Safe Routes to School Pre-Assessment
Mira Loma High School

Mira Loma High School
4000 Edison Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821
Published by San Juan Unified School District
Safe Schools/Safe Routes to School
with the support of WALKSacramento
February 2020

Table of Contents
School Summary ......................................................................................................................3
Student Distribution..................................................................................................................4
Mode Share .............................................................................................................................5
Existing Conditions ..................................................................................................................6
Maps ........................................................................................................................................8
Planning Documents ..............................................................................................................11
Recommendations for Off-Campus Improvements ................................................................12
Recommendations for On-Campus Improvements................................................................14
Recommendations for Program Improvements .....................................................................15
Photos, Diagrams and Signs .................................................................................................16
Revision History .....................................................................................................................17
Appendices ............................................................................................................................18

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) San Juan USD 2020-02-14

Page 2 of 18

School Summary
Mira Loma High School (https://
www.sanjuan.edu/miraloma) is a ninth
through twelfth grade school in the San
Juan Unified School District. It is located
at 4000 Edison Avenue in Arden-Arcade,
a community/census designated place
(CDP) in unincorporated Sacramento
County. The campus is 40.3 acres.
The table at right provides a variety of
facts about the school.
For the 2018-2019 school year, the Free
& Reduced Meal Program rate was
52.1%, which is not considered to be a
disadvantaged school by the state criteria
of 75% and above.
For the 2018-2019 school year, 14.5% of
9th grade students were in the “Needs
Improvement - Health Risk” category for
Body Composition in the California
Physical Fitness Report. This is a general
indication of the physical activity level of the students.
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Student Distribution
For the 2019-2020 school year, about 1744 students were enrolled, with 762 (44%) within the
attendance boundary, and 622 (36%) within a 40-minute walk. Many students live west of the school,
however, the International Baccalaureate program attracts students from throughout the district. The
furthest edge of the attendance boundary is about 3.6 miles street distance from the school, which
exceeds walking distance but not bicycling distance for a typical high school student.
The map below (pdf version in the appendices) includes:
• Attendance boundary (red outline). San Juan USD has an open enrollment policy under which
students may apply for a waiver to attend any school.
• Student density layer (blue highlight). Indicates relative numbers of students. The areas without any
color on the map have a student density too low to show up on the map, but may have students within
them.
• Dots indicate student residences but do not reflect numbers because they do not show multiple
students within a household or multiple residences with the same address.
• ‘Walk-shed’ (orange highlight). Indicates 40-minute walk radius from the school, which is about one
mile and a typical walking distance for high school students. It does not consider safety or perception
barriers such as busy streets that may be uncomfortable to cross or walk along.

•
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Mode Share
A Safe Routes to School Student Travel Tally was last conducted in 2018-05, with results shown below.
An earlier tally was conducted 2015-10. No parent survey has been conducted.
The overall active transportation mode share (walk, bike and other) was 11.0%, about the district
average. As is typical of most schools in San Juan USD and the region, the majority of students are
driven to and from school. The carpooling rate of about 24.9% is above average.
Reports from all student tallies and parent surveys is available in the national database at http://
www.saferoutesdata.org/ (registration and permission required).
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Existing Conditions
Assessment
The purpose of this pre-assessment is to compile information that is already available about Mira Loma
High School, pending a full Safe Routes to School Assessment under the Active Transportation Program
Cycle 4 (ATP4) grant awarded to San Juan Unified School District for 2019-2022. Existing conditions
observation occurred 2019-06, 2019-05 and other times, arrival and dismissal observations 2019-06, and
several meetings with Vice-Principal.
Arrival/Dismissal and Safety Information
Mira Loma does not have a Safety page. The Student Handbook 2019-2020 has a minor amount of
information, provided in the appendices.
ADA Access
Mira Loma has one ADA compliant route to the sidewalk on Edison Avenue, at the main school
entrance. It is not known whether there will be another route when the new science building is
completed. There is no ADA compliant route to Norris Avenue on the southeast side of the school, nor to
Becerra Way on the west side.
School Zone
A map of the existing school zone is available in the appendices. No changes are recommended at this
time.
Walk Score & ZenDrive
Walk Score is a measure of the
walkability of a location, based on
available destinations. It does not address
the availability of sidewalks or safety of
street crossings. Walk Score 17 = ‘CarDependent: Almost all errands require a
car’. The location rates well on schools,
but no other measures. Transit Score 35 =
‘Some Transit: A few nearby public
transportation options’. Bike Score 56 =
‘Bikeable: Some bike infrastructure’.
Zendrive School Safety Snapshot is a
measure of the behavior of drivers around
schools. Mira Loma has a grade of D-,
357 of 487 schools in the county, due to
Aggressive Acceleration and Hard
Braking.
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Functional Classification System
Edison Avenue, immediately north of the school, is a Major Collector under the Functional
Classification System (FCS). Norris Avenue, east of the school, is a Major Collector.
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Maps
Collisions
The collision map in the appendices shows the pattern of collisions or crashes involving pedestrians and
bicyclists within and nearby the Churchill attendance boundary. The collisions are not selected by time
of day or age of victim, so do not necessarily indicate collisions involving students, however, the pattern
does identify high collision corridors and intersections which would be priorities for safety
improvements and traffic calming. As is typical of all areas within the school district, almost all
collisions occur along arterial and collector streets such as Watt Avenue and Auburn Blvd, not within
neighborhoods.
The collision data is from the Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS; https://tims.berkeley.edu/)
which provides Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System data and maps. The map uses data from
2013-01 through 2017-12.

Bike Facilities
The Sacramento County Bicycle Master Plan, dated 2011, is available at http://www.sacdot.com/Pages/
BikewayMasterPlan.aspx. Existing and potential bicyclist facilities, including Class 1 (separated
pathway), Class 2 (bike lanes), and Class 3 (street signified with pavement markings and/or signing) and
shown on the map in the appendices. Most bike facilities in the school area have not been completed.
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The Bike Facilities map in the appendices uses data from the SACOG Regional Bicycle, Pedestrian, and
Trails Master Plan 2017, which includes Sacramento County.
Transit
Sacramento Regional Transit District (SacRT) offers bus service throughout much of Sacramento
County, however, the unincorporated suburban areas of the county do not have dense or frequent service.
Route 82 Northrop/Morse on Whitney Avenue to the south, Route 1 Greenback on Auburn Blvd to the
north, and Route 84 Watt to the west provide some service but not directly to the school. Route 82 is
used by a number of students. The SmaRT Ride point-to-point service is available at the far east edge of
the attendance area, but not at the school.
Students may use the SacRT transit system for free under the RydeFree RT program (https://
www.sacrt.com/rydefreert/). Middle and high school students receive stickers for their student ID, and
elementary students can request pass cards.
Parks & Other Destinations
This map, developed from a variety of sources, shows community destinations that students might
access by walking and bicycling. The availability of such destinations strongly affects the walkability
and bike-ability of a neighborhood, and can greatly increase the physical activity level of students.
Student routes for school and these other destinations frequently.
CalEnviroScreen
CalEnviroScreen scores for the attendance area are 21-95%. CalEnviroScreen is an environmental health
screening tool, using 20 indicators of pollution, environmental quality, and socioeconomic and public
health conditions. A pdf map is available in the appendices.
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Income
Median household income (MHI) is another indicator of disadvantaged community status, and census
tracts with levels less than 80% of the state MHI may qualify in grant applications. The Median
Household Income map in the appendices indicates that eight census tracts are less than 80% of the
California MHI, three less than 100%, and three more than 100%. A pdf map is available in the
appendices.
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Planning Documents
Sacramento County Bikeway Master Plan
The Sacramento County Bicycle Master Plan, dated 2011, is available at http://www.sacdot.com/Pages/
BikewayMasterPlan.aspx. Existing and potential bicyclist facilities, including Class I (separated
pathway), Class II (bike lanes), and Class III (street signified with pavement markings and/or signing)
and shown on the map in the appendices.
Sacramento County Pedestrian Master Plan
The Sacramento County Pedestrian Master Plan, dated April 2007, is available at http://
www.sacdot.com/Pages/PedestrianMasterPlan.aspx. The county does not have a sidewalk map nor
comprehensive sidewalk data.
Sacramento County Transportation Improvement Programming Guide
The Sacramento County Transportation Improvement Programming Guide, dated 2017, is available at
http://www.sacdot.com/Documents/A%20to%20Z%20Folder/TIP/2017_Final%20PDF_May_25.pdf.
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Recommendations for Off-Campus Improvements
This recommendation were developed from a small number of field observations and on request of the
principal. The full assessment process under ATP4/Safe Routes to School grant will develop detailed
recommendations.
1. School Zone and School Crosswalks
A map of the existing school zone is available in the appendices.
1.1. Despite flashing beacons during arrival and dismissal times, and speed humps to the west and
east of the crosswalks, drivers continue failing to yield to pedestrians in the two school
(yellow) crosswalk over Edison Avenue (at Cuevas Ct, and mid-block). Curb extensions are
not practical because they would impinge on the bike lanes. Raised crosswalks should be
considered.
1.2. Reduce the background speed limit on Edison Avenue between Norris Avenue and Becerra
Way from 35 mph to 30 mph to calm traffic and increase awareness of the school area.
Consider reducing the school speed limit from 25 mph to 20 mph.
1.3. Install school (yellow) crosswalks on the north, east, south and west legs of the Edison Avenue
& Norris Avenue intersection. Currently the west leg has a white crosswalk.
1.4. Install school (yellow) crosswalk on the south leg of the Edison Avenue & Becerra Way
intersection.
1.5. Remove the pedestrian prohibitions from the west leg of the intersection of Whitney Avenue
and Norris Avenue, and Whitney Avenue and Becerra Way. Change all crosswalks at Whitney
Avenue and Norris Avenue to school (yellow).
2. Sidewalks and Walkways: no recommendations yet
3. Bike Facilities
3.1. Whitney: Install Class 2 bike lanes on Whitney Avenue between Watt Avenue and Walnut
Avenue, as indicated in the Sacramento County Bikeway Master Plan.
3.2. Norris: Install Class 2 bike lanes on Norris Avenue between Auburn Blvd and Whitney
Avenue, as indicated in the Sacramento County Bikeway Master Plan.
3.3. Engle: Install Class 2 bike lanes on Engle Avenue in the gap between Eastern Avenue and
Norris Avenue, as indicated in the Sacramento County Bikeway Master Plan.
3.4. Ensure that Class 2 bike lanes on all roadways extend to the intersections and are not dropped
in favor of turn lanes. Ensure that all signals have bicycle detector marks and that they function
properly.
4. Intersections and Crossings: other items will be added
4.1. Edison & Norris: Improve the intersection of Edison Avenue and Norris Avenue to provide
sidewalks, waiting space, and ADA ramps on all four corners. Remove the slip lane from
Edison Avenue westbound to Norris Avenue northbound. Despite the stop sign and limit line,
drives continually take this turn without stopping or yielding to pedestrians.
4.2. Analyze the intersection of Becerra Way, Sunnyvale Avenue, and the school entry/exit
driveway to determine measures that will calm traffic and reduce the conflicts between drivers,
pedestrians and bicyclists in this area.
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5. Traffic Calming: no recommendations yet
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Recommendations for On-Campus Improvements
Access & Infrastructure item was requested by the principal. The other two items are standard for the
school district.
7. Access & Infrastructure: no recommendations yet
8. Bicycle, Skateboard & Scooter Parking: other items may be added
8.1. Purchase and install modern bike racks (ABPB recommended), and a skateboard/scooter
storage rack, to meet demand on a typical nice weather day, about 5% for bikes and 2% for
skateboard/scooters. Locate racks on a paved surface in the central area of campus. The school
has two skateboard/scooter racks (Ground Control Systems Skate Dock) installed in the
courtyard of the main building. [Photos 8.1 a,b,c,d]
9. Curb Management & Parking: other items may be added
9.1. Install two short-term parking spots in the parking lot on Edison Avenue so that drivers do not
park along red curb. Spots can be signed (MUTCD R7-108) and pavement marked in green.
[Sign 9.1]
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Recommendations for Program Improvements
These recommendations are standard for the school district.
10. Drop-off and Pick-up
10.1. Provide clear instructions to drivers on the drop-off/pick-up procedures, with both text and
diagrams, in the beginning of school year packet and on the Safety webpage. Have extra staff
on duty the first two weeks of the school year to train drivers in proper procedures and safe
driving. A general template for arrival/dismissal/drop-off/pick-up is available on the
Assessments page (https://saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/assessments/) and can be
adapted.
10.2. All duty staff working in drop-off/pick-up areas will wear safety vests and be trained for
interaction with drivers and students.
11. Education
11.1. Provide transit education to all 9th grade students.
11.2. Improve the school safety web page by adding or referencing pedestrian, bicyclist, and
motorist safety information. Suggested documents are available on the Education page of the
Safe Routes to School San Juan site (https://saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/education/)
and can be adapted to Cottage.
11.3. Educate parents about safe walking and bicycling for students, and safe driving around
walkers and bicyclists.
12. Encouragement
12.1. Establish regular ‘bike train’ programs.
12.2. Celebrate Walk to School Day in the fall and Bike to School Day in the spring.
12.3. Create walking and bicycling preferred route maps, and distribute on paper and the school
safety web page.
12.4. Analyze transit service to determine if routes and frequencies can assist students in getting to
and from school.
13. Evaluation
13.1. Conduct Safe Routes to School student tally at least once every three years, for trend analysis
and grant applications.
13.2. Review Safe Routes to School assessment documents every three years, and update for
changed conditions and new solutions. Both the Safe Routes to School program and the
school Safety Committee should review.
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Photos, Diagrams and Signs

Photo 8.1c existing bike racks

On-Campus
Photo 8.1a: modern bike racks

Photo 8.1d skateboard racks

Photo 8.1b modern skateboard/scooter racks

Sign 9.1: limited time parking

Revision History
2020-02-14:
• Initial creation of pre-assessment document, with appendices and map set

Appendices
Note: Appendices pages are not numbered, but are in the order listed. Pages may be updated as new
information becomes available. The date the page was updated, or for data and map pages, the date of
the latest information, is shown.
School Information
• ATP4 grant application excerpt
• path-of-travel map/campus map 2016-06
• School Zone map
Recommendations
• Marking for Drop-off/Pick-up Lane and Fire Lane
• Arden-Arcade Functional Classification System map
• Sacramento County Pedestrian Master Plan Arden-Arcade High Priority map
Encouragement
• sample Walking & Bicycling Routes map
Evaluation
• student tally report 2018-05
Maps
• student density 2019
• student distribution 2019
• collisions 2017
• bike facilities 2017
• transit map 2019
• parks & other destinations 2018
• CalEnviroScreen3 2018
• income 2017
Other
Additional documents supporting the assessment are available at https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/assessments/:
• Universal Recommendations
• Bicycle Facilities Guideline
• Six E’s of Safe Routes to School
Additional documents on pedestrian, bicyclist and motorist education and safety are available at https://
saferoutessanjuan.wordpress.com/education/.
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