
Coaches, 
 
Schedules and impounds: We have updated the schedules with impound times.  If you are 
RUNNING one of the events and the impound time doesn’t work, please let us know ASAP 
(keep in mind the time needed to set up the event and how much of that do you want no 
students present in that time frame).  Unless otherwise noted, the impound will be in the same 
location as the event.  
 
Room numbers: Event room numbers will not be posted until the week of the invitational.  
Homeroom numbers will not be available until the morning at check inn.  After check in, there 
will be a list of homerooms posted inside/outside the scoring room (E2).  
 
Flying events:  
 Trim flights:  Trim flights will be available in the big gym starting at 7:00 am OR 
whenever the big gym is ready (we hope to have it ready the night before but that doesn’t 
always happen due to basketball games).  The trim flights will end at 8:00.  ONLY STUDENTS 
WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE GYM DURING TRIM FLIGHTS, NO PARENTS OR COACHES. 
 Safety:  If anything is sprayed on the motors of the device it MUST be done over the 
tarps that will be placed on the gym floor.  We have had basketball players suffer injuries due to 
the slippery gym floor.  Being a safety issue, anyone seen violating this rule (at any point 
throughout the day) will be immediately disqualified from the event. 
 Gym Dimensions: The location of both events will be in our large gym.  We have been 
told the dimensions of this gym are 100 feet by 108 feet and the height is 21 feet except where 
the AC units are, in which case the height is 19.5 feet.  During the events, one set of bleachers 
will be out for spectators.   
 After the events: We will clear out the gym until we are set up for the awards ceremony 
(event supervisors can stay and finish their paperwork).  Once we are set up for the awards, we 
will make an announcement stating you can come down to the gym.  We tentatively have 
entertainment planned for prior to the awards (but I honestly do not know what type of 
entertainment, that was assigned to another coach).   
 
Homerooms: All schools will have a homeroom that they can use but if it isn’t raining, you 
might want to set up outside since we will have no heat in the homerooms.  This is done to 
ensure the air is off in the gym (and too save money).  As discussed in the previous email, two 
or three teams will be assigned.  It is VITAL that these rooms be returned to their original 
condition and clean.  We ask that pictures be taken by the teams before anyone walks in the 
room and everything is returned to those locations if they are moved.  We also ask that you 
stay away from the teachers’ desks.  Trash and recycle bags will be given to you when you 
check in.  While food is allowed, we ask that special care is taken to ensure it is cleaned up.   
 
Snack bar: We will have a small snack bar with snacks (shocking, I know) but not entire meals.  
It will be run by the Mira Loma Red Cross Club with proceeds going to a worthy cause (they 
haven’t told me which one).   
 



Events: If you are like us and/or our students, you will now be starting to work on your events 
so this is a good time to explain a few things.  We expect each team to run the complete event 
including all materials, personal, and copies that are needed.  Obviously if something come up 
right before the tournament, we will do our best to assist.  When wiring the tests, please keep 
in mind the amount of time you have for grading and the fact that we have teams and students 
who have never competed in Science Olympiad before and have student and teams who have 
had success at the state and national level, the exams should have a range of questions so 
everyone can have some success but also everyone is challenged.  We don’t want a test 
average of 15% and we don’t want four teams to score 100% on the exam (seen them both and 
they are both difficult to deal with in this setting).   
 
Electronic versions of the exams: One of the benefits of an invitational is getting back all the 
exams along with the answer keys.  To facilitate that, we ask that the FINAL version of the exam 
AND answer key be emailed to rjacks@sanjuan.edu with the subject line: ML EXAM.  One file 
with both the exam and answer key is preferred.  We will distribute the exams within a couple 
of days of the invitational to those teams who have shared your exams with us.  Obviously, 
some events do not have exams (engineering events and such) so you will not have to worry 
about this issue.  Getting the tests a couple of days before the invitational allows us to 
concentrate on the tournament on that Saturday.  
 
Exams returned:  After the awards ceremony, you will get back all your exams your team(s) 
took that day.   
 
Engineering event supervisors: Score sheets can be found on the following page (also useful for 
individual coaches/team members): https://www.soinc.org/scoresheets 
 
Parking: Due to the construction of our new Science Building, we have lost the 165 parking 
spots that were in that parking lot (next year we should have ten new classrooms and about 
half those parking spots back).  Our student parking lot has 224 spots and was not used much 
last year so we will be close to having enough parking on campus.  We might have another area 
open for parking but we might be launching bottle rockets from that location.  Worse comes to 
worse, some will have to park on the street.  Please be courteous of our neighbors and be 
aware the opposite side of Edison avenue is a no parking zone (there are street signs).  With 
this in mind, we are asking that you car pool as much as possible.    
 
Parking lot address:  While the school address is 4000 Edison Ave., the parking lot address is: 
3710 Becerra Way, Sacramento, California 95821.  It is a side street and would be easy to find 
but this should help.   
 
Photos:  Photographing/video recording of your own team and/or their device(s) is allowed, but 
photographing/video recording of other teams, their team members and/or their device(s) is 
specifically NOT ALLOWED (this is standard for all Science Olympiad tournaments).   
 



ESUS: At this time we are not planning on any method of facilitating any changes.  We would 
recommend keeping an eye out for the spot that you need, teams do go in and change things. 
 
 
Things we DO NOT need:  
Individual permission forms from team members. 
Individual photo releases from team members.  
Insurance documentation from your school/district.   
Event slips. 
Wristbands. 
 
Things that would be nice to have: 
A donation from all teams. 
 
Due to personal travels over the holiday’s there will not be much updating over the break.  If 
there is an issue that needs quick response, please send it to all three coaches.   
 
Happy Holidays and safe travels, 
 
Mira Loma Science Olympiad Coaches 


