


I will be able to 
distinguish between!

the denotative !
and connotative !

meaning of words!



1. WOD – Grappling    POS – V 
MOD – “’He’s a workaholic. I know 
just what he’ll be like when he starts 
putting the lecture together. It’ll be all-
consuming.’ The lecture, she argued, 
would be an unnecessary diversion 
from the overwhelming issues we were 
grappling with in our lives.” 
Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  



Denotation – Work hard to deal with 
or overcome. 



2. WOD – Reticence   POS – N 
MOD – “Given Jai’s reticence, I knew I 
had to look honestly at my 
motivations. Why was this talk so 
important to me? ...‘An injured lion 
wants to know if he can still roar,’ I told 
Jai. ‘It’s about dignity and self esteem, 
which isn’t quite the same as vanity.’” 
Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  

 

 

 

 

 



Denotation – Reservation or restraint. 



3. WOD – Fortitude   POS – N 
MOD – “Why was this talk so important 
to me? Was it a way to remind me and 
everyone else that I was still very much 
alive? To prove I still had the fortitude to 
perform? Was it a limelight-lover’s urge 
to show off one last time? The answer 
was yes on all fronts.”  
Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  

 

 



Denotation – Mental strength and 
courage that allows someone to 
face danger, pain, etc. 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 
1.   Discuss a time when you grappled with a 

tough decision.  What did you end up 
deciding?  What factors played into your 
decision?  

2.   In class, are you more reticent or 
outspoken?  Why?  What would make it 
easier to be less retrained? 

3.  When you have faced obstacles in the 
past, what gave you the fortitude to push 
through the adversity and to strive to 
succeed?  



4. WOD – Gravitas   POS –  N 
MOD –  “’If you have things you want to say 
to the kids, or advice you want to give them, 
why not just put a video camera on a tripod 
and tape it here in the living room?’ 
‘One thing I’ve learned,’ I told Jai, ‘is that 
when parents tell children things, it doesn’t 
hurt to get some external validation. If I can 
get an audience to laugh and clap at the right 
time, maybe that would add gravitas to what 
I’m telling the kids.’” 
Connotation + / - 
Prediction –  
 

 

 

 



Denotation – Feelings of respect 
and trust in others. 



5. WOD – Bravado    POS – N 
MOD – “Though I’ve always had a 
healthy sense of self, I knew this 
lecture needed more than just 
bravado.” ” 
Connotation + / - 
Prediction – 



Denotation – Brave talk or behavior 
that is intended to impress. 



6. WOD – Debilitating  POS – ADJ 

MOD – “On New Year's Day, after 
months of suffering from 
debilitating headaches, I learned 
that I had brain cancer.”  

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  
 



Denotation – Making someone weak 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 

4.   How do you encourage gravitas 
between you and your friends and 
family?  

5.   Describe a time when you showed 
extreme bravado.  What did you do 
that was so daring?  

6.   Have you ever had an illness that 
was debilitating?  What were your 
symptoms?   How long did it take 
to recover?  



7. WOD – Resection  POS –  N 
MOD –  “Our lives devolved into 
hospital stays, doctor consultations 
and medical research. Nine days 
after my initial diagnoses, I had a 
partial craniotomy and a partial 
resection of my temporal lobe. Both 
surgeries were an effort to stop the 
growth of my tumor.”  
Connotation + / - 
Prediction –  
 

 

 

 



Denotation – To cut out tissue or 
part of an organ. 



8. WOD – Palliative    POS – ADJ 
MOD – “I considered passing away in 
hospice care at my San Francisco Bay-
area home. But even with palliative 
medication, I could develop potentially 
morphine-resistant pain and suffer 
personality changes and verbal, 
cognitive and motor loss of virtually any 
kind.” ” 
Connotation + / - 
Prediction – 



Denotation – (of a treatment or 
medicine) relieving pain or 
alleviating a problem. 



9. WOD – Commencement POS – ADJ 

MOD – “I am honored to be with you 
today at your commencement from 
one of the finest universities in the 
world. I never graduated from 
college. Truth be told, this is the 
closest I've ever gotten to a college 
graduation.”  
Connotation + / - 
Prediction –  
 



Denotation – A ceremony during 
which degrees or diplomas are given 
to students 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 
7.   Describe a surgery that you’ve had 

where a part of you was resected?  
8.   What palliative methods (food, 

medicine, care, etc.) help you feel 
better when you are sick? 

9.   At the end of the year, you will take 
part in a high school commencement 
ceremony (graduation).  Looking 
back, what are some of your favorite 
high school memories?  



10. WOD – Dogma    POS – N 
MOD – “Your time is limited, so 
don't waste it living someone else's 
life. Don't be trapped by dogma — 
which is living with the results of 
other people's thinking. Don't let the 
noise of others' opinions drown out 
your own inner voice.” ” 
Connotation + / - 
Prediction – 



Denotation – A belief that is 
accepted by a group without being 
questioned or doubted. 



11. WOD – Idealistic  POS – ADJ 
MOD – “When I was young, there 
was an amazing publication called 
The Whole Earth Catalog, which 
was one of the bibles of my 
generation… It was idealistic, and 
overflowing with neat tools and 
great notions.”  
Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  

 



Denotation – Unrealistically aiming 
for perfection. 



12. WOD – Spurns   POS – V 
MOD – “The pangs of 
despised love, the law’s delay, 
The insolence of office and the 
spurns that patient merit of 
the unworthy takes…” 
Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  



Denotation – To reject with disdain 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 
10. What dogma surrounds the high school 

education system?  What principles do 
we have in place to encourage community 
and learning? 

 

11.  Are you more idealistic person or 
realistic?  Explain. 

 

12. Name a time when you were spurned.   
How did it make you feel? Or, name a time 
when you spurned someone else.  How 
did it make you feel? Why did you make 
this decision and do you regret it?  



13. WOD – Oppressor  POS – N 

MOD – “Th’ oppressor’s wrong, 
the proud man’s contumely, The 
pangs of despised love, the law's 
delay…” 

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  



Denotation – Person or group that 
burdens others with harsh treatment 



14. WOD – Insolence  POS – N 
 

MOD – “ The insolence of 
office and the spurns that 
patient merit of the unworthy 
takes…” 

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  



Denotation – Rude and disrespectful 
behavior 



15. WOD – Calamity    POS – N 
MOD – “When we have shuffled 
off this mortal coil, Must give 
pause…That makes calamity of 
so long life; For who would bear 
the whips and scorns of time…” 

Connotation + / - 

Prediction –  



Denotation – An event causing 
disaster or tragedy 



Choose one journal prompt to address.  
Journals should be a minimum of 7 

sentences in length and must include 
the selected vocabulary word.  Please 
darken your punctuation, highlight the 

vocabulary word, and make sure 
sentences don’t start with a 

conjunction (so, and, or, but, because).!



 
 

13. Many leaders, throughout history, have 
oppressed people to gain power and 
prestige.  Choose one such leader and 
describe what made him/her oppressive. 

14. Tell me about a time when you were 
insolent.  What did you do that was so 
disrespectful?  

15. Describe some of the worst calamities 
that have occurred throughout the world. 


