


I will be able to 
distinguish between!

the denotative !
and connotative !

meaning of words!



1. WOD – Goodwill    POS –  N 

MOD – “…if we believe that a 
speaker has good sense, good 
moral character, and goodwill, we 
are inclined to believe what the 
speaker says to us.”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 

 



Denotation – Friendly, helpful, 
cooperative feelings or attitude 



2. WOD – Fallacy   POS – N 

MOD – “In this strategy, you attack 
the character or personality of the 
speaker instead of attacking the 
substance of his or her position.  
This kind of argument is usually 
considered to be a logical fallacy …”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  

 

 



Denotation – A mistaken belief 



3. WOD – Trivial   POS – ADJ 

MOD – “For example, no one in ordinary 
life would think that Socrates could be 
immortal.  We would simply assume 
that Socrates could be killed or that he 
would die of natural causes after a 
normal lifespan.  Not all assumptions 
are as trivial as this one, however. ”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 



Denotation – Of little value or 
importance 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 

1.   Describe some acts of service that you 
rendered out of goodwill.  What did you 
do?  Whom did you help?  How did these 
experiences change you for the better?   

2.   What are some fallacies from your youth 
that you used to believe that have long 
since been disproven?   

3.   Tell about a time when you got into a silly 
argument with a parent/sibling/friend over a 
trivial matter.  What were you fighting 
about?  Use dialogue to make your writing 
interesting.  



4. WOD – Atrocities   POS –  N 

MOD – “Serbian leaders 
published photographs of 
atrocities allegedly committed by 
Croatians during WWII, reviving 
a conflict from 50 years earlier.”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 

 



Denotation – Extremely wicked or 
cruel acts, typically ones involving 
physical violence 



5. WOD – Activists    POS –  N 

MOD – “Pressured by animal rights 
activists and by growing public support 
for the humane treatment of animals, 
these companies have financed 
research into, among other things, the 
emotional, mental and behavioral states 
of our fellow creatures.” 

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 



Denotation – A person who 
campaigns for some sort of social 
change 



6. WOD – Deterioration    POS – N 

MOD – “…(Pigs) crave affection and 
are easily depressed if isolated or 
denied playtime with each other. 
The lack of mental and physical 
stimuli can result in deterioration of 
health.”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Denotation – The process of becoming 
progressively worse 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 
4.   Choose 5 atrocities that you have read about, seen 

on the news or witnessed personally.  What made 
these acts so cruel?  Give vivid details to help your 
reader feel your revulsion for these crimes. 

5.   What is a cause that you truly believe in; something 
you desire to see change in our society?  As an 
activist for this cause, what logical arguments 
would you offer to gain support?  Remember to use 
rhetorical devices to persuade your audience. 

  

6.   Often time things deteriorate with age.  They 
crumble, crack, and even break.  Describe one such 
item.  Use descriptive adjectives and vivid imagery 
to paint a picture with your words.  



7. WOD –  Subjected    POS – V 

MOD – “So what does all of this 
portend for the way we treat our 
fellow creatures? And for the 
thousands of animals subjected 
each year to painful laboratory 
experiments? ”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 

 



Denotation – Cause or force to 
undergo (a particular experience or 
form of treatment) 



8. WOD – Inhumane   POS – ADJ 

MOD – “And for the thousands of 
animals subjected each year to painful 
laboratory experiments? Or the 
millions of domestic animals raised 
under the most inhumane conditions 
and destined for slaughter and human 
consumption? ”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 



Denotation – Without compassion 
for misery of suffering; cruel 



9. WOD – Empathy   POS – N 

MOD – “The human journey is…
about the extension of 
empathy…to include the broader 
community of creatures with 
whom we share the Earth.”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 

 

 

 

 



Denotation – The ability to 
understand and share the feelings 
of others. 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 
7.   You have been subjected to school for the last 12+ 

years.  What are some of the positive things that 
you have valued from this experience?  What are 
some of the negative/pointless things that you 
could have done without?  

8.   Often times, inhumane acts of cruelty derive from 
ignorance.  Describe one such act from history.  
Who was involved?  What made this event 
especially heinous?   

9.   When has someone shown you empathy? How did 
it make you feel to have someone care enough 
about you to try to understand what you were 
going through?  How can you be a more 
empathetic person?  


