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Introduction

AP English Language and Composition is considered one of the best APs to start a
a0dzZRSyidQa 't OF NBSN#d ¢KIFG 06SAy3a &l ARI A
of students earned a 5. To score high, you need to be able to flex your essay

writing and rhetorical analysis muscles, and also understand what the scorers are
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also packed in plenty of study guides to help you maximize your test prep time,
like our Ultimate List of AP English Language Tips.
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It features information from theAlbertBlogpb L ¥ @2 dzQNBX 221 Ay3 7T
resources, be sure to regularly check the blog and subscribe to hear about our

new posts. Even as we release this eBook, there are several great human

3S23INF LIKE& 3JdzARSa ySIENAYy3A Lzt AOFGAZ2Y 2V
of your other APs, your college entrance exams, and even college course work.

Email us athello@albert.iaf you have any questions, suggestions, or comments!

Last Updated: December 2016
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About Us

What is Albert?

Albert bridges the gap between learning and mastery with interactive content
written by world-class educators.

We offer:
) ¢tSya 27 -8tHedamiide fjurRstion®iT all the major APs
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compared to others
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-deptil personal statistics to track your progress
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Learn anything through interactive practice: College math and science, Advanced Placement®,

5AT®, ACT®, GRE®, GMAT®, literature, social science, history, and more.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 9



https://www.facebook.com/learnwithalbert/
https://twitter.com/learnwithalbert
https://albert.io/
mailto:schools@albert.io?subject=%5BInquiry%5D%20Albert%20School%20License

000
Why Educators Love Us

We asked teachers how their students did after using Albert.

Here is what they had to say:

My students had an 81.2% passing ratke previous year was 76%

(the highest rate in our county)! | am thrilled. | had 64 students total,
with 6 receiving 5s, 19 scoring 4s, 27 receiving 3s, 10 scored 2s and 2
received 1s.

Susan M., JP Taravella High

70% of my students scored 3 or higher. This is up from last year, and is
also well above the national average. Needless to say, | am very
happy with my students' success. | used Albert more intentionally thi
year. In the beginning of the year, | wanted students simply to answe
guestions and practice. Once they had -PBO questions answered,
we looked for trends, strengths, and weaknesses and worked on
addressing them. Students were tasked with increasing their answel
accuracy no matter how many questions it took, then they set their
own goals (some wanted to focus around tone; others needed
practice with meaning as a whole).

Bill S., Lapeer High School

Last year 40% passed with 3s and 4s. This year 87% passed, most had
4s and 5s. We used the stimuloased multiple choice questions
throughout the year and as review for the exam. | think it helped
tremendously.

Alice P., First Baptist Christian Academy
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Why Students Love Us

We asked students how they did after using Albert.

Here is what they had to say:

| scored very well this yeairfour 5s and one 4. Albert helped me get
used to the types of questions asked on the exam and overall my
scores were better this year.

Robyn G., Chambersburg Area Senior High School

Last year was my first year taking an AP test, and unfortunately | didll W™ =

not do as well as | had hoped. The subject had not been my best, a~ R
that was definitely displayed on my performance. However this year
made a much higher score on my AP test. The previous year had b
AP World History and | had made a 2. For this year it was AP Englis
Language, and | scored a 4. There was a definite jump in my score
because Albert pushed me to focus on my weaknesses and form theg =
into strengths.

Charlotte R., Rome High

| scored a 4 on AP Biology, much higher than expected. Albert was an
effective resource to guide me through AP Biology. Keeping up with it
consistently all year as | learned the lesson in class was crucial to
reinforcing my understanding and lotgrm memorization of Biology.
After class each day, Albert helped to sink in the ideas that | was
taught in the morning.

Lily O., Wake Forest High School

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 11
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Is AP English Language
Hard?

Image Source: Flickr

Did you know that you can take some of your time in high school to earn college
ONBRAGAK 2Sfttsx A0Qa UGNMXzZSP {2YS 27F &2 dzNJ
credit. How does it work? If you take the AP English Language and Composition

class in high school and pass the corresponding exam, then you can earn credits
towards your degree. Not only that, but you will be able to improve your English

language skills too.

13
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Through the AP English class, you will be able to strengthen your writing skills
while expanding your vocabulary. You will also learn to read more critically. With a
focus on nonfiction written works, you will explore subjects that you can relate to
current events or other classwork. Covered materials will include an exploration of
diverse styles from multiple time periods. A variety of authors will be examined to
present you with a wider range of composition styles and writing techniques.

As you can see, AP English just builds on the foundation that you have built
throughout your time in school. It is based on improving your current capabilities
to reach a college level, especially when creating works of an analytical or
argumentative style.

Course Overview

TheAP _English Language and Compospimvides an irdepth study of

particular nonfiction texts. The focus is placed on rhetorical analysis and aims to
improve your writing skills in the areas of evideraantered analytic or

persuasive pieces.

Reading and writing assignments will be designed to work in conjunction. This
allows the key concepts to be explored from both directions, with the student
functioning as the reader and the writer throughout the course. Often, the course
will include the analysis of current events which allows the students to explore
the sentiment of the time and how argumentative writing functions today.

The examination of historical texts will also be reviewed to understand the core
iIssues of the times. Critical analysis will allow you to examine the works based on
their original context, as well as through the context of today.

Writing assignments will allow you to explore how you structure responses to
Issues or concepts. Exploration of formal writing styles will be included, as well as
an introduction to various nonfiction genres. The impact of word choice when
conveying a perspective will be examined including how individual selections
increase or decrease the overall effectiveness of the piece.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 14
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Academic Challenges in AP English Language

9PSYy (K2dzZAK ¢gNAGAY3I A& | FdzyRFYSydalt O2
difficulty resides in the reading level required. You will need to be able to employ

critical thinking skills to answer fundamental questions regarding the composition

of specified works. Further, you will have to be able to integrate the concepts

behind these core questions into your written works.

While there are no prerequisites for participating in an AP English Language
course, certain previous experience will make it less challenging. Having a
background in rhetorical analysis and formal argument structures will serve as a
foundation for the course. Often, these concepts are introduced before a student
reaching high school, so you are likely to have the necessary understandings to
perform well.

There are no prescribed texts for the course which mean that the texts AP English
reviews are not standardized for all students. While you may focus on certain

written works, those taking the course in a different school may work with other

pieces of text. However, the CollegeBoard does recommend that teachers choose
LIASOSa GKIFIGO FNB RSaAAIYSR (2 OKIfftSy3as i
selected works should spark discussions regarding multiple potential points of

view and their associated stances.

Based on the recommended six to eight hours of activity being dedicated to the
subject on a weekly basis, you will likely have a substantial amount of homework.

If you have a heavy course load, this could make the class more challenging due to
the time expectations.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 15
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

By the Numbers

All AP exams are based on a standard scoring system. The scores can range from
one to five, with one being the lowest score and five being the highest score
available. A minimum score of 3 is required to qualify for college credit at most
accredited educational institutions.

The most recen€CollegeBoard reporbased on data from the year 2013, shows
the success rate of students who took the AP English Language and Composition
exam as 57.6 percent. Here is the breakdown of the passing scores:

3 29
4 18.8
5 9.8

Based on the most common progression through English courses in high school,
the majority of testtakers are in their junior year. This is the point in your
education where you will have enough exposure to understand the more
advanced concepts, allowing you a higher chance of success than in previous
years. Some students attempt the test as sophomores and seniors, though this is

less common.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 16
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Exam Structure

The CollegeBoard has standardized streicture of the AP English exarsection |

Is multiple choice and accounts for 45 percent of the total exam score. You are
given one hour to complete this section and are presented with anywhere from 52
to 55 questions. Many of the questions are accompanied by excerpts from
selected nonfiction works. This allows you to refer to the piece while responding
to all related questions.

Section Il focuses on your writing ability. There will be three-fesponse

guestions, also referred to as essay questions. You will be given two hours and 15
minutes to complete this section. 15 minutes of that time is a dedicated reading
period. Your responses in this section will be considered to calculate 55 percent of
your total exam score.

The writing section focuses on three key composition areas: synthesis, rhetorical
analysis, and argument. You will be expected to read multiple passages and refer

to the texts to form a single, cohesive argument for your thesis. You will also
NEGASSG y2yFAOUGAZ2Y 62NJa (2 FylrftelsS K2g
overall meaning of the piece. Finally, you will be expected to craft a written

argument, with supporting evidence, in response to a specified topic.

The trickiest part about the freeesponse section is that you must allocate your
time appropriately between the three questions. Here is a technique that gives
you the best chance of creating quality responses:

1. Read all of the questions at least once.

HO® 52y Q0 ySOSaalNAte FyasgSN KSY Ay

3. Start with the piece that seems the easiest to you and work until it is
completed.

4. Go to the second easiest piece and finish it.

5. Leave the most challenging piece until the end.

| SN Qa GKS RSIHf® ¢KAa U0SOKyYyAIldzS KSft LA
area in which you are most comfortable.
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Additionally, you will likely finish this one quickly in comparison to the others. The
second piece may be more challenging, but you are more apt to leave a quality
answer than with the third section. Since the most difficult part is the last, you can
use all of your remaining time to work on that essay. You may even have more
time than you would have initially assumed if you finished the other two pieces
faster than you anticipated.

Content

The AP English review will focus on nonfiction works written in a variety of styles.
The features texts can include works across multiple eras as well as a wide
selection of topics. The focus will be on critical thinking in regards to how certain
features of the texts affect the tone and effectiveness of the work.

The reading and writing assignments are designed to advance your vocabulary
and writing skills. It will promote a colled¢evel understanding of the use of
language in analytical and reseafishsed works with or without an

argumentative tone.

Group discussion may be encouraged to examine works from multiple pafints
view. Further, you may be given assignments designed to challenge another
LIS N& 2 y-Ofiew 32 & stliject, similar to staging a debate.

Skills Required

If you want to flourish in AP English, you will need a suitable reading and writing
level for the associated work. Often, this includes an advanced vocabulary and a
solid understanding of the structures of selected written works.

Analytical and critical thinking skills are also essential, as well as the ability to back

arguments with facts. Knowledge of current events can be helpful in crafting
arguments based on current sentiment.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 18
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Is AP English Language Worth it?

One of the benefits of taking AP English courses is that you will be better prepared
for the demands of college. Not only will you be introduced to coHegel
concepts, but you will have the opportunity to build upon them.

Were you hoping for more? Well, here is the best part. By completing the AP
English Language and Composition course, you will be prepared to take the
corresponding AP exam. If you score a 3 or better on the exam, you can qualify for
college credit. Not only does this help you reach your goals of earning a degree, it
can also save you time and money.

How does it save time? It saves time because it means you will not have to attend
that class to graduate. In most cases, introductory English language and
composition courses are required for all students. This is true whether you are
majoring in English or Zoology. By passing the exam, it is one less class you have to
take to earn your degree.

| 2¢ R2Sa Al al @S Y2ySeéK [ 2dz R2y Qi KI @S
attend. Instead, you get credit in the class based on your score, and it goes on

your official transcript. This means the credits also transfer if you change schools
down the road. Taking an AP exam is much cheaper than paying for a college

course so that you can keep the difference.

If you have an interest in language and writing in general, you will be able to
explore new concepts to expand your understanding of the subject. You will be
able to improve the quality of your writing and learn to read more critically. You
may even find yourself more adept at creating evidebeeked arguments and
better prepared for persuasive writing.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 19
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Now, for those who are focusing on English as a major, taking AP English courses
can help you create a more solid foundation before you head to college. For those
who major in anything else, you may find research papers easier to write. The
analytical writing techniques can be applied to the majority of written

assignments in college, regardless of the subject. Higtlity papers lead to
KAIKSNI ljdzr f AGé 3INIRS&ad ! YR gK2 R2SayQi

LF GKIFG gFayQid Sy2dzZAKI @2dz YAIKG | taz 3
topics. You will be able to put your analytical skills to work while reviewing the

concerns that face us today. This can help you further your understanding of
challenges across the country, and across the globe.

During your studies, you will also be introduced to historical topics through a
selection of nonfiction texts. This can help provide a deeper understanding of the
sentiment of the time, and provide context for past events. It may even help you
excel in your history classes.

Even if you think AP English Language and Composition sounds difficult, it can
certainly be worth the effort. You may be able to earn college credit, saving you
time and money when you pursue your degree, and can learn skills that can help
you in all of your future coursework. That sounds like a good deal to me.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 20
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Is AP English Language Hard? Cont.

Next Steps

If taking the AP English Language class sounds like the right move to you, you will
want to sign up for the class. You can speak with your administrator or guidance
counselor to see if you can attend the class. Even though the CollegeBoard lists no
prerequisites that do not mean your school does not have minimum standards to
qualify.

While most schools offer the class, smaller institutions may not have the ability to
do so. This can be due to a lack in the number of available teachers as well as low
interest in the subject among students. If that is the case, speak with
administrators and English teachers to see if astelfly course may be

appropriate. They may be able to create a custom AP English study guide to help
you properly direct your efforts.

In cases where taking a course is not an option, you can still take the exam. While
this may be a challenging approach, you can work on your own to cover the
material. Additionallyscoring guidelines for fre@esponse questionare

available. This allows you to write practice essays and review them in the same
way the exams are scored. Not only can this help you become comfortable with
the format, but it also allows you to train yourself to draft responses with the
highest score in mind.

I FOSNI I Ef 2F GKAAZ R2SayQid Al azdzyR tA]
move? You can advance your writing skills in a way that can benefit all of your

future coursework and earn college credits before leaving high school. Not only

that, but you can save yourself money by lowering the total amount of tuition it
gAff G 1S G2 ANIRdzFr S 52SayQi GKFG &2
R2 (K2dzalyRa 2F 20KSNJ alddzRSyta SOSNER @&
be earning college credit now. Schedule your class today.

d
S
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9 Things You Need to
Remember about the
AP English Language
and Composition Exam

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons

As with any test, the AP English Language and Composition exam has certain

quirks that you need to be prepared for before you walk in the door. In the heat of
G0KS Y2YSyidz A0Qa Slae (2 FT2NBSG (KAy3a
a list of things for you to keep in mind when taking the AP English test. Read

carefully, and feel free to ask any questions in the comments, or tell us what you
think should be added to this list.
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9 Things You Need to Remember about the
AP English Language and Composition
Exam Cont.

1. Graders are Looking for Precise Diction.

25Q0S yé@SNJfx1éﬁca&ﬂ£LmNh$QNBbMBu )
FSSt LINBaadz2NBR (2 AyOfdzRS 2dzif | yRAAK
According to theAP_English Language and Composition Ruboriget a nine, an

Saaleé akKz2dzZ R RSY2yaidN)» &GS GKIG | addzRSy
O2y iUNBft 2F f I y3Idz IS décwiakile graded wadtdrohiR K S NB
you is precise diction. If that means you pull out a fifteen syllable word, fine, but if

Al R2SayQi FTAG SEFOGfte 6KSNB &2dz Llzi A

KRB a
>

2. Have a Strategy in Place for Roman Numeral Questions.

Roman numeral questions are very common on the AP Language exam. These
questions will list three to four elements and ask you to decide which of them an
author uses a certain way. The following example can be found iARBhkeanguage
and Composition Course Descriptjavhich is a great source for free practice
material:

The speaker gives explicit symbolic significance to which of the following?

O JastBO B of AYyS no
Ld ¢KS aqaeNIlftSQQ o6ftAYyS no
LL® ¢KS aaidhkNQRQ o0fAyS 10
+® ¢KS a{SIQQ o6fAYyS MmO
(@) I and Il only
(b) Il and IV only
(c) I, Il, and 1l only
(d) [, Il, and IV only
6S0 LX LLX LLLZ FYR Lz%x¢
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9 Things You Need to Remember about the
AP English Language and Composition
Exam Cont.

When approaching these questions, first find a numeral you know should not be
in the list. If you know that the Sea is not given symbolic significance, you can
immediately eliminate (b), (d), and (e). From there, it is as simple as deciding
whether or not the star is given symbolic significance. You never even have to
think about the Jasmin or Myrtle, saving you time and simplifying the question.

3. You Will be Graded Heavily on your Thesis.

The most important part of any of your essays is your thesis. A weak thesis is an
automatically lower score. Whatever method you chose, be sure to incorporate a

main idea, supports, and atley G2 I dzy A GSNEIf ARSEF® hy
ddzNB @2dzNJ g NAOGAY3A tAGPSa dzlJ 2 GKS Of F AY
conclusion!

4. The Golden Rule of the Synthesis Essay.

As with the document based questions of the history world, the golden rule for

how many sources to include in your synthesis essay is one half plus one. So, if

you have six sources, use four. If you can incorporate even gqewdong as you

stay focused on your main gaayou will be better off. The graders want to see

K2g 6Stf €2dz Oy AYyO2N1lLIR2NIGS NBaSI NOK A
be afraid to refer to a source that disagrees with you. Counterarguments increase

your credibility.

5. Two Words: Rhetorical Strategies.
You know all of those pesky rhetorical devices your teacher is drilling into your

KSIFRK LT @2dz2QNB S@OSNJ aidzO1 F2NJ gKI G (2
you know how to spot them, as well as how to use them.
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9 Things You Need to Remember about the
AP English Language and Composition
Exam Cont.

Take for example the following question, pulled from thié¢ English Language and
Composition Course Description

GLY (GKS aSyidSyoOS o6S3A Y yd), the spaakeSempoyss S NS
all of the following except

(a) concrete diction

(b) parallel syntax

(c) simile

(d) understatement

6SO0 2y2YI 02L1R2SALl ¢

This type of question is very common, and it forces you to go back to the passage
listed and look for all five of those devices. If you can do this quickly and correctly,
you will improve your score. Understanding the effects of rhetorical devices also
helps you to elevate your own writing by using them in your essays.

6. You Will be Expected to Have Outside Sources.

In your AP English Language and Composition review, take a moment to think
about what you know well enough to apply to different situations. You will need
the mental list you create when tackling the argumentative essay.

L¥ @2dz K9S | 06221 o6& | OFy2y I dziK2NJ (K
Y20 O0KAY]l lFo2dzi o6KIFIG SftasS e2dz2ONB (y2gf
Supreme Court Case in the last century? Do you have every song by the Beatles
memorized? Have you aced every AP Bio test this semester? Create a small list of
what you know best, think about the different ways you could analyze each item,

YR OKFyOS&a IINB e2dxft o6S o6fS (2 az2vys
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7. You Will be Tested on Footnotes and Citations.

When reading through your multiple choice passages, mark any footnote and
citation. Before you continue, think about what purpose it serves. The AP
Language exam never fails to include questions about footnotes and citations that
many students struggle with because they were not expecting them. If you notice
them as you read, however, you will be more prepared to answer these questions.

8. Go Beyond the Obvious in your Analysis.

One of the things graders look for in a higgoring analysis essay is well
developed, meaningful analysis. Take, for examplesthdent response2A and
2C released for the AP English Language and Composition 2014 analysis essay.

The prompt, which can be fourftere, asked students to analyze what methods
Abigail Adams used in a letter to her son, John Quincy Adams, in order to advise
him. The student who wrote 2A was given a score of 8, while 2C was given a 3.

For our purposes, we will be looking at how each student analyzed the guilt that
Adams employed to manipulate her son. Both samples touch on this subject, but
the complexity of 2A does so more fully than 2C.

One way you can incorporate the complexity of 2A into your essays is to use

multiple textual examples for each point you make. This student listed off

metaphors, allusions, backhanded compliments, and a motherly tone as ways

| RIFYa AYALIANBR IFdAftdd ! y2IKSNI gl & @&2dz C
intended effect. The first student clearly stated that John was intended to feel

JdzAf e aF2NI y2d OFLAGEFEEATAY3I 2y KAA 08
AYVGSYRSR G2 GKAY]l] aKS KlFa (2 R2 a2YSOKA
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9. When in Doubt, Fill it Out!

You are going to have one hour to completeZR2questions. Unlike the SAT, the

AP English Language and Composition exam will not dock you for missed
jdzSadAz2yad ¢KS o0Sad GKAy3a e2dz Oy R2 AT
eliminate the answers you know are wrong, and guess from there.

There will be 4 to 5 reading passages on the test that all of your questions will be
based on. If you are having trouble getting through a passage, skip it and come
0Ol AT @&2dz KIS GAYS® C2NJ !t 9y3IAfAaKs:
the passages that you best understand, maximizing the questions you get right.

Conclusion:

The best way to review for the AP English Language and Composition test is to
familiarize yourself with the format and study up on the details you know they will

ask for. If you keep these nine points in mind as you prepare and as you take the
GSaidz @2dz2OQNBE Ay | 322R LIXIFOS (2 LI aa oA
questions or anything to add, feel free to tell us in the comments!

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 27



https://www.facebook.com/learnwithalbert/
https://twitter.com/learnwithalbert
https://albert.io/
mailto:schools@albert.io?subject=%5BInquiry%5D%20Albert%20School%20License

000

11 AP English Language
Test Taking Strategies
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The AP English Language exam contains three essays and a multiple choice
section. While some would say that it is impossible to prepare completely for this
exam, there are easp-implement strategies that can raise your score. Listed

below are eleven valuable test taking strategies for both the essays and the
multiple choice questions.
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The AP English Language Free Response Questions
1. Understand Before Undertaking

Always read and fully understand the text before you begin your essay or you
chose an answer. During the free response questions the students often rush
through reading of the texts given in order to quickly formulate an answer or
thesis. This results predominantly in a superficial reading, or even a misreading, of
the text. For this reason, it is important to take the fifteen minutes given in order

to fully read, comprehend, and process the deeper meanings within the text.

2. Quality Over Quantity

Ly GKS 't 9y3tAiak [|y3dda 3IS SEIFYQa FTNBS
support your argument. A strategy to do this is to incorporate supporting details;
however, this strategy is specifically to choose supporting details that you can
elaborate on. Too many details that are not as supportive to your argument will
actually hurt that argument.

For example, if you over quote in your essay, then the question must be asked:
does this student know what they are talking about or are they just piecing
023SGKSNI 20KSNEQ 2LIAYA2YAEK

Instead, the best strategy is to pick out three supporting details that you can focus
on and develop. This will show the AP English Language exam readers that you
know how to appropriately utilize your information and can develop that
argument. Since there are three essays that you have to argue your point for, this
tip could vastly improve your score.
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3. Write Outlines

Yes, the AP English Language exam is timed, but this strategy of writing outlines
can save you time in the long run. An outline for the essay forces you to make a
plan that organizes your thoughts and gives your essay a natural progression. By
utilizing this technique, your essays will have better flow, unity, and more
uniformity than a student making it up as he or she goes.

So while every minute of the AP English Language exam is precious, setting aside
five to ten minutes to outline will help you formulate your ideas and churn out a
great group of essays.

4. Do Not Summarize the Sources

During the synthesis essay of the AP English Language exam it is important to use
the sources in front of you for material. This does not mean that you should

simply summarize the texts in your essay. This strategy is all about utilizing short
guotations and paraphrasing. The reader does not need the entire text
summarized; the reader has already read the supporting texts.

By summarizing the texts, or giving unnecessary context, the reader will have
trouble finding your argument, making your essay less clear overall. So be sure to
explain why the source is important to your argument, but do not summarize.

5. A Quick Introduction

As the free response questions are timed, a great strategy to use is to have quick
introductions that get right to the thesis, or argument. This will minimize unclear
introductions that will confuse the reader. Get right to your point and start
supporting it. This is especially useful if you have trouble beginning an essay of
any kind. By writing down your thesis and quickly getting to the point, then you do
not have to spend lots of time choosing exactly how you should construct it. Here
simplicity is king.
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6. Write the Introduction Last

If you are still struggling with writing the introduction, then you can leave a few
lines blank at the top of your essay and jump right into the body. This will allow
you to write your essay without stopping to change your introduction, because
sometimes your ideas may change as you write the paper. When you return to
those blank lines at the top you just have to quickly introduce everything you just
wrote and jot down your thesis.

By waiting until you have constructed the body of your essay, you understand your
essay much better than at the beginning. There is, however, some danger in doing
this. If you do not keep track of your time, then you may end up with a paper
without an introduction. This may not be that big of a deal unless you have not
written your thesis statement anywhere else in the paper, because your argument
should be stated clearly.

7. Do Not Define Terms for the Reader

Your readers are highly trained examiners that know what rhetorical devices are.
Because of this, you do not need to define the terms that you are using, no matter
how abstract or complicated they are.

A strategy to follow with terms you use in the AP English Language essays is to use
the term, explain how that term is used by the author, and explain why it is
AYLRNIOIFIYyGoe . & R2AYy3I GKA& @2dz NBaLlSOu @2
more sophisticated, analytical look at the texts or prompt.

8. Avoid Clichés
We are all guilty of using clichés, but they do not belong in your AP English
Language exam. When crafting your essay, or revising at the last minute, comb

your writing for overused, tired phrases. They make your argument seem tired as
well.
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If you have a habit of using clichés, then a great strategy for you is to change a
cliché to make it fresh and tailor it to the argument. This will give clarity to your
point, and it will make your paper stand out. Be sure to avoid strange alterations
of clichés that do not relate to your paper. These will lose points.

Strategies for the AP English Language Multiple Choice Section

The multiple choice section is &2 questions that make up 45% of your overall
score. There are strategies that will greatly increase your ability to excel on
multiple choice exams; however, the best strategy is to practice frequently. Taking
practice tests months before the AP English Language exam will get your brain
ready and help you to train yourself how to think.

9. The Art of Guessing

The AP English Language exam is not an easy exam; therefore, there will be a few
guestions that you will have no idea how to answer. Because the AP English exam
does not take away points for a missed answer, you are advised to guess. A
strategy to guess well is to eliminate any choices that seem completely wrong.

Usually there will be two choices that look possible and two that do not, so
narrow it down to those two. With these two choices in mind, read the passage
again. This will focus your mind on comparing the two choices and help you reach
a conclusion. Although, do not debate with yourself for too long. This is a timed
test after all!

10. Managing Time
In any timed test, time management is important. In the AP English Language
exam, you must be careful and cognizant of where you stand in your booklet and

in time. A great way to do this is to look up at the clock after every five questions
that you answer.
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This will keep you on track and allow yourself to keep a steady pace. You will need
to continually change your pace as you work in order to overcome the longer
guestions that contain prose, but if you do not zone out or get stuck on a

guestion, then you will do great.

11. Read the Questions First, Not the Answers

An age olérick is to read the multiple choice questions and answers before you

do the reading. This can be helpful in some instances, but the AP English Language
exam has answers that are made to trick you. Because of this, you will want to

read the questions first to focus your thinking, but do not read the answers until

you have read the text.

This allows your thinking to be unpolluted by the choices, and you do not
convince yourself that an incorrect answer is correct.

Key Takeaways

So on test day be sure to keep calm and follow these strategies. You have
prepared well and you will do great, especially if you keep in mind that the AP
English Language exam is graded depending on how your peers do as well.
Therefore, by reading this article you already have a leg up on them! Just
remember to read critically, quote when needed and not more, use your outline,
stop yourself from summarizing the sources, write a quick introduction last, avoid
clichés as well as defining terms for the reader, eliminate answer choices, manage
your time well, and always read the questions first. If you do all of these, then you
will do fine.

References:
College Board Course Details and Information
AP Central Exam Tips
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The multiple choice section of the AP English Language and Composition Exam,
which counts for 45% of your overall score on this AP Exam, consist®4f 52
guestions centered around-5% passages (between 5 and 15 multiple choice
questions per passage). Although multiple choice questions intimidate some
students and seem very easy to others, every student should practice a good deal
for the AP English Language multiple choice section, because knowing the
material and the types of questions the examiners will ask will improve your score
more than anything else you can do. That being said, here are some strategies to
keep in mind whenever practicing and when finally taking the test!
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1. Decide Well in Advance Whether to Read the Questions or the
Passages First.

When practicing questions like those you will see in the AP English Language
multiple choice section, whether in class or at home, try reading all the questions
associated with a particular passage before reading the passage itself. Some
students find this very helpful in clarifying the meaning of the passage and in that
it tells them in advance what they need to look for. However, other students find it
disorienting or distracting.

There is no right or wrong way to take the test; you need to find what makes you
most comfortable and produces the best results. Take a fewtpP tests during
which you read the passages first and then read the questions first while taking
the next few. Think about your feelings during each test and/or compare the
scores from the two groups. Get this done well before you take the exam so you
can keep practicing with your preferred strategy and use it during the test.

H® 5hbQ¢ CSStf hofA3ISR (G2 52 GKS ¢S

There is no rule saying that you have to start with the first question and end with

the last, and the questions and passages that make up the AP English Language
multiple choice section do not get progressively easier or harder. Rather, easy,

medium, and hard questions are sprinkled randomly throughout, and the

difficulty each student will have with each passage often has more to do with his

2NJ KSNJ NBFRAYy3 LINBFSNByOSa FyR adggetsSa

1§ f ljdzSadAazya F2NI Fff LI aal3asSa O2dzyad K
through the test, skimming passages and/or questions, before setting pencil to

paperc that way, you can start with the easiest questions or the passages that

interest you most and get them out of the way before those that will take more

time. This will boost your confidence (as you see correct answers piling up) and

keep you from missing out on easy points because of time constraints.
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a while as you come across them, then skip them and come back later. Again, all

the questions are worth the same number of points, and because there are up to

54 questions to be answered in an hour, you have only a little over a minute for
SIOK ljdzSaidAaz2yo 52yQi tSG 2yS R221& O dz
j dzZSadA2yaQ g2NIK 2F LRAYyUOaH

3. Use Everything at Your Disposal.
This tip applies both to practicing and to the test, but in different ways.

When studying for the AP English Language multiple choice section, use websites
and blogs like this one, AP prep guides (especially ones with sample questions),
and any other study help you can think of. Try out every new strategy you find,
even if it feels silly, for at least a few questions to see if it works for you.

When taking the AP English Language Exam, use context clues from the passages
to help you with more difficult questionsthis means reading the whole sentence

a question is concerned with, and even the sentence around it, to help make
things clearer. Sometimes, even other questions will contain hints or jog your
memory!

nao SQYQij DdzZSaa 2 Af Rf&x o dz ¢KAY1l [/
Chance.

We all know how the process of elimination workthis strategy works very well
KSNB® !aAy3a ¢gKIFIG @2dz2Q@S fSIFENYySR (GKAa &8
probably be able to eliminate at least a few choices from each of the tough
jdzSadAz2yad LT @2dz OFyQd 3IASG | jdzSadGAazy
R2y Qi 02YS o6 01 dzyuAt GKS SyRInaypeKSy @&2d
leave it entirely blank, as the test is scored on the number of correct answers, not

the number of questions you try to answer. However, if you have a 50/50 chance,
guessing is perfectly ok&yyou stand to gain plenty, and the risk is less serious

now that there is no additional penalty for guessing.
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5. Breathe Easy.

Nervousness often gets in the way on major tests, even for fairly confident
aidzRSyGaod 52yQi £SG A0 3ISG @82dz R26yH ¢K
permanently decide your path in life. Besides, if you keep practicing and using

every resource you have at your disposal, you can do really\aalll rationalize
82dz2NESE T 2dzi 2F @2dzNJ FSINED® 52y Qi 2dzal
feeling your way through the test and staying calm too. Good luck!
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with on the AP English Language and Composition test. For some, the multiple

choice section is the easiest, but for others, we would rather write our own

I YyA6SNI GKIFYy KFE@S G2 LAO|l 2yS 2F FTAQOSO 5
five tips are helpful in tackling multiple choice.
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1. Know the Categories.

The AP English Language and Composition multiple choice is split into five
OF 0SA2NRSAY jdzSaiAz2ya | o62dzi NXKSI2NROZ
idea, organization and structure, and rhetorical modes.

Knowing the categories can help you in two ways. Firstly, it will cut down the time
you would otherwise spend trying to comprehend each question. It can also help
you approach the test in a systematic way, knocking out the questions you know
will be easy first. All you have to do is figure out which of the AP Language
multiple choice categories you are best at answering.

A great way to know which questions fall into which categories is to study a list of
questions stems, such #sis one You will also want to study with real questions,
so that you get used to categorizing them as you go. We have a variety of
guestions that you can use in your AP English prabtce

2. Do Whatever It Takes to Understand the Passages.

When you take the AP English Language and Composition multiple choice, each
question will correspond to a passage. There will be four to five passages, and
understanding them is vital to understanding the questions.

Find what it takes for you to be engaged in the passage. Try underlining words, or
mouthing them as you read. Actively look for the main idea, and circle any
rhetorical devices that pop out at you. Doing this will prep your mind for the
guestions to come, and it will keep you from being distracted or bored while you
read.
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Now, we realize that some people rely on reading the questions before the
LI a4k 3ST FyR F2NJOKIFIG NBFazy 6SQNB yz2i
rule. We are, however, going to advise against it on the AP Language exam.

| SN Qa GKS GKAy3aY GKS gle GKS 't 9y3afAa
choice section is structured, the most important thing for you to do is to

understand what the author is saying and how they say it. Typically, previewing

the questions benefits you by allowing you to focus on what the questions ask,

but for this test you need to understand the passage as a whole before you attack

the questions because most of them deal heavily with the overall theme of the

work. You can always go back and find the details, but if you miss the main idea,

you miss everything.

I 3FAYS ¢6SQNB y20G 3I2Ay3 G2 albe GKFEG SOSN
reading the questions first, but at least try it on a couple practice AP English
Language multiple choice tests and see if the method works for you.

4. Know Your Citations.
Every year, the AP English Language and Composition exam includes questions
over citations that many students miss because they are unfamiliar with the

format. We encourage you to learn MLA, APA, and Chicago Style citations well
enough to be able to analyze them.
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Take for example this question, available in &f Language and Composition
Course Description.

GpH® ¢KS LIJzN1J2aS 2F F22Gy204S n A& G2 Ay

(a) has been attributed to three different designers
(b) was first cited in 1918
(c) was the inspiration for an exhibit at The Brooklyn Museum
(d) is in an article ithe Machine Age in America 191841 written by
Harry N. Abrams, Inc.
(e) appears in a book written by Wilson, Pilgrim, and Tashjian and published

AY MdpyccE
The footnote in question is as follows:

GwA OKIF NR Ddz2 2Afazys 5AITHeyMuchinetAgaih £ I NR Y 3
America 19181941 (New York: The Brooklyn Museum in association with Harry N.
Il NI YaZ LYyO®dI mMdpycOI LD yp dé

If you are unfamiliar with citations it may be difficult to decipher this question, but
a basic knowledge of Chicago Style makes it obvious that the answer must be
E.The Purdue Online Writing L#ba great tool to learn about citations.

5. Be on the Lookout for Decoys and Made up Words.

It is not rare to be caught between two answers on the AP Language and
Composition multiple choice that both seem correct. If you encounter that
problem, chances are one of the answers is a decoy. Decoys are written so that
they are almost correct, but for one small error.
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One sign that an answer may be a decoy is an absolute statement. After all, there
are exceptions to almost every rule. If the answer uses words such as always,
never, or every, it is unlikely to be correct. If you can think of a single case that
proves an answer wrong, then the entire answer is wrong. Furthermore, if there
are two answers that are almost identical, but one is more specific than the other,
it is probably the correct answer.

When it comes to questions about rhetoric, remember that sometimes the AP
English writers will make up words to throw students off. If you have been paying
attention in class and studying diligently, you can probably assume that a term
@2dz2Q0S YySOSNJI KSINR 2F A& YIRS dzLJo

Conclusion:

2 KSy @2dzOQNB Gl 1Ay3 GKS 't 9y3tArak [ Fy3d
easy to be overwhelmed. If you keep these tips in mind, both in your practice and

Ay GKS OGdzrt GSaits e2dzQftft GKIyYy] @&2dzNAS
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comments!
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What is the AP English Language Synthesis Essay?

The AP English Language synthesis essay reveals thatfivéifiyinutes you can
create a cohesive paper with a stance that incorporates at least three sources. You
must be able to both understand the material given by reading critically as well as
crafting a supported argument from the sources.
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Understanding the AP English Language
Synthesis Rubric Cont.

The AP English Language synthesis rubric is a nine point system which determines
your score on the synthesis essay. A nine is the highest score and a zero is the

lowest score. Four elements of the synthesis essay make up this numbered score.
tKSasS SftSYSyida INB (GKS gNRGIGSNXNa oAt AGE
Ay aéyikSaAaAl Ay3ads GKS STFFSOUuA@SySaa 27F
command of the language, or prose.

CKS 2NAGSNXRa !oAftAGe 2 ¢ 1S | t2a

When writing the synthesis essay you are expected to take a position, or a stance,
on a topic. This means that you must read the given sources and formulate your
opinion based on the information. By doing this you will form a thesis statement
and show that you can prove a point.

A great example of taking a stance is from one student sample in 2005. This, as

well as the other essays that will be examined, are from a prompt that asked the
students how the media has affected the presidency and democracy in the United
States. The students must utilize at least three sources in their arguments. Please

feel free to read the full essay®refor better understanding. This student claims,
G¢KS YSRAIFQ&a AYLI OG 2y ! YSNAROIY &a20ASdG¢@
population and by doing so, has created a new sort of identity for the president
KAYaSt Fhé ¢KAA Aa0GdzZRSYyd A& IAQAYI KAa 2N
presenting it in a thesis statement. This statement outlines the rest of the essay as

well, making this a vital part of th&P _English Language synthesis essay rubric

student that does not take a position will not score well on the synthesis essay.

hyS SEFYLX S 2F | LR2NI& GF1Sy &aidGlyoOS Aa
STFSOUa 2y (GKS LINBaARSyl(u®dé | SNBE GKS add
president was affected needs to be addressed. This is not an arguable statement;
therefore, there is no stance taken here. By doing this, the highest score that you

will be able to earnis a 2.
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Understanding the AP English Language
Synthesis Rubric Cont.

The Synthesizing

The AP English Language synthesis essay rubric also includes your ability to
synthesize the information that you are given. The student must bring together at
least three sources and his or her argument in order to receive a high score. These
sources must not be merely summarized, but they must also be analyzed and
utilized as a point of support within your argument.

One student example of great synthesizing is d#sisaysample where the student
GNAGSas a[eyR2y . ® W2Kyazys 2yS 2F GKS
0StASOSNI AYy GKS LlzmtAO 2LIAYAZ2Y LRtfaQ
KFra KFENRfte& 06SSy (KS OFaSodé ¢KAa aiddzRSy
the source, and relates it back to his or her argument. This is effective in showing

the examiners that the student knows how to properly synthesize his or her
arguments.

« C

0
i

This student effectively brings together his or her ideas and the ideas expressed in
the source by taking small quotes and paraphrasing. This shows sophistication in
writing, which will earn you a higher score.

Without this sophistication of integrating sources effectively, you cannot expect to

get any higher than a 3 on the synthesis essay. A student who does this synthesis
LI22NXf & Aa 2yS GKFG alreas a¢KS SPOARSYyOS
AYAOGALFLEE@ YIRS LIS2LX S AYyUSNBaldSR Ay LJf
does not cite this source, showing a lack in proficiency. This student will not score

well.
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Understanding the AP English Language
Synthesis Rubric Cont.

The Effectiveness of the Argument

The third component of the synthesis essay rubric covers the effectiveness of the
a0dzRSYy G Qa I NHdzYSyidod® ¢KSNB | NB Ydzf GALX S
argument; however, ones that the College Board focuses on are use of rhetorical
devices. Some examples of rhetorical devices that are most recommended are

ethos and logos. Through these elements that roughly translate into ethics and

logic, the student can elevate his or hemores.

An example of ethos, or ethics, is the student properly citing the sources to build
his or her credibilityOne studenii K i RAR (KA& ¢Sff gNROSZ
W2Kyazy &all21S8S Fo2dzi GKS yIFGA2y Qa LINE INEB
0KFIGXé ¢KS aidzRSyd dziAft AT SR Fy20KSNJ azd
got it. This builds on the effectiveness of the argument that is trying to be made.

An example of logos is a student that utilizes inductive or deductive reasoning in
order to draw conclusions from the sources. This will strengthen the argument by
increasing the support and linking sources logically together. This shows great
synthesis as well as the ability to fortify an argument.

When astudent does not support his or her argument well, this will cause the
student to receive a score of a four. This is because sufficient support is needed
for any claim to be made. Without a foundation to hold up the argument, your
claim is useless.
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Understanding the AP English Language
Synthesis Rubric Cont.

Command of the Language

¢CKS fFad LR2NIA2Yy 2F GKS It
O2YYl YR 2@0SNJ GKS I y3dz 3So
proficiency and persuasion with the language.
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A great example of displaying proficiency is having grammar that is
understandable to the reader. Utilizing proper grammar allows the student to
appear more intelligent and dedicated to the exam. Grammar and mechanics are
important, because if there are a multitude of glaring errors that distract from the
argument, then the highest score possible is a two. It would be horrible to have an
amazing argument and essay but receive a 2 because of grammar and mechanics.

An example of atudent papemwith errors that would lead to receiving a 2 is,
G5SYON} a&8 Aa AYLRNIFYG F2N LINBaAARFyGao®
sentences make some sense, but the fragment and the spelling mistakes are

glaring and annoying to read. This will make exam graders label this essay with a

2.

Utilizing the language for persuasive purposes will enhance your argument as

well, leading to a higher score. An example of a technique that can be used is
parallelism. Parallel structure is utilizing the rhythmic structure of words to be

Y2NB LISNEdzZ- aA@0Sd 'y SEFYLXS 2F LI N¥tf St
LINEGSOG G2 LISNHEIZ RSZ FyR (2 FTAYR (0 NYziK
language, and when examiners see this they will reward the student with an extra

point.
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How to Cover Your Bases

In order to make sure that you have every element of the AP English Language
synthesis essay covered, you want to be sure that you make an outline before
writing. This will allow you to think ahead and be sure that you have all of the
components needed.

Crafting your thesis is the next step. Your argument must be strong and supported
with plenty of details from the sources. It is also important to note that
considerable scrutiny is given to how you use the sources to make your argument
more credible and logical. This thesis should state your argument as well as
referring to the three points that you will make in the body. Here is a great place
to use parallel structure.

The synthesis essay has a large emphasis on utilizing sources. Therefore, you will
need to quickly and critically read and mark portions that support your argument.
Find quotations from three different sources to use in each body paragraph in
order to fulfill the rubric.

While there may not be an excess of time once you finish your essay, you are
encouraged to go back and read over the essay for any glaring errors. Doing this
will keep you from losing points because you were unclear. If you know that you
will not have enough time to reread, then be sure to revise as you go. Allowing
revision time is important, but the argument and supporting that argument is
your first priority.

Reference for AP English Language Sample Essays
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/studentsamples 51480.

pdf

Reference for AP English Language Synthesis Essay Rubric
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/samplescoringguidelin_

51461.pdf
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Image Source: Flickr

The newest section of the AP English Language and Composition Exam, the
synthesis essay, is one of three essays you will be completing during the

SEIF YAY HowBegB A W2 Y EAS LISNAZ2RD | 2 én8ndt€ NE & 2
reading and planning period just for this essay, and if you use this time to plan
STFFSOUA@GStes &2dz Oy Qi 32 gNRyYy3AOD
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How to Ace the AP English Language and
Composition Synthesis Essay Cont.

Before we get into specific advice on how to handle the AP English Language and
Composition synthesis essay, you need to know what this part of the test really is.
It is very similar to the argumentative essay you will also write as part of this
exam, except that you are provided with a wealth of source material from which

to draw some support for your ideas.

While this in some ways makes the AP English Language and Composition
synthesis essay easier than the argument essay (because you can use quotations,
point to authoritative sources for support, etc.), there is an extra element of
complexity, and the AP readers want to see how well you can sort through your
source material and put it to good ugevhich makes planning all that much more
AYLRNIIFIYOGd ¢KAA ONRY3Ia dza G2 2dzNJ FANRID

1. Use Your 1B/inute Planning Period Wisely.

The main purpose of this Ifainute period is to give you time to read the source
materials. This essay will present you with several sources providing different
AYTF2NXYFOGA2Y | o2dzi 2N 2LIAYA2ya 2y | OSNI
them, but read them closely make notes, underline key sections you may want

to quote later, etc.

You should also begin outlining your essay and considering your opinion on the
subject; have this opinion in mind before you start writing the essay, as you will
use it to construct your thesis.

,2dzQ@S £t NBFRe& fSFENYSR K2g G2 &iNWzOG dzNB
other classes you have taken; put that knowledge to good use now, and have your
main points set out before you start writing. Try to have a thesis statement

written by the time you start the essayyour thesis should establish your opinion

and the general reasons you feel this way; the rest of your essay will go on to

justify and exemplify these reasons. Also write down some of the main points

upon which you will base subsequent paragraphs and mark quotes or sections of

the sources you can use in each of these paragraphs.

Interested in an Albert license? E-mail us at schools@albert.io 54



https://www.facebook.com/learnwithalbert/
https://twitter.com/learnwithalbert
https://albert.io/
mailto:schools@albert.io?subject=%5BInquiry%5D%20Albert%20School%20License

000
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Composition Synthesis Essay Cont.

2. Evaluate Your Sources.

Every source you can use for the AP Language and Composition synthesis essay
will have a small box above it explaining where it comes from and who sgidl it

see exactly what this looks like, check out the free synthesis essay sample
guestions at AP Central. There are also public sample questions available there for
the rest of the AP English and Composition Exam.

YSSLI Fftf AYF2NNIOGA2Y | 02dzi &2dzNJ &2 dzNDOS A
using them to support your arguments. What journal an article appeared in can

say a great deal about its potential biases. For example, consider a question on

the environmental impacts of corporate practicean environmental journal is

obviously going to be biased in favor of more environmental regulation, while a

report from a company spokesperson will probably gloss over some of the

negative impacts of his company. Think critically.

3. Keep Your Tone Consistent.

There is no har@ndfast advice about what tone you should takeome

students try to inject a little humor into their essays while others prefer to be as

serious as possible, some are extremely critical and others more accepting.

However, the one thing you really have to do while writing the AP Language and
Composition synthesis essay (or any other essay) is keep your tone consistent. Jot
some tonerelated ideas down as you outline during therbthute reading

LISNA2RZ YR 1SSLI AY YAYR SOSNRBOGKAYy3I @&2d
of rhetoric so far this year.

4. Use Rhetorical Technique to Your Advantage!

¢KS @I NA2dza NKSG2NAROFE LN} OGAOSE &2dzQdS
322R dzaS KSNBP® ¢KA&a Oflaa FyR GKAA GSad
these techniques when others use them, but about preparing you for college and

your career by teaching you how to use them effectively yourself. However, this

Aaday Qi 2dzad Fo2dzi oNARGAY3I | o0SIdzlAFdzAf S35
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How to Ace the AP English Language and
Composition Synthesis Essay Cont.

5. Your Argument Must be WelCrafted.

The AP English Language and Composition Exam synthesis essay does not have
right or wrong answers; rather, it asks you for your opinion. The AP Examiner
cannot take points off because she disagrees with you. However, you must show
logical basis for your opinion, drawing on both the sources AND your own
knowledge and experience.

To do this, make sure you have a clear and complete thesis. Make sure the ideas
expressed in the beginning of each paragraph or section support the thesis, and

that you in turn show how those ideas are supported by a source or through your
26y 1y26ftSR3IS YR SELSNASYyOSe® 52y Qi 3Sy
OF vy Qi &dzLJL32 NI @
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3 AP English Language
Rhetorical Essay
Strategies

Image Source: Flickr

The AP English Language rhetorical essay can be nightmare inducing for some AP
students, but there is no need for fear. In this exam review we will lay out helpful
strategies to get you through the rhetorical essays in no time.
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3 AP English Language Rhetorical Essay
Strategies Cont.

Rhetorical Strategy #1: Dissecting the Prompt

The first rhetorical essay strategy is to dissect the prompt. Understanding what
the rhetorical essay wants from you is essential. It is important for you to read the
prompt carefully for every essay, but critical reading is even more essentfa to
rhetorical essay. Your rhetorical prompt that you will be given for the AP English
Language exam will contain two elements. The first element is the concrete task
that the prompt is asking of you, which is always to analyze the passage that
follows. The second part of the prompt is a more abstract task that is not directly
asked for in the prompt, but it is implied. By completely understanding both parts
of the prompt, you will be able to give a complete essay that will get you to a
higher score.

One example of a prompt from an AP English Language rhetorical essay is this one
from the 2008 examThe prompt reads:

GLY (0KS F2ft2¢Ay3 LI AaalF3S FTNRY ¢KS DNEBI
epidemic, author John M. Barry writes about scientists and their research. Read

the passage carefully. Then, in a wetltten essay, analyze how Barry uses
NKSG2NROFf &0GNF GdS3IASaEpé

Here you can see the concrete task that the examiners are asking. They want you

to analyze the passage for rhetorical strategies; however, you must figure out

what you are analyzing the passage for. That is the more abstract concept that you
YySSR (2 RA&A&aSO0G GKS LINRYLIW (2 FAYR® LY
analyze how he uses rhetorical strategies in order to portray scientific research.

We know this, because if you look at the prompt, it specifically states what Barry

did in his work, which was to write about science and research. That is your

abstract task.
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3 AP English Language Rhetorical Essay
Strategies Cont.

Once you have found your concrete task and your abstract task, a great strategy is
to write it down to keep you focused throughout your essay. Using the example
above this would look like the following:

Analyze how Barry uses rhetorical strategies in order to portray scientific research.

That sentence is what you must follow when writing your essay, and if you
successfully keep to this task, then you will move closer to that high score.

Rhetorical Essay Strategy #2: Stick to the Format

This next rhetorical essay strategy is the key to great organization and structure

that will put your test anxiety to bed. There is a simple paragraph structure for the

body paragraphs of the AP English Language rhetorical essay that will allow you to
think, write, and score higher, faster. You need to begin each body paragraph with

an assertion or claim. That is the point that you are trying to make clear to your
audience what you will be proving. A great example of this is from the 2006 AP
Oy It AAK [ly3Adzr IS NKSI2NAOIf Saaleo . St2
first body paragraph.

G¢KS RAOUAZ2Y 2F (KS LI aal 38 Faatlentd NBf | &
2B0 @€

You can see how the student directly asserts what he or she will be proving in this
statement. The next step in constructing your body paragraph is to give one to

two pieces of textual evidence. Be sure to state why these quotations relate back

to your claim, otherwise they will be deemed irrelevant by the examiners. An
SEIFNYLX S 2F GKA& Aa GKS ySEG aSyiSyOoS Ay
Here, the student brings in elements from the text to support his or her claim

about Hazlitt using diction.

A~ ~ 7 A~

GQwS2SOUSRQOE WO2YyGSYLII QX WRAALI NY 3SRQZ
WOKFINRY QT GKS SyRfSaa NBLSGAGAZY 2F a&d
SYLKFGAOFtEte IFTEAGG Y2y Se Aa NBIljdzh aa s
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3 AP English Language Rhetorical Essay
Strategies Cont.

The final part of this strategy for conquering the body paragraphs of your

rhetorical essays is to end those body paragraphs with a thorough analysis. This is
the aspect of the exam where you can put your way of looking at the text into

your essay.

'y SEFYLXS 2F (KA&A A& G GKS SyR 27F aid
states,

G¢KS ANRYye 2F (0KS flFad aSyuaSyoSa Aa yS=3
one without money. Though one may have none in life, pitiless men will continue
G2 Y201 2ySQa OANDdzyaidlyoSa S@Sy | FiSNJ

This analysis of the text adds to the textual examples above and continues to
bring in new logic from the student.

When this format of a body paragraph is followed, then it is extremely effective.
The essay becomes clear, assertive, and easy to follow for the examiners. Follow
this rhetorical essay strategy and you are even closer to getting that 5 on the
exam.

Rhetorical Essay Strategy #3: LORA

As you are looking at your AP English Language rhetorical essay prompt and
passage it is important to remember the mnemonic device, LORA. LORA stands for
Language, Organization, and Rhetorical Appeals. These elements will help you
form your argument.

When you read through your passage you want to think about how the author is
utilizing language. Is he or she using figurative language effectively? Is there
imagery within the passage? Does the diction of the passage make it more
rhetorically persuasive? You should not use all of these, but picking one and
analyzing it clearly in one paragraph will keep you focused on how the author uses
rhetoric, which is the main task of this essay.
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An example of this was in t06AP English Language rhetorical essay. Student

H! 0S3AAya KA&a 2NJ KSNJ FANBGO o62Reé LI NJF INJ
methods of promoting the importance of money is his strong diction (student

H! Odé ¢KAA A0dzZRSYd o0S3aIAya KAa 2N KSNI Sa
fly3dzZZ 35S Aa dzaSR® |'S 2NJ aKS GKSy 3I32Sa 2
argument, which is exactly what you must do for your own rhetorical essay.

The organization of the author is the next part of your answer to the prompt. You
want to look at how the author organized his or her ideas within the passage to
support his or her own argument. By pointing out the organization, or structure,
of the work and how it adds to the overall persuasiveness, you will bring two of
the three most important elements of rhetoric together in your essay.

After organization you need to look at the rhetoric appeals. You may know them
by the names logos, pathos, and ethos. It is suggested that you cover as many of
these as possible; however, if time does not permit or if the passage uses one
more than the other, then you should focus on one appeal.

One example of using pathos in an essay is from student 2A from the 2006
LINRYLIi® al FTEAGH LXLréea 2y (GKS FdzZRASYOSC
G2 02y @AYy OS GKSY 2F GKS AYLRNIIYyOS 27F K
would have been better for the student to directly say that this is pathos, he or

she does thoroughly explain the appeal to the passions, or pathos.

Key Takeaways
When taking the AP English Language rhetoric essay you just need to remember
these three rhetorical essay strategies: dissect the prompt, follow the format, and

always include LORA. If you can follow them, then you are already on your way to
a 5 on the AP English Language exam.
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Image Source: Flickr
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triangle is and how to apply it is fundamental to scoring well on the AP English
Language exam.
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Understanding the Rhetorical Triangle
for AP English Language Cont.

What is the Rhetorical Triangle?

In essence, the rhetorical triangle is really just a method to organize the three
elements of rhetoric, as outlined by Aristotle. These elemergthos, pathos,

and logog; are arranged on a triangle, with Logos at the top, and Ethos and
Pathos at the bottom corners. These elements play a crucial role in any argument
you write or analyze.

Pathos FEthos

Image Source: Wikimedia Commons

Ethos

2 KSy SaldlofAaKAy3d @2dzNJ F NHdzYSyadsz AdQa
should trust you, or why they should trust your sources. This is known as ethos, an

appeal to credibilityDr. Pepper, a renowned rhetorical expert, appeals to ethos
LISNFSOGte oKSYy aleAayday da¢NHzZG YSI LQY
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b2z AGQa NBFHfte SlLaé d2 ONBFIGS | aSyas
SELISNASYOS Ay (UKS FASEtR 22dzONBF gNARGAY3
@2dzOQNBE IAGBSY | NIYYR2Y LINBYLW FYR nn YAY

Nno one expects you to be an expert.

LT @2dz2OQNB gNAGAY3I GKS 't [Fy3dzr3S adeyiK
ethos from your sources by citing their credentials along with their argument. For

the other essays, you may not be able to present yourself as an expert, but you

can show the reader that you have thoroughly considered the opposing viewpoint

with a counterargument. This gives the reader more confidence in your argument,
0Kdza 02t aGSNAyYy3I &82dz2NJ ONBRAOAfAGE@d LGQa

Pathos

Pathos, an appeal to emotions, is typically the easiest corner of the rhetorical

triangle to use and the easiest to spot. You have to be careful, though: the grader
gAft | LIINBOAIFIGS Iy SY20A2ylFf O02yySOlAzy
A02NR gAGK2dzi Fye &adzmadlyOSe® ¢KSNBQa |
you must tread carefully for an effective argument.

[ SGQa Gl 1ST F2NJ ScHEHamyuslhr Bfamoliskddperdgront S NOA |
your viewpointc for the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
lYyAYlLfao 2SS Fft (y2¢ OGKFOG FyAYFE | 06dza$s
poor creatures are pouting at you with Sarah McLachlan in the background,

tugging at your heartstrings. These commercials certainly are unforgettable, but
IKS2Q@OS AYaLANBR | f20 2F oFO1flFaK FTNRY
YIEYALzZ F GAGSDd 'y 2FSNAEFGAzZNI A2y 2F LI (K
G6KSY ¥S8Sf dzAaSRI 6KAOK AayQi SEIFIOGfe ez2d

Pathos, then, should be used sparingly in your AP English Languagéf gssay.
argument is strong, but detached, you should consider adding pathos, but if it is
already weak you will only hurt yourself with an impassioned but uninformed
tirade.
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Logos

According to Aristotle, logos is the most important part of an argument, and
therefore should be your selling point. Generally speaking, this is a good rule to
follow on the AP English Language and Composition exam. You can play around
with the proportions of your rhetorical triangle, but try to make heavy Logos your
default.

So what is logos, then, that makes it so important? Logos is an appeal to logic,
GKAOK @2dz ¢yl G2 0GKAYy]l] 2F Fa GKS o6l as
YIS t23A0Ftf aSyasSsz (KSy gKIiQa GKS LR2A
everything, from the order in which you structure your body paragraphs to the

finer detail work. Facts, statistics, and logical reasoning are all ways to incorporate
logos into your essay.

So, why a Triangle?

The image of a triangle is not absolutely necessary to the elements of rhetoric
Aristotle never mentioned one in his treatiedut it is a great way to remember

how they relate to one another, particularly for visual learners. Remember, ethos
and pathos are the base of the triangle, but logos is alone at the top, the center of
attention.

LF @2dz2Q@S G 1Sy | 3S2YSONR O2dzNES> @&2dz
angles of a triangle have a special relationship and are dependent on one another.
52y Q0 62NNEB>X @82dz R2yQl ySSR G2 Lz t 2 dzi
¢KS NKSG2NAOFt GNRAFy3ItS AayQid GKFEG SEIC
proportions of logos to ethos, ethos to pathos, and pathos to logos in your essay.

You may have a logical argument, but if it is too detached or presented without

any sense of authority, it will ultimately fall flat.
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The AP Language Analysis Essay and the Rhetorical Triangle

b2g GKIFIG &2dz {y26 K2¢g (2 oNAROGS 6AGK (GKS
G2 FLILX e Ad 2 GKS 't 9y3IftAakK Fylfeara
use it at all, but doing so will add maturity to your writing that could significantly

impact your score. Additionally, it can work as a quick fix if you find yourself lost.

Ideally, you will want to incorporate ethos, pathos, and logos, as well as the

relationship they bear to each other and to the entire argument, as a recurring

theme in your essay, but not as one of your three rhetorical devices. If you can

focus on how the author uses metaphor, then explain why this use of metaphor

impacts the reader emotionally and creates a logical argument, you will be much
O0SOGUOSNI 2FF UGUKIY AT @2dz 2dzald RA&0dzaa GKS

CKFEG 0SAy3 &alARI AF @2dzQNB KIF gAy 3 (NP dzo
English Language prompt, remember that the rhetorical triangle, like diction and
deyilEZ OFly o068 LW ASR (2 Fye SEOSNLI o
argument, and what effect was the anecdote about the starving child supposed to
KIgdS 2y (KS NBIFIRSNNa SyYz2dAiA2yaK 2KSy G(GKS
was that just to set the scene or were they subtly giving the impression that they

are someone worth listening to? Ask yourselves these questions and analyzing the

I dzi K2 NQ&a dzaS 2F SiK2asx LI GK2asx yR 232
use of any other rhetorical device.

Using the Rhetorical Triangle to its Full Effect

The beauty of the AP Language essays is that while learning how to analyze
NKSUG2NAOS &2dz NB fa2 fSFNYyAy3a Kz2g G2
learned the strengths and pitfalls of the rhetorical triangle, you can use your own
judgment as to how much of each element would be appropriate in your essay.

The simple balancing of ethos, pathos, and logos is enough to give all of your AP
English Language essays a strong foundation. Follow the rhetorical triangle and
@2dzQNB 2y @2dzNJ gl & (2 LIl aaiay3a GdKS [Fy3
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Image Source: Wikimedia Commons

The AP English Language exam contains three essays, two of which are the
argument essays. The argument essays come with a prompt that contains a

passage. The student must then analyze and immediately craft an appropriate
argument that answers the prompt.
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This essay is different than the synthesis essay in that there is only one prompt

that the student must analyze; however, the passage is much longer than the
smaller sources found in the synthesis essay. In order to succeed on the AP English
Language argument essay the student must support his or her argument
proficiently. This can be done by referencing the passage, adding his or her
experiences, utilizing logic, and maintaining readable grammar and mechanics.

It is important, however, to note that the examiners know that you only have two
hours and fifteen minutes to write three essays. Because of this, the essays do not
have to be pristine, but they need to be firm in their argument, and more
importantly, weltdeveloped.

Referencing the Passage

You are given a passage and a prompt at the start of the argument essay that you
as the writer must adhere to. Do not attempt to go-tdpic, because the highest
score that an oftopic argument essay can earn on tharicis a 1. This argument
must be supported as you write, and one of the best ways to do this is to
reference the passage that you are given. This passage is your concrete proof for
your argument, so utilize it. It is one of your greatest tools. An argument essay
that has support from its passage allows the student to show that they can utilize
sophisticated methods of supporting their arguments.

An example of a student that argues well to support his or her claim is seen below.
The student is arguing that college is worth the money.

The largest motivator behind going or not going to college seems to be money. It is
commonly accepted that a college education results in better financial situations
later in life. It is certainly true that college grads earn, on average, 20,000 dollars
more per year than those with only a high school diploma. (source F). It is also true
that college grads are less likely to be unemployed. (source D)
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This argument is done so well, because he or she references the text and analyzes
it. By doing so, the student gains further depth to the argument and this
a 0 dzR &ili/e8s@@lA) would receive a score of an 8.

An example of an argument that does not reference the text is the following:

Primarily, a college education is worth the cost because you will never find yourself
G2NJAYy3a Ay | FrFHad F22R NBadGl dzN) yi adzOK
many people do not have a choice to work at fast food restaurants because they
Oy Qi FTFF2NR O02ffS3AS YR GKSANI LI NBylda

This argument, while developed, is not as convincing as the student that
NEFSNByOSa GKS GSEUG O2NNBOGE &full yR Of SI N
essay(1C) would receive a lower score of 4.

Knowledge or Personal Experiences

Unlike the synthesis essay, the argument essays allow the student to insert any
relevant knowledge or personal experiences that he or she has. This serves the
purpose of bringing even more depth to the argument, and allows the student to
show what they know.

The key to adding knowledge, and especially personal experience, is to only use
relevant details. The College Board does not need to know about how fun your
trip to the beach was, but if a small part of the experience relates to the prompt,
then use it. Relating your argument to a relevant event can show the examiners
that you can apply a concept, which may bump your score up a point.
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An example of knowledge used in an AP English Language argumentative essay
Is Student 1Athat was referenced above. Student 1A does a great job
implementing his or her knowledge by saying the following:

Coincidentally personal growth also plays a large role in the perceived quality of
life. Taking this into consideration makes college more than a machine designed to
AYONEBI aS Iy AYRADGARAZ ft Qa  S@St 2F Y2y Si

This student is using his or her knowledge here, showing how it is not only money
that affects someone later in life, but the experiences that the person has in
college. This is effective, showing why he or she received an 8.

Utilizing Logic and Details

Supporting details and logical arguments are a key point in the AP English
Language argument essayric, because lending more support to your argument
allows the examiners to buy into that argument. When the examiners see your
point so nicelydeveloped, then you will jump up to higher scores such as 7s, 8s, or
9s depending on how much support there is and your eloquence.

Student 1As an example of utilizing logic to support his or her argument. The
student says the following:

Putting aside the idea of money seems counterintuitive when considering the
worth of an education, but it is necessary. There is more to life. A large part of
college is also personal growth.

This appeal to logic is used as a transition as the student brings a realistic
approach to the prompt. The examiners will see this as a masterful use of adding
details to the argument without losing track of the argument itself. Also, the
examiners see that the student can stand on his own without the sources,
although he or she utilizes them later on.
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A student that does not utilize logic wellSsudent 1B This student is heavily
RSLISYRSYU( 2y ljd2ilGdA2ya FTNRBY (GKS &2 dzZNDS
credibility to falter. The reader questions if the student is able to form his or her

26y ARSIFa Ay F f23A0Ff YIYyYySNE fSIFRAY3
unable to form a logical structure to lay your argument on will result in a lower

score of a4 orab.

Use of Language

The use of language, while not the most influential part of the essay, does have an
effect on the overall score. By use of language we mean the degree that the
student utilizes grammar, spelling, and mechanics as well as figurative language
that adds a persuasive element.

If the student uses the language well, then this will reveal to the examiner that
the student can use writing as a tool to persuade. This is important in the AP
English Language argument essay, because inserting parallel structure or a
perfectly placed analogy will impress your examiner.

Your grammar may not be the most pressing matter in the argument essay;,
however, if your grammar or mechanics @@ poor that you are unclear in your
argument, then the highest score that you can receive on the AP English Language
argument essay rubric is a 2.
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Key Takeaways from the AP English Language Argument Essay Rubric

In order to cover all of your bases in the AP English Language exam argument
essay you will want to be sure to practice months before the exam. Preparation is
everything. A useful tip is to have the AP English Language argument rubric in
front of you as you write your first few attempts at a practice essay. This will keep
your argument essay focused.

The most important part of the argument essay is to support your thesis, or the
claim that you make to fulfill the prompt. If you reference the passage that you
are given, add your own knowledge or personal experiences, be as detailed and
logical as possible, and utilize language well, then your score will rise toward that
soughtafter 9.
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Image Source: Wikimedia Commons

As a high school student, taking an English course is just a fact bf fdet, it is
one of the few areas that you will have to take all four years in most school
RAGGNAOGADP 2KAES GKAA OFy 06S FNHZAGONF GAY
classes, you do get a unique opportunity.
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