
Teams, 
 
Okay, it looks like this is the final group, a middle school and high school team have each 
dropped out so we have to schools that were originally on the waitlist.  Confirming those new 
team took a couple of days.  If you are going to drop out of the invitational, please let us know 
as soon as you can so we can make arrangements for your spot and your event(s).   
 
For those who are new to this invitational, we try to only deal with Olympiad stuff on the 
weekends so if you email questions, please don’t be offended if the answer isn’t immediate 
(due to traveling this weekend, this is being sent out early).  The week before the invitational, 
we will check more often.  We also don’t have updates every weekend and you can always look 
find the updates near the top of the website along with your email inbox. 
 
Now down to the important stuff: 
 
Schedule:  The schedule we received from the state director recently matches the national 
schedule (for the first time) so many conflicts are removed.  The schedules we have are 
attached. 
 
Ping-Pong Parachute: Due liability reasons, the NorCal Science Olympiad Director has created a 
new set of rules for this event.  It is the same with one exception: will be held outdoors.  Since 
this event was created to prevent outdoor events in the Midwest in Jan & Feb (can’t blame 
them), we felt like we could take advantage of the mild winters we have on the west coast.  We 
were originally planning on doing both the NorCal Bottle Rocket and National Ping-Pong 
Parachute events but since they are almost identical, it doesn’t make much sense.  We will be 
holding our event outdoors so don’t worry about hitting the ceiling.  For those non-NorCal 
teams, this should still provide you with valuable data for your team, sorry we can’t do both (it 
was going to be a logistical headache in the big gym if we held it indoors so it really wasn’t 
going to take us much of an excuse to not run it in the first place). The rules are attached. 
 
Trial event(s):  Now that the bottle rocket event isn’t our trial event, we are open to running a 
trial event for both B and C.  Information TBA. 
 
Hotel recommendations: Many teams are coming from great distances so a word of caution, 
the closest motels to Mira Loma are not the best (meaning I wouldn’t feel comfortable having 
my team spend the night there).  Without recommending any specific motels, there are lots of 
great options around town within a 20 min drive from campus.  I suggest the cluster near Arden 
Way at Capital City Freeway or the cluster at HW 50 and Sunrise Blvd.   
 
Events: Events are posted on the website.  Most schools got one of their first three choices but 
there are a few who didn’t.  Please let us know if any event is an issue.   
 
We ask that you look over the rules of your event at some point over the next week or so to 
verify there isn’t a logistical issue that has to be addressed, we can solve most problems if we 



have enough notice.   
 
While we try to put on a good invitational, the true strength of the tournament is mainly 
determined by the individual event supervisors.  When developing your event, understand we 
(purposely) have teams at all levels of Science Olympiad experience.  We have students who 
have had success at the highest level and students who will be at their first tournament.  Please 
ensure each level of student can have some success and also be challenged.  We do not want to 
have an event where six teams get one hundred percent on the exam nor so we want an exam 
where the high score is fifteen percent; if we are down to ranking penmanship, things have 
gone bad (seen it happen).   
 
Donation: To help run the Mira Loma Science Olympiad Invitational, the Mira Loma Science 
Olympiad team is asking for a donation of $150 per team.  Now that the teams have been 
finalized, we are asking that checks are mailed to: 
 
Mira Loma High School 
Attn: Scott Martinez 
4000 Edison Ave 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
Please make the checks payable to Mira Loma Science Olympiad and put your school name in 
the memo section.  Receipts for the invitational will be in the welcome packet you pick up upon 
check-in the day of the invitational, if you need it sooner, please contact us.   
 
Insurance form requirement: We do not require insurance forms from individual schools; 
  
Wrist bands and event slips:  We do not require these either.   
 
Regional registration: It is a National Science Olympiad rule that all teams competing in any 
invitational be registered with their local region.  Teams and invitationals that violate this rule 
are subject to severe consequences up to and including not being able to compete at any level, 
so we will be enforcing this rule.  We will be checking with your regional/state director starting 
Nov 1st.  Please try to ensure your team(s) is/are registered by then.  Teams that we cannot 
confirm registrations for will not be able to compete (although the Nov 1 deadline won’t be 
that cut off-we understand the realities of dealing with district money). 
 
Engineering sign ups: Sign ups will be done on-line and the date is still being determined but 
we are looking at the middle/late December.  We will send out the date, time, and method 
when we have determined all the details.   
 
Homerooms:  At this time, we are planning on giving every team a homeroom, to be shared 
with another team from the other division (normally).  This is actually the limiting size factor for 
our invitational.  At some point in the future, I will ask you for other teams you want to share a 



homeroom with (but not now).  I know some of the middle school/high school pairs but not all 
of them.   
 
I am sure there are other details we are forgetting but that is enough for now.   
 
 
 
 
 
 


