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The oracle at Delphi belonged to the goddess Gaia until the
eighth century B.C. when it began to function as the oracle of
Apollo.
It was considered to be one of the most sacred places in
ancient Greece.
For at least twelve centuries, the oracle at Delphi spoke on
behalf of the gods.
In exchange for prophecies, petitioners would offer a gift
such as: sacred cake, a goat, or a sheep.
In order to receive prophecies, oracles were said to have
inhaled natural ethylene vapors.
To be an oracle it was originally thought that you had to be a
young virgin girl, but after one ran off with a Thessalian, it
was decreed that only women over the age of 5o could
become oracles.
An oracle, crowned with laurels, would sit on a tripod, go
into a trance, and speak her mind.
For over a millennia people traveled to consult with the
Oracle.
Originally, it was said that people could only consult with the
oracle once a year. Demand was so great that by the sixth
century BCE, the oracle was open for business every month.
Prophesying was abolished in the fourth century due to the
rise of Christianity.

Foretelling
In a sacred place, far, far away,
Located on Mount Parnassus is what they say.
Sat the temple of Delphi dedicated to the gods,
Where people would come from near and abroad.
To hear prophecies of what their futures would hold,
To get advice both young and old.
They would come bearing gifts of cakes and goats,
Hoping to hear what they wanted the most.
Advising rulers and citizens, philosophers and kings,
The oracle could say just about anything.
For over a millennia people would come,
To consult with the oracle on what should be done.
Crowned with laurels and sitting on a tripod thrown,
Breathing in ethylene fumes until in a zone.
In a vaporous trance, she would speak her mind,
Offering sacred utterings that were considered divine.
Finally around 393 A.D.,
The temple was closed due to Christianity.
The temple fell from favor and eventually decayed,
The oracle’s powers vanished and went away.

