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Book 9	



Timeline 



And so 
Odysseus’ 
tale begins…	



Flashback	
10 years	



“’I am Odysseus, 
son of Laertes, 
known to the 
world for every 
kind of craft – my 
fame has reached 
the skies.’”	
	

	
	
	

(9:212: 20-21)	



Leaves Troy	



“’The wind drove 
me…on to Ismarus, 
the Cicones’ 
stronghold.  There I 
sacked the city, killed 
the men, but as for the 
wives and plunder, that 
rich haul we dragged 
away from the 
place…’”	
	
	

	

(9:212: 44-47)	



“Out of each ship, six men-at-
arms were killed; the rest of us 
rowed away from certain doom.”	

(9:213: 69-70)	





Land of 
the Lotus 

Eaters	





“Any crewsmen who 
ate the lotus, the 
honey-sweet fruit, lost 
all desire to send a 
message back, much less 
return, their only wish 
to linger there with the 
Lotus-eaters, grazing 
on lotus, all memory of 
the journey home 
dissolved forever.”	
	

(9:214: 107-110)	





The 
Cyclops	





“’…(we) reached 
the land of the high 
Cyclops, lawless 
brutes…each a law 
to himself, ruling 
his wives and 
children, not a care 
in the world for 
any neighbor.’”	
	
(9: 214-215: 119-127)	





One of Odysseus' character 
traits is his curiosity about 

different kinds of people. 
How does this curiosity 

cause trouble in the land 
of the lotus-eaters and in 
the land of the Cyclopes?	







“…he lunged out with his hands toward 
my men and snatching two at once, 
rapping them on the ground he knocked 
them dead like pups – their brains gushed 
out all over, soaked the floor – and ripping 
them limb from limb to fix his meal he 
bolted them down like a mountain-lion, 
left no scrap, devoured entrails, flesh and 
bones, marrow and all!’”	

	

(9:220: 324-330)	





“’…we seized our stake with its fiery tip and bored it 
round and round in the giant’s eye till blood came 
boiling up around that smoking shaft and the hot blast 
singed his brow and eyelids round the core and the 
broiling eyeball burst - ’” 	 	 	 	 	(9:223: 433-437)	





How does Odysseus 
display great 

shrewdness in 
escaping from 
Polyphemus?	





“’I took them 
three by three; 
each ram in the 
middle bore a 
man while the 
two rams either 
side would 
shield him 
well.’”	
	
	

	

(9:225: 478-480)	





How does Odysseus 
display great 

arrogance / 
stupidity when 

leaving Polyphemus?	



“I began to taunt the Cyclops – men 
around me trying to check me, calm me, 
left and right: ‘So headstrong – why? Why 
rile the beast again?’…They could not bring 
my fighting spirit round. I called back with 
another burst of anger.  ‘Cyclops – if any 
man on the face of the earth should ask 
you who blinded you, shamed you so – say 
Odysseus, raider of cities, he gouged out 
your eye…’”	

	

(9:226-227: 548-561)	





“’Hear me Poseidon…If I really am 
your son…grant that Odysseus…never 
reaches home.  Or if he’s fated to see 
his people once again and reach his 
well-built house and his own native 
country, let him come home late and 
come a broken man – all shipmates 
lost, alone in a stranger’s ship – and let 
him find a world of pain at home!’”	

	

(9:228: 590-595)	



Upsets Poseidon	




