
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
Journal:  Read the quote placed next to your seat. Record the words and then offer an interpretation of the quote 
and a reaction to what the quote is saying.  What makes life worth living?  What gives life meaning?  Your writing piece 
should be at least 100 words in length, be written in paragraph format (indented), and contain a word count written at 
the bottom of your paper. 
 

Quote - __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reaction - _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read each statement below.  If you agree with the statement, write a plus sign (+) in the Opinion box.  
If you disagree, write a minus sign (-).  If you are unsure in your belief, write a question mark (?).  
Underneath each statement, next to the word “Reasoning”, explain your opinion. 

 

 

Life is only valuable if you have a family. 
Reasoning: 
 
 

 

 

Athletes are valued more than teachers. 
Reasoning: 
 
 

 

 

A child is more valuable than an adult. 
Reasoning: 
 
 

 

 

A celebrity’s life is more valuable than that of a homeless person. 
Reasoning: 
 
 

 

 

Your life is more valuable than someone in prison. 
Reasoning: 
 
 

 



While reading the poem below, highlight words or phrases that 
demonstrate the author’s feelings about the VALUE OF LIFE. 

Still I Rise 
By Maya Angelou 

You may write me down in history  
With your bitter, twisted lies,  
You may tread me in the very dirt  
But still, like dust, I'll rise.  
 
Does my sassiness upset you?  
Why are you beset with gloom?  
'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells  
Pumping in my living room.  
 
Just like moons and like suns,  
With the certainty of tides,  
Just like hopes springing high,  
Still I'll rise.  
 
Did you want to see me broken?  
Bowed head and lowered eyes?  
Shoulders falling down like teardrops.  
Weakened by my soulful cries.  
 
Does my haughtiness offend you?  
Don't you take it awful hard  
'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines  
Diggin' in my own back yard.  
 
You may shoot me with your words,  
You may cut me with your eyes,  
You may kill me with your hatefulness,  
But still, like air, I'll rise.  
 
Does my sexiness upset you?  
Does it come as a surprise  
That I dance like I've got diamonds  
At the meeting of my thighs?  
 
Out of the huts of history's shame  
I rise  
Up from a past that's rooted in pain  
I rise  
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,  
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.  
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear  
I rise  
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear  
I rise  
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,  
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.  
I rise  
I rise  
I rise 

 

On the lines provided, write 4 sentences explaining the 
author’s feelings about the VALUE OF LIFE.  Use 
evidence from the poem to support your conclusions.  
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While reading the song lyrics below, highlight words or phrases that 
demonstrate the artist’s feelings about the VALUE OF LIFE. 

 

Fight Song 
Like a small boat 
On the ocean 
Sending big waves 
Into motion 
Like how a single word 
Can make a heart open 
I might only have one match 
But I can make an explosion 
 
And all those things I didn't say 
Wrecking balls inside my brain 
I will scream them loud tonight 
Can you hear my voice this time? 
 
This is my fight song 
Take back my life song 
Prove I'm alright song 
My power's turned on 
Starting right now I'll be strong 
I'll play my fight song 
And I don't really care if nobody else believes 
'Cause I've still got a lot of fight left in me 
 
Losing friends and I'm chasing sleep 
Everybody's worried about me 
In too deep 
Say I'm in too deep (in too deep) 
And it's been two years 
I miss my home 
But there's a fire burning in my bones 
Still believe 
Yeah, I still believe 
 
And all those things I didn't say 
Wrecking balls inside my brain 
I will scream them loud tonight 
Can you hear my voice this time? 
 

 
 
 

Compare and contrast the two written pieces.  How is 
each author’s VALUE OF LIFE similar?  How is it 
different?  Use evidence from each piece to support 
your conclusions.  

Similarities: ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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Differences: ______________________________ 
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