
Mesa Verde High School 

Department Chair / Leadership Meeting  

8/17/15; 3:14 

1. Call to order: 3:14 

2. In attendance: Chris Cimino, Cindy Morarity, Colin Bross, Donna Marshall, Glen Odabashian, Karla Branen, 

Charrlee Ramey-Davis, Kim Steele, Brett Tujague, Rene Sanchez, Mike Dittmer, Mike Peoples, Carissa 

Buschmann, Roy Pedersen, Deni Scofield 

3. Additions/Changes to Agenda: n/a 

4. Reading and Approval of Minutes: n/a 

5. Reports: n/a 

6. Public/Guest Comment: n/a 

7. Unfinished Business: n/a 

8. New Business:  

Colin quickly reviewed the agenda with the team.  

First Day of School Debrief: Referencing the talkative nature of the student body during the assembly, 

Donna Marshall mentioned that the issue may have been a result of ¾ of the school attended one assembly.  

Donna also mentioned that there should be adult supervision during the Link Crew breakout sessions in the 

D-building.  Overall consensus was to take a similar approach next year, however fine tune some of the 

procedures.  Carissa felt there should be prep time built in for the teachers.  Charrlee heard many positive 

comments from the student body regarding the art project for the MARKS.  BBQ was a disappointment 

because it got cancelled. It was agreed that we need to find a way to make the BBQ work next year.  

Discussion on August 11th PD and the outcomes:  Deni brought up the idea of using the 3-1-3-1-1 meeting 

schedule for PD, which was agreed upon by all members of the meeting. With this model, groups will meet 

to collaborate for 3-weeks, meet with their department for 1-week, then meet with collaboration teams for 

3-weeks, then meet in programs, and then share out the last week of the cycle.  It was agreed that this 

would give appropriate time to all teachers/counselors.  Glen mentioned the need for accountability.  Colin 

mentioned that Agenda, Minutes, and sign-in sheets would be sent to the staff for purposes of logging their 

progress.  Rene brought up the idea of having the “share outs” take place prior to the Thursday meeting 

dedicated for sharing out.  This way, the time during that meeting can be used for staff to talk about what 

they viewed, read, or heard from the share out.     

Data:  Colin passed out some of the data and mentioned that he would email the data to all members.  

SPSA Review: Colin reviewed important results from the previous year’s SPSA report.  Some of the results 

discussed were:  

a) 84 students were enrolled in ALEKS (computer program for mathematics).  81% of these 

students passed Algebra 1B, Geometry, or Algebra 2 with a C or Higher.  Colin mentioned that 

he was interested to see how these students will transition back in to a traditional math course 

during their 11th grade year.   



b) 34 passing grades were issued to 29 students (13 seniors) using the APEX program.  

c) 40 iPADS purchased to upgrade the technology used throughout the Foreign Language 

department.  

d) 3 MacBook Pro’s were added to the Science department 

e) 50 + novels purchased for the English Department to support the Disciplinary Literacy and 

independent reading programs.  

f) Eight Staff members attended Portland, OR for the AFL Conference.   

g) Jon Ford’s class allowed for 25/29 students to successfully participate in a math elective course 

with the hope of becoming more excited about mathematics.  

Current Funding:  Mr. Bross discussed department budgets.  It was noted that departments have been given 

more money than the previous year to help support expenditures that come up throughout the year.  Mr. 

Bross asked the department chairs and leadership team members to begin discussion with their groups 

regarding ideas for spending LCFF and cell tower money.   He mentioned he would send out a reminder 

email and will allow for suggestions so he can begin writing the 2015-2016 SPSA, which will need to be 

approved by Site Council in September.  

Computers on Wheels: COW assignments were given to the leaders.      

9.  Adjournment: 4:21 

 

Prepared by: Colin Bross on September 20th, 2015 

 


