


I will be able to 
identify and 

interpret figures of 
speech in context.!



1. Figure of Speech –  Paradox 

MOD – "A little more 
than kin, and less than 
kind." 

 

 



Interpretation – He may be a 
relative, but he is not 
considered family or kind. 



2. Figure of Speech –   Simile 

MOD – "My father’s 
brother – but no more like 
my father than I to 
Hercules."  
 

 



Interpretation – Claudius is 
nothing like Hamlet’s father 



3. Figure of Speech – Simile 

MOD – "This above all: to 
thine own self be true, And 
it must follow, as the night 
the day, Thou canst not 
then be false to any man." 



Interpretation 
Be truthful 
always - night 
or day.  



4. Figure of Speech –  Simile/ 
Personification 
MOD – "Haste me to know it, 
that with wings as swift as 
meditation or the thoughts of 
love may sweep to my 
revenge."  



Interpretation – Hurry and tell 
me, so I can take revenge right 
away, faster than a person falling 
in love.  



5. Figure of Speech – 
Personification 

MOD – "None, my lord, 
but the at the world's 
grown honest."  

 



Interpretation – People 
are telling the truth  



6. Figure of Speech – Oxymoron 

MOD – "But my uncle-
father and aunt-mother are 
deceived."  



Interpretation – Hamlet isn’t sure 
what he should call the king and 
queen.  



7. Figure of Speech – Paradox 

MOD –  "This is most 
brave, That I, the son of a 
dear father murdered, 
Prompted to my revenge 
by heaven and hell."  

 



Interpretation – The ghost, 
from heaven or hell, prompts 
Hamlet’s revenge. 



8. Figure of Speech – 
Personification 

MOD –  "For murder, 
though it have no tongue, 
will speak with most 
miraculous organ."   

 



Interpretation – You can’t  
get away with murder, 
something will give you up 



9. Figure of Speech – 
Personification 

MOD –  "The spirit that I 
have seen may be evil, and 
the devil hath power to 
assume a pleasing shape."  

 



Interpretation – Evil can 
take control by tempting us 



10. Figure of Speech – 
Euphemism 

MOD – "To die, to sleep 
- No more - and by a 
sleep to say we end."  



Interpretation – To sleep 
means to die 



11. Figure of Speech – Simile 

MOD –  "We are like arrant 
knaves all, We are not 
trust worthy, you shouldn’t 
believe us."  



Interpretation – We are 
untrustworthy like villains 



12. Figure of Speech – Paradox 

MOD – "I am myself indifferent 
honest, but I could accuse me 
of such things that it were 
better my mother not borne me. 
I am very proud, revengeful, 
ambitious, with more offences 
at my beck that I have thoughts 
to put them in."  



Interpretation 
Most people 
would feel 
shame, yet 
Hamlet is 
proud.  



13. Figure of Speech – 
Metaphor / Hyperbole 

MOD – "O, my offence is 
rank, it smells to heaven."  



Interpretation – The offense is 
so rotten that heaven – God - 
can smell it.  



14. Figure of Speech – Simile 

MOD – "Though inclination 
be as sharp as will."  



Interpretation – Having the 
will to do something is hard.  



15. Figure of Speech – 
Paradox 

MOD – "I must be cruel 
only to be kind. Thus bad 
begins and worse remains 
behind."  



Interpretation – 
To do or say 
something that 
will be helpful 
for a person, 
although it 
might be 
painful at this 
moment. 
  



16. Figure of Speech – 
Hyperbole 

MOD – "When sorrows 
come, they come not 
single spies. But in 
battalions!"  



Interpretation – Problems 
always seem to come in groups. 
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