
I will be able to 
distinguish between!

the denotative !
and connotative !

meaning of words!



1. WOD – Guff    POS – N 

MOD – “Jem had probably stood as 
much guff about Atticus lawing for 
niggers as had I, and I took it for 
granted that he kept his temper – he 
had a naturally tranquil disposition.”  

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – Rude talk or ideas 



2. WOD – Cantankerous    POS – ADJ 

MOD – “’She (Mrs. Dubose) was 
conscious to the last, almost. Conscious,’ 
he smiled, ‘and cantankerous.  She still 
disapproved heartily of my doings, and 
said I’d probably spend the rest of my life 
bailing you out of jail.’” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – Bad-tempered; 
Argumentative 



3. WOD – Edification   POS – N 

MOD – “He didn’t want to do anything 
but read…Everything he read he 
passed along to me…for my 
edification and instruction.”  

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – Instruction or 
improvement 



1.   Describe some of the guff Scout and Jem have to 
deal with from Mrs. Dubose.  What finally sent 
Jem over the edge?  What was the consequence 
of his actions?  Did he make the right choice with 
his decision?  Explain. 

2.   Many sick people, like Mrs. Dubose, can be 
cantankerous to others because they do no feel 
well.  Describe the most cantankerous person you 
have ever come in contact with.  Provide a lot of 
details. 

3.   What type of edification do you enjoy the most?  
Explain. 

 



4. WOD – Scrutiny   POS – N 

MOD – “Although his back was to us, we 
knew he had a slight cast in one of his eyes 
which he used to his advantage: he seemed to 
be looking at a person when he was actually 
doing nothing of the kind, thus he was hell on 
juries and witnesses.  The jury, thinking 
themselves under close scrutiny, paid 
attention; so did the witnesses, thinking 
likewise.”  

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – A close, careful 
examination 



5. WOD – Vehement    POS – ADJ 

MOD – “Atticus was speaking so quietly 
his last word crashed on our ears.  I 
looked up, and his face was vehement.  
‘There’s nothing more sickening to me 
than a low-grade white man who’ll take 
advantage of a Negro’s ignorance.’” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  

 



Definition – Characterized by 
intensity of feeling or conviction 



6. WOD – Twinge    POS – N 

MOD – “I sometimes felt a twinge of 
remorse, when passing the old place, at 
ever having taken part in what must have 
been sheer torment to Arthur Radley – 
what reasonable recluse wants children 
peeping through his shutters, delivering 
greetings on the end of a fishing-pole, 
wandering in his collards at night?” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  
 



Definition – A mental or emotional 
pain 



 
 

4.  Tom Robinson is under the scrutiny of the court for a crime 
that Bob and Mayella Ewell accuse him of committing.  In a 
fair world, the Ewells would be scrutinized instead of Tom.  
In this journal your job is to do just that. Take a careful 
examination of the Ewells, their life style, their high and 
mighty attitudes about being white, and their accusations 
about what Tom did.   

5.  Atticus is vehement when it comes to his opinion about 
what Bob Ewell did to Tom Robinson.  Describe a time 
when you felt that intense about something. 

6. When Scout is remembering how they tormented Boo 
Radley at the beginning of the book, she feels a twinge of 
remorse for her actions.  Describe an experience when you 
tormented someone and later felt a twinge of guilt for your 
deeds. 



7. WOD – Harbor    POS – V 

MOD – “’I don’t like it, Atticus, I don’t like it 
at all,’ was Aunt Alexandra’s assessment of 
these events.  ‘That man seems to have a 
permanent running grudge against 
everybody connected with that case.  I know 
how that kind are about paying off grudges, 
but I don’t understand why he should harbor 
one – he had his way in court, didn’t he?’” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – To keep in one’s 
mind 



8. WOD – Teeming   POS – V 

MOD – “When we reached the 
auditorium, the whole town was there 
except Atticus and the ladies worn out 
from decorating, and the usual outcasts 
and shut-ins. Most of the county, it 
seemed, was there: the hall was teeming 
with slicked-up country people.” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – To be full of 



9. WOD – Tussled    POS – V 

MOD – “’Then all of a sudden somethin’ 
grabbed me an’ mashed my costume…think I 
ducked on the ground…heard a tusslin’ under 
the tree sort of…they were bammin’ against 
the trunk, sounded like.  Jem found me and 
started pullin’ me toward the road.  Some-Mr. 
Ewell yanked him down, I reckon.  They 
tussled some more and then there was this 
funny noise-Jem hollered…’” 

Connotation +   /   - 

Prediction –  



Definition – To struggle 
roughly; scuffle 



 
 

7.   After the trial Bob Ewell harbors grudges 
against all of the people who, he feels, made 
him look ridiculous in court.  Tell about a time 
when you harbored a grudge against someone 
because of something they did.  

8.   Maycomb is teeming with racial conflict.  
Choose a few specific events that have added 
to this conflict. 

9.    Describe an experience when you tussled 
with someone.  Be as descriptive as possible.  
Use dialogue. 

 


