
Book 12	



Timeline 





Back to 
Circe	





Why does Odysseus 
return to Circe’s island 

after he leaves the 
underworld?  What 

does this act reveal 
about his character?	



“’…I will set you a 
course and chart each 
seamark, so neither 
on sea nor land will 
some new trap 
ensnare you in 
trouble, make you 
suffer more.’  Her 
foresight won our 
fighting spirits over.”	

	
	
	
	

(12:272: 28-31)	



Sirens	





“…the Sirens, those creatures who spellbind 
any man alive, whoever comes their way.  
Whoever draws too close, off guard, and 
catches the Sirens’ voices in the air – no sailing 
home for him, no wife rising to meet him, no 
happy children beaming up at their father’s 
face.  The high, thrilling song of the Sirens will 
transfix him, lolling there in their meadow, 
round them heaps of corpses rotting away, rags 
of skin shriveling on their bones.”	
	
	
	
	

(12:272-273: 43-52)	



Bewitching Music	



Tied to the Mast	





Scylla	





“(Scylla’s) a grisly 
monster… no one could 
look on her with any joy…
She has twelve legs, all 
writhing, dangling down and 
six long swaying necks, a 
hideous head on each, each 
head barbed with a triple 
row of fangs, thickset packed 
tight – and armed to the hilt 
with black death.”	

	
	
	
	

(12:274: 96-102)	



Charybdis	



“Charybdis gulps the 
dark water down.  
Three times a day she 
vomits it up, three times 
she gulps it down, that 
terror!  Don’t be there 
when the whirlpool 
swallows down – not 
even the earthquake 
god could save you 
from disaster.”	

	
(12:274: 115-118)	



“Better by far to lose six men and keep 
your ship than lose your entire crew.”	

	
(12:274: 120-121)	



Instead of losing 
his whole crew…	



	
Scylla	

Odysseus decides 
to face…	







Discuss the 
symbolic 

meaning of Scylla 
and Charybdis.	



Island of 
the Sun 

God	





“Then you will make the island of 
Thrinacia…where herds of the 
Sungod’s cattle graze…”	

(12:275: 137-138)	



“’Leave the beasts unharmed, your 
mind set on home, and you all may still 
reach Ithaca – bent with hardship, true 
– but harm them in any way, and…your 
ship destroyed, your men destroyed as 
well!  And even if you escape, you’ll 
come home late, all shipmates lost, and 
come a broken man.’”	
	

(12:275:148-154)	





“’Father Zeus! The 
rest of you blissful 
gods who never die – 
punish them all, that 
crew of Laertes’ son 
Odysseus – what an 
outrage! They killed 
my cattle, the great 
joy of my heart.’”	
	
	
	
	

(12:282-283: 405-406)	



“…then Zeus the son of 
Chronos mounted a 
thunderhead about our 
hollow ship and the deep 
went black beneath it…
All of the sudden killer-
squalls attacked us, 
screaming out of the 
west, a murderous blast…
Zeus hit the craft with a 
lightning-bolt and 
thunder.”	

(12:283-284: 437-448)	



Odysseus was the 	
only survivor	





Back to the 
Beginning:	
Calypso’s 

Island	






