AFGHANISTAN
HOW TO HELP THOSE FAMILY AND
COMMUNITY MEMBERS STILL IN
AFGHANISTAN
Google Classroom Code: i4ndsel

After nearly twenty years, Afghan civilians
fear a return to the brutal Taliban regime
of 1996-2001.
This is a period where religious and ethnic
minorities were persecuted and stonings
and public executions were commonplace.
Women were systematically victimized
under the Taliban, dependent on male
chaperones to leave their homes and
unable to access education.

Afghanistan
Inquiries
There are a limited
number of reasons
that a person might
qualify to be
evacuated or
protected by the U.S.
Government

U.S. Citizens and Legal
Permanent Residents:
Non-U.S. Citizens or
Legal Permanent
Residents:

Special Immigrant
Visa Applicants:

UNHCR and
Assistance

U.S. Refugee
Admissions Program:

Secondary
and tertiary
refugee
options

Worked-With-US

Worked-With-USNot-USG-Funded

Asylum

What kind of
documentation does
someone need ?
*Note that they do not
need all of them, but the
more documentation
you have the faster,
more easily and secure
the process of
evacuation is under any
method.

Proving who someone is becomes one of the
most important elements of a successful
evacuation, asylum application or other
assistance/protection.

▪Documents to establish identity:

passport; national ID; birth certificates

▪Documents to establish relationships:
marriage, divorce, death, and/or birth
certificates

▪Documents to establish employment

history: employment badges, employer
affidavits

H.R. 3965
This is the House Resolution (law) that increases the number of Special
Immigrant Visas available to qualified Afghan nationals who worked for
the U.S. government or the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
missions in Afghanistan. The bill also relaxes certain qualifications for
such visas. Specifically, this bill makes available an additional 8,000 visas
for principal aliens under this special visa program, to be available until all
such visas have been issued.
Under this bill, an alien may qualify based on a credible basis for concern
about the possibility of an ongoing serious threat in Afghanistan due to
their work with the U.S. government or a NATO mission, where currently
the alien must have experienced such a threat.

H.R. 3965
The bill also eliminates a requirement for each applicant to submit
a credible sworn statement describing that threat. Furthermore,
for an applicant qualifying for a visa by performing duties for
U.S. military personnel stationed with a NATO mission, this bill
eliminates a requirement that the duties performed qualify as
sensitive and trusted duties.
If an alien submits a visa application that included an
accompanying spouse or child but the alien passes away before
the application is granted, the surviving spouse or child shall
remain eligible to receive a visa under that application. Currently,
a surviving spouse or child retains eligibility only if the application
was approved before the alien passed away.

Individuals Eligible for the P-2 Program:

•Afghans who do not meet the minimum time-in-service for a SIV but who
work or worked as employees of contractors, locally-employed staff,
interpreters/translators for the U.S. Government, United States Forces
Afghanistan (USFOR-A), International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), or
Resolute Support;

•Afghans who work or worked for a U.S. government-funded program or
project in Afghanistan supported through a U.S. government grant or
cooperative agreement.

•Afghans who are or were employed in Afghanistan by a U.S.-based media
organization or non-governmental organization.

•Afghans and their eligible family members (spouse and children of any age,
whether married or unmarried) can be referred to the P-2 program by a U.S.
government agency. For non-governmental organizations (NGO) and media
organizations that were not funded by the U.S. government, but are
headquartered in the United States, the senior-most U.S. citizen employee
of that organization may make a referral.

P-2 Program for Afghan Nationals:
•The Department of State has designated certain categories of Afghan
nationals as having access to the USRAP (U.S. Refugee Admissions
Program) by virtue of their circumstances and apparent need for
resettlement.

•To manage the P-2 program for Afghan Nationals, the State
Department’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM)
created a USRAP Afghan Referrals Workgroup comprised of federal
agencies to refer individuals directly to the USRAP.

•If an individual is not eligible for the P-2 program, he or she may be
eligible for the Priority 1 (P-1) program by virtue of their circumstances
and apparent need for resettlement. Individuals may be referred to the
P-1 program by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a
U.S. Embassy, or a designated NGO.

Background on the USRAP:

•The U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) is
managed by PRM in cooperation with the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS), and the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Refugee
Resettlement (ORR).

•There are currently three categories of individuals who
may access the USRAP, known as “priorities.” Once
cases receive access to the USRAP, they undergo the
same processing steps, including extensive security
vetting.

The Priority Tiers

•Priority 1:

Individual cases referred by designated
entities (an Embassy, designated NGO or the
UNHCR) to the program by virtue of their
circumstances and apparent need for resettlement.
•Priority 2: Groups of special concern designated by
the Department of State as having access to the
program by virtue of their circumstances and
apparent need for resettlement.
•Priority 3: Individual cases granted access for
purposes of reunification with family members
already in the United States.

*Note: Afghans who work/worked
for sub-contractors and subgrantees do not qualify for the P-2
program, though they may have
access to USRAP through a P-1
Embassy referral (if well-known to an
Embassy direct-hire American ) or
through a referral from UNHCR or a
designated NGO.

Potential problem: State
Department is accepting Afghans
who worked for contracts, and
subcontracts. Until recently they
were rejecting those who worked
under grants and cooperative
agreements. Most big USAID
contractors (e.g. FHI360, DAI,
Chemonics, etc) worked using a
cooperative agreement. This was
changed by the ALLIES act but the
implementation of this, or how to
obtain a secretary of state
recommendation, is not clear. Check
with the employer about what kind
of agreement was used if you are
not sure.

For what reasons can
someone apply for Asylum?
Asylum is a
Every year people come to the United States seeking
special method protection because they have suffered persecution or fear
to be allowed that they will suffer persecution due to:
into a country.
Race
It is processed
Religion
faster but has
Nationality
very narrow
Membership
in
a
particular
social
group
reasons you
Political
opinion
can apply

•
•
•
•
•

*remember that in situations such as

Support the Women
of Afghanistan

•Prominent women figures, from activists to
judges, are now at risk of persecution and
violence in Afghanistan.
•Many women journalists have continued to
report on the conflict despite the risk to their
personal safety.
•The U.S. Government has committed to
making women a particular priority in both
granting asylum and special visas to protect
them against persecution under the Taliban

Support the Women
of Afghanistan •In the last twenty years, women’s access to

education has improved dramatically since the
Taliban’s 1996-2001 rule.
•The fall of the country to the Taliban risks reversing
the progress which has led to over half of the
students attending Herat University, in the west of
the country, being women.
•If you support this cause there are several initiatives
focussed on women and girls’ education, support
organizations like Malala Fund, Sahar and Afghan
Women’s Educational Centre in the Google
Classroom

Reach out to lawmakers and sign
petitions
Pressuring politicians and lawmakers to open safe, legal
pathways of migration might help ensure the safety of Afghan
refugees. In the U.S., there are useful letter templates, forms,
and contact information for Senators and Representatives
which call for greater support to those who helped military
forces.

Letters to Senators and Congressmen will go far to
help ensure support for those who are in Afghanistan
and may not be able to come to American under
current immigration and asylum.

Your California State
Senators are

Alex Padilla

Democratic Party

Dianne Feinstein
Democratic Party

