Saturday and a small section will be off cordoned off, please stay 
off of the wooden gym floor (retrieving a flying device that went down in that area is 
okay).   
 
Snack bar: We will have a small snack bar with snacks (shocking, I know) but not entire 
meals.  Doughnuts, chips, Gatorade and hot chocolate  (in the morning only I believe) 
and such will be available.  The Mira Loma Red Cross student club will run this and ALL 
proceeds will be going to the Paradise fire victim (neither the school club nor our team 
will receive anything).  In addition, they will be collecting monetary donations at the 
snack bar for the local fire victims.   
 
Events: If you are like us and/or our students, you will now be starting to work on your 
events so let me just repeat a few things I have said before.  We expect each team to run 
the complete event including all materials, personal, and copies that are needed.  
Obviously if something come up right before the tournament, we will do our best to 
assist.  When wiring the tests, please keep in mind the amount if time you have for 
grading and the fact that we have teams and students who have never competed in 
Science Olympiad before and have student and teams who have had success at the state 
and national level, the exams should have a range of questions so everyone can have 
some success but also everyone is challenged.  We don’t want a test average of 15% and 
we don’t want four teams to score 100% on the exam (seen them both and they are both 
difficult to deal with in this setting).   
 
Electronic versions of the exams: One of the benefits of an invitational is getting back 
all the exams along with the answer keys.  To facilitate that, we ask that the FINAL 
version of the exam AND answer key be emailed to rjacks@sanjuan.edu with the subject 
line: ML EXAM.  One file with both the exam and answer key is preferred.  We will 
distribute the exams within a couple of days of the invitational to those teams who have 
shared your exams with us.  Obviously, some events do not have exams (engineering 
events and such) so you will not have to worry about that.  Getting the tests a couple of 
days before the invitational allows us to concentrate on the tournament on that Saturday.  
 
Exams returned:  After the awards ceremony, you will get back all your exams you took 
that day.   
 
Engineering event supervisors: Score sheets can be found on the following page (also 
useful for individual coaches/team members): https://www.soinc.org/scoresheets 
 
Scoring penalties: Officially: “officials are encouraged to apply the least restrictive 
penalty for rules infractions”.  Unofficially: It is an invitational, lets ensure the team 
members learn from their “errors” here so they are not repeated.  It isn’t a free for all, but 
it is the first tournament of the year for most teams.   
 



Arbitration: It is an invitational so we basically wont have anything in place.  In the 
previous five years we have run this tournament, nothing has gotten to that level because 
most coaches have the (correct, in my view) attitude that this day is all about learning 
from our success and failures and if there is even a question of did something fall outside 
the rules, it is something to be corrected before the next tournament and not haggled over 
here.  That being said, if we have to solve a dispute, we will.   
 
As always, please ask us any questions as they come up.  Updates will be coming more 
often from here on out due to everyone suddenly taking the tournament seriously since 
we are so close (us included).  
 
 


