
Mesa Verde High School - Distance Learning Plan 
 

Definition of Distance Learning 
As defined by the California Department of Education (CDE), Distance Learning means instruction in 

which the student and instructor are in different locations.  This may include interacting through the use 

of computer and communications technology, as well as delivering instruction and check-in time with 

their teachers.  

 

Instructional and Learning Modes 
Synchronous: When instruction and learning occur at the same time.  Synchronous activities may 

include: live class meetings, chats, student conferences, etc. and are structured, coordinated and 

implemented within the school site’s master schedule/regular school day.   These events are not 

necessarily happening every day.  

 

Asynchronous: When instruction and learning doesn't occur at the same time.  Asynchronous activities 

may include journal writes, assessments, collaborative student group work, or recorded lessons and may 

be scheduled within or outside of the school day.  Students generally will have flexibility and can 

participate in these activities at their own convenience.  

 

New School Structure  
In a distance learning format, students will not experience a traditional school day schedule, but rather 

experience a blend of synchronous and asynchronous learning opportunities (i.e course content may be 

delivered through a combination of formats allowing flexibility in schedule and time).  For example, 

within a week a teacher may use Google Classroom to post a lesson, engage students in live discussion, 

have students post individual online assignments with suggested deadlines, and set up students for 

group work. 

 

Virtual Bell Schedule  
Intent of the Virtual Bell Schedule: To help avoid conflict in the scheduling of synchronous activities, 

synchronous activities will be scheduled following our teachers schedule prior to our school closure.  It’s 

important to remember that during distance learning, synchronous events will not happen daily.  

 

Best Practice for Students and Families: While synchronous learning opportunities will not take place 

every day, students should still log into their Google Classrooms daily to check in with their teachers and 

check on their class assignments and activities. 

 

Teacher Planning/Daily Prep: 8:15 - 8:45  

Period 1: 8:50-9:50  

Period 2: 10:00-11:00  

Lunch/Optional Office Hours: 11:00-1:00 

Period 3: 1:00-2:00  

Period 4: 2:10-3:10 

 

** Teachers may also provide alternative “office hours” throughout the day.  Students and families 

should communicate directly with their teachers if they need more information regarding their class 

schedule. 


