
Prologue	



“Sing to me of the man, Muse, 
the man of twists and turns 
driven time and again off 
course, once he had 
plundered the hallowed 
heights of Troy.  Many cities of 
men he saw and learned their 
minds, many pains he suffered, 
heartsick on the open sea, 
fighting to save his life and 
bring his comrades home.”	

	
	
	

(1: 77: 1-6)	





How does the opening 
prologue (lines 1-24) 

introduce and 
characterize Odysseus?  
What is most important 

to him?  What does he 
apparently value most?	



Muses	



Calypso	
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Timeline 



Mount 
Olympus	



Zeus	





Think carefully about 
Zeus’ speech found in 

lines 37-40. What does 
it suggest about human 

behavior and the 
tragic fate of human 

individuals?	



Zeus	 Athena	



“And sparkling-eyed Athena drove 
the matter home: ‘Father, son of 
Cronus, our high and mighty king…
my heart breaks for Odysseus, that 
seasoned veteran cursed by fate so 
long – away from his loved ones 
still, he suffers torments...’”	

	
(1: 79: 53-59)	



Poseidon	



“…it’s the Earth-Shaker, 
Poseidon, unappeased forever 
fuming against (Odysseus) for 
the Cyclops whose giant eye 
he blinded: godlike 
Polyphemus…”	

	

(1: 79: 81-83)	



Cyclops	





“’…let us dispatch 
the guide and giant-
killer Hermes to the 
nymph with lovely 
braids our fixed 
decree: Odysseus 
journeys home – the 
exile must return.”	

	
	
	

(1: 80: 100-103)	



“’I (will) go 
down to Ithaca, 
rouse his son to 
a braver pitch, 
inspire his heart 
with courage...”	

	
(1: 80: 104-105)	







 Why do you think the 
gods are introduced first 	
(i.e. instead of Odysseus)?  

How is divine 
intervention portrayed 
in these opening chapters?	



Meanwhile 
back in 

Ithaca…	



Suitors	



Telemachus	



Mentes	



“’Look at them over there.  
Not a care in the world… 	
It’s easy for them…they feed 
on another’s goods and go 
scot-free.’”	

	

(1: 82: 185-187)	





“’…I tell you 
great Odysseus 
is not dead.  
He’s still alive…
held captive, out 
at sea…”	

	
	

(1: 83: 228-229)	



“’How obscenely they lounge 
and swagger here, look gorging 
in your house.  Why, any man 
of sense who chanced among 
them would be outraged 
seeing such behavior.’”	
	

(1: 85: 264-267)	









Characterize 
the suitors.  Why 
has Penelope not 
sent them away?	





“’Fit out a ship 
with twenty 
oars, the best in 
sight, sail in 
quest of news of 
your long-lost 
father.”	

	
(1: 86: 322-323)	



“’You must not 
cling to your 
boyhood any 
longer – it’s 
time you were a 
man.’”	
	

(1: 87: 341-342 )	
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Summary 










