
Book 10	



Timeline 





Aeolus:	
God of the 

Winds	





“Aeolus hosted 
me one entire 
month…I begged 
him to send me on 
my way, he denied 
me nothing…He 
gave me a sack…
binding inside the 
winds that howl 
from every 
quarter…”	

	

(10:231: 17-25)	





What human 
flaw again causes 
problems for 

Odysseus and his 
men? How? 	



“(My shipmates) 
loosed the sack 
and all the winds 
burst out and a 
sudden squall 
struck and swept 
us back to sea... 
again to Aeolus’ 
island.”	

	

(10:232: 51-60)	





Laestrygonians	

Cannibals	





“…(the) tremendous Laestrygonians 
swarming up from every side – hundreds, 
not like men, like Giants!  Down from the 
cliffs they flung great rocks a man could 
hardly hoist and a ghastly shattering din 
rose up from all the ships – men in their 
death-cries, hulls smashed to splinters – 
They speared the crews like fish and 
whisked them home to make a grisly meal.”	

	

	
(10:234: 130-135)	



“In terror of death 
they ripped the swells 
– all as one – and 
what a joy as we 
darted out toward 
sea, clear of those 
beetling cliffs…my 
ship alone. But the 
rest went down en 
masse. Our squadron 
sank.”	

	

(10:234:140-144)	



Circe	
1+ years	





“We reached the 
Aeaean island next, 
the home of Circe 
the nymph with 
lovely braids, an 
awesome power 
too…”	

	
(10:234:148-149)	



“Mountain wolves and lions were 
roaming round the grounds – she’d 
bewitched them herself, she gave them 
magic drugs.”	

(10:237:231-232)	



“Hermes, god of the golden wand crossed my path…‘I 
can save you, free you from that great danger.  Look, 
here is a potent drug.  Take it to Circe’s halls – its 
power alone will shield you from the fatal day.’”	

(10:239:305-319)	







“So (Circe) enticed and won our battle-
hardened spirits over.  And there we sat at ease, 
day in, day out, till a year had run its course…’”	

(10:245:513-516)	





“Elpenor…none too sound in mind…sodden 
with wine…bedded down on (Circe’s) roofs…
He leapt up with a start at dawn but still so 
dazed…headfirst from the roof he plunged, his 
neck snapped from the backbone, his soul flew 
down to Death.”	 	 	 	 	 	  (10:247:613-616)	






