Safe Routes to School Existing Conditions

Gold River Discovery Center K-8 School

Gold River Discovery Center K-8 School
2200 Roaring Camp Drive, Gold River, CA 95670
Published by San Juan Unified School District
Safe Schools/Safe Routes to School
with the support of WALKSacramento
February 2020

Table of Contents
School Summary ......................................................................................................................3
Student Distribution..................................................................................................................4
Mode Share .............................................................................................................................5
Existing Conditions ..................................................................................................................6
Maps ........................................................................................................................................7
Planning Documents ................................................................................................................9
Recommendations for Off-Campus Improvements ................................................................10
Recommendations for On-Campus Improvements ................................................................11
Recommendations for Program .............................................................................................12
Photos, Diagrams and Signs .................................................................................................13
Revision History .....................................................................................................................15
Appendices ............................................................................................................................16

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) San Juan USD 2020-02-25

Page 2 of 16

School Summary
Gold River Discovery Center K-8 School
(https://www.sanjuan.edu/goldriver) is a
Kindergarten through eighth grade school
in the San Juan Unified School District. It
is located at 2200 Roaring Camp Drive in
Gold River, California, a census
designated place (CDP) in unincorporated
Sacramento County. The Gold River
campus is 5.9 acres.
The table at right provides a variety of
facts about the school.
For the 2018-2019 school year, the Free
& Reduced Meal Program rate was
25.5%, which is not considered to be a
disadvantaged school by the state criteria
of 75% and above.
For the 2018-2019 school year, 8.8% of
5th grade students and 5.2% of 7th grade students were in the “Needs Improvement - Health Risk”
category for Body Composition in the California Physical Fitness Report. This is a general indication of
the physical activity level of the students.
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Student Distribution
For the 2019-2020 school year, about 776 students were enrolled, of which 478 (62%) lived within the
attendance boundary and 212 (27%) lived within a 20 minute walk of school. Most students live south of
the school in multi-family housing, but are distributed throughout the attendance boundary and district.
The furthest edge of the attendance boundary is 1.9 miles from the school, which is beyond walking
distance but not bicycling distance for most students.
The map below (pdf version in the appendices) includes:
• Attendance boundary (red outline). San Juan USD has an open enrollment policy under which
students may apply for a waiver to attend any school.
• Student density layer (blue highlight). Indicates relative numbers of students. The areas without any
color on the map have a student density too low to show up on the map, but may have students within
them.
• Dots indicate student residences but do not reflect numbers because they do not show multiple
students within a household or multiple residences with the same address.
• ‘Walk-shed’ (orange highlight). Indicates 40-minute walk radius from the school, which is about two
miles and a typical walking distance for high school students. It does not consider safety or perception
barriers such as busy streets that may be uncomfortable to cross or walk along.
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Mode Share
A student tally for Gold River was conducted in November 2017. A new student tally should be
conducted in May 2020.
The active transportation mode (walking, bicycling, skateboarding and scootering) was 15.7%, which is
typical for a school in San Juan Unified. As is typical of most schools in San Juan USD and the region,
the majority of students are driven to and from school by parents, or drive themselves. The carpooling
mode of 9.1% is average for a San Juan school.
No parent survey has been conducted for Gold River.
Reports from all student tallies and parent surveys are available in the national database at http://
www.saferoutesdata.org/ (registration and permission required).
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Existing Conditions
Assessment
The school has not received a Safe Routes to School Assessment, and is not scheduled for one. This
existing conditions assessment largely captures existing conditions, based on site visits and arrival/
dismissal observations. This report was funded by the school district under the Safe Routes to School
program. A photo archive is available at https://photos.app.goo.gl/SieiMGEZcCr9kb118. This location
may change.
Arrival/Dismissal and Safety Information
The Safety web page (https://www.sanjuan.edu/domain/1310) has some arrival and dismissal
information, which is excerpted in the appendices. Information about drop-off/pick-up is communicated
through newsletters, calls and emails, and direct contact in the drop-off/pick-up areas.
School Zone
A map of the existing school zone is available in the appendices. No changes to the school zone signing
or crosswalks are recommended at this time.
Walk Score & ZenDrive
Walk Score is a measure of the walkability
of a location, based on available
destinations. It does not address the
availability of sidewalks or safety of street
crossings. Walk Score 19 = ‘CarDependent: Almost all errands require a
car.’. The school rates well for access to
schools, but much lower on other
measures. Bike Score 39 = ‘Somewhat
Bikeable: Minimal bike infrastructure’.
Transit Score is not available.
ZenDrive grade for Gold River is D-, 356
of 487 schools in Sacramento County, due
to Aggressive Acceleration and Hard
Braking.
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Maps
Collisions
The collision map in the appendices shows the pattern of collisions or crashes involving pedestrians and
bicyclists within and nearby the Bella Vista attendance boundary. The collisions are not selected by time
of day or age of victim, so do not necessarily indicate collisions involving students, however, the pattern
does identify high collision corridors and intersections which would be priorities for safety
improvements and traffic calming. As is typical of all areas within the school district, almost all
collisions occur along arterial and collector streets, not within neighborhoods.
The collision data is from the Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS; https://tims.berkeley.edu/)
which provides Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System data and maps, with data 2013-01 to
2017-12.

Bicyclist Facilities
Sacramento County has pedestrian and bicyclist master plans. Existing and potential bicyclist facilities,
including Class 1 (separated pathway), Class 2 (bike lanes), and Class 3 (street signified with pavement
markings and/or signing) and shown on the map in the appendices.
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The county does not have a sidewalk map nor comprehensive data.
Transit
Sacramento Regional Transit District (SacRT) offers bus service throughout much of Sacramento
County, however, the unincorporated suburban areas of the county do not have dense or frequent service.
There are no fixed transit routes that offer significant service to Gold River students.
RydeFree RT program (https://www.sacrt.com/rydefreert/) offers free transit use to K-12 students.
Parks & Other Destinations
This map, developed from a variety of sources, shows community destinations that students might
access by walking and bicycling. The availability of such destinations strongly affects the walkability
and bikability of a neighborhood, and can greatly increase the physical activity level of students. Student
routes for school and these other destinations frequently.
CalEnviroScreen
CalEnviroScreen is an environmental health screening tool, using 20 indicators of pollution,
environmental quality, and socioeconomic and public health conditions. CalEnviroScreen and the related
SB375 data can be used in grant applications as an indicator of disadvantaged community. The
CalEnviroScreen map in the appendices shows scores for the attendance area, which range 16-35%.
Income
Median household income (MHI) is another indicator of disadvantaged community status, and census
tracts with levels less than 80% of the state MHI may qualify in grant applications. The Median
Household Income map in the appendices indicates that most of the Gold River attendance boundary is
above 100% of California MHI, however, one census tract is less than 80%.
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Planning Documents
Sacramento County Bikeway Master Plan
The Sacramento County Bicycle Master Plan, dated 2011, is available at http://www.sacdot.com/Pages/
BikewayMasterPlan.aspx. Existing and potential bicyclist facilities, including Class 1 (separated
pathway), Class 2 (bike lanes), and Class 3 (street signified with pavement markings and/or signing) and
shown on the map in the appendices. The bicycle network serving student clusters west and east of the
school is incomplete. The map in appendices is from the regional SACOG Bicycle, Pedestrian and Trails
2017 data.
Sacramento County Pedestrian Master Plan
The Sacramento County Pedestrian Master Plan, dated April 2007, is available at http://
www.sacdot.com/Pages/PedestrianMasterPlan.aspx. The county does not have a sidewalk map nor
comprehensive sidewalk data. No projects of significance are planned within the Bella Vista attendance
area. The plan does not identify any Safe Routes to School projects within the attendance area.
Sacramento County Transportation Improvement Programming Guide
The Sacramento County Transportation Improvement Programming Guide, dated 2017, is available at
https://sacdot.saccounty.net/Pages/TIP.aspx. No projects of significance are planned within the
attendance area.
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Recommendations for Oﬀ-Campus Improvements
Note: No recommendation are made for off-campus improvements. Additional observations, site visits,
and assessment might develop recommendations.
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Recommendations for On-Campus Improvements
Note: The recommendations below are only a subset of those that might be developed by a quick or full
assessment.
7. Access & Infrastructure: none
8. Bike, Skateboard, and Scooter Parking
8.1. Purchase and install modern bike racks (ABPB recommended), and a skateboard/scooter
storage rack, to meet demand on a typical nice weather day, about 10% for bikes and 2% for
skateboard/scooters. Though there is no fenced compound, the location well away from the
street may be acceptable for security. [photos 8.1]
9. Curb Management & Parking
9.1. Add short-term parking to the parking lot adjacent to the school office to provide a way for
people with short term business to avoid parking illegally along the fire lane. A 20-minute limit
is appropriate, and there should be one space for every 400 students, so at least two spaces are
needed. [sign 9.1]
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Recommendations for Program
Note: The recommendations below are standard for schools in the district, but no recommendations
unique to Gold River are included since an assessment has not been performed.
10. Drop-off and Pick-up
10.1. Create an Arrival/Dismissal and Parking Information document, and provide more detailed
information and a diagram on the school Safety web page. A general template for arrival/
dismissal/drop-off/pick-up is available on the Assessments page (https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/assessments/) and can be adapted.
10.2. All duty staff working in drop-off/pick-up areas will wear safety vests and be trained for
interaction with drivers and students.
11. Education
11.1. Provide pedestrian education to 2nd grade students.
11.2. Provide bicyclist education to 5th grade students.
11.3. Provide transit education to 7th grade students.
11.4. Improve the school safety web page (https://www.sanjuan.edu/Domain/1310) by adding or
referencing pedestrian, bicyclist, and motorist safety information. Template documents are
available on the Assessments page of the Safe Routes to School San Juan site (https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/assessments/) and can be adapted.
12. Encouragement
12.1. Establish regular ‘walking school bus’ and/or ‘bike train’ programs.
12.2. Celebrate Walk to School Day in the fall and Bike to School Day in the spring.
12.3. Create walking and bicycling preferred route maps, and distribute on paper and the school
safety web page.
13. Evaluation
13.1. Conduct Safe Routes to School student tally at least once every three years, for trend analysis
and grant applications.
13.2. Review Safe Routes to School assessment documents every three years, and update for
changed conditions and new solutions. Both the Safe Routes to School program and the school
Safety Committee should review.
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Photos, Diagrams and Signs
On-Campus

Photo 8.1c: modern skateboard/scooter racks

Photo 8.1a: existing bike racks

Sign 9.1: limited time parking
Photo 8.1b: modern bike racks

Program

Photo 12.3: Walk to School Day celebration

Photo 11.1: pedestrian education

Photo 11.2: bicyclist education

Photo 12.1: walking school bus
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Revision History
2020-02-25:
• first edition

Appendices
Note: Appendices pages are not numbered, but are in the order listed. Pages may be updated as new
information becomes available. The date the page was updated, or for data and map pages, the date of
the latest information, is shown.
School Information
• path-of-travel map/campus map 2015-04
• Excerpt from the Safety web page on arrival/dismissal
• School zone map
Recommendations
• Marking for Drop-off/Pick-up Lane and Fire Lane
• Functional Classification System (FCS) map
Encouragement
• sample Walking and Bicycling Routes map
Evaluation
• Student tally 2017-11
Maps
• student density map 2019
• student distribution 2019
• collisions 2016
• bike facilities 2017
• transit 2019
• parks & other destinations 2018
• CalEnviroScreen3 2018
• income 2017
Other
Additional documents supporting the assessment are available at https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/assessments. This location may change.
• Universal Recommendations
• Bicycle Facilities Guideline
• Six E’s of Safe Routes to School
Additional documents on pedestrian, bicyclist and motorist education and safety are available at https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/education/. This location map change.
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Arrival and Dismissal
For safety and supervision reasons, students should arrive at school no earlier than 8:15 a.m. Campus
supervision is provided between 8:15-8:30 a.m. Students who arrive after 8:30 a.m. must come to the
office and obtain a tardy slip before going to their classes. At the end of their school day, students should
go directly home unless previous arrangements have been made and meet with parent approval.
If your child does not arrive home within the normal time range, please call the school office.
Walking Safely To and From School
We encourage parents to review the safest route to and from school. It is best if parents physically walk
or ride the same route students will take. Pay particular attention to stoplight and street walking light
procedures, cross walks, and blind spots in the road. Find a way for your child to travel with a partner.
Identify safe places between home and school where your child might be able to get help if there is a
problem. Lastly, make sure your child does not engage in any type of conversation with an unknown
adult.
Crossing Guard
A crossing guard is stationed on the corner of Gold Country Boulevard and Poker Flat Drive to assist
students. Please help your child recognize the importance of crossing the street under the supervision of
the crossing guard.

Excerpted from Safety Page (https://www.sanjuan.edu/domain/1310), 2020-02-25
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Marking for Drop-oﬀ/Pick-up Lane with Fire Lane
A. curb both sides
red curb
w/ stencil

white
curb

red stripe
adjacent to
white stripe
pavement

sidewalk

Drop-oﬀ/
Pick-up
Only
No Parking

Fire Lane
No Stopping,
Standing or
Parking

8-10 feet

30 feet minimum
B. adjacent to parking
red stripe

white
curb

red stripe
adjacent to
white stripe
pavement

sidewalk

parking
Fire Lane
No Stopping,
Standing or
Parking

Drop-oﬀ/
Pick-up
Only
No Parking
8-10 feet

30 feet minimum
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) San Juan USD 2018-04-30 R3

Student Travel Tally Report: One School in One Data Collection Period
School Name: Gold River Discovery Center K-8

Set ID: 24600

School Group: San Juan Unified School District

Month and Year Collected: November 2017

School Enrollment: 820

Date Report Generated: 12/11/2017

% of Students reached by SRTS activities: Not Applicable

Tags: San Juan USD

Number of Classrooms
Included in Report: 18
This report contains information from your school's classrooms about students' trip to and from school. The data used in this
report were collected using the in-class Student Travel Tally questionnaire from the National Center for Safe Routes to School.

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison
Number
of Trips

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Morning

684

8%

3%

0%

81%

7%

0%

2%

Afternoon

298

15%

3%

0%

66%

14%

0%

2%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison by Day

Morning and Afternoon Travel Mode Comparison by Day
Number of
Trips

Walk

Bike

School Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Tuesday AM

425

8%

4%

0%

80%

5%

0%

3%

Tuesday PM

151

19%

5%

0%

64%

11%

0%

1%

Wednesday AM

138

7%

3%

0%

80%

9%

0%

0.7%

Wednesday PM

87

13%

1%

0%

68%

17%

0%

1%

Thursday AM

121

7%

0.8%

0%

83%

8%

0%

0%

Thursday PM

60

7%

2%

0%

72%

17%

0%

3%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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Travel Mode by Weather Conditions

Travel Mode by Weather Condition
Weather
Condition

Number
of Trips

Walk

Bike

School
Bus

Family
Vehicle

Carpool

Transit

Other

Sunny

454

11%

4%

0%

76%

7%

0%

2%

Rainy

348

9%

2%

0%

77%

12%

0%

0.6%

Overcast

180

8%

4%

0%

77%

8%

0%

3%

Snow

0

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.
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